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SUBJECT:   
 A briefing on Opportunities for King County Economic Expansion:  Renewable/Clean Energy and Energy Conservation Businesses and Research
SUMMARY:

The Regional Policy Committee included on its work program for 2012 a focus on and opportunity for a series of briefings on opportunities for economic expansion in King County.  The Chair’s intent is regularly hear about opportunities for private sector job creation and how public policy and investments may affect particular job sectors or emerging job sectors that hold promise in the Puget Sound region and state.
At the previous meeting committee members were briefed on current economic conditions in King County and the outlook for 2012 including indicators of the local economy over the coming year and what these indicators may mean for local, regional and state government with regard to revenues and related issues.   
This briefing is intended to start the review of various business sectors.  This first briefing will focus on an emerging business and research sector that is already generating investments and top talent to King County.   This business sector is renewable and clean energy and energy conservation.
The Puget Sound Regional Council’s  2005 Regional Economic Strategy took a two-pronged approach:  (1) Rebuild the region’s economic foundations to meet the demands of the changing marketplace, and (2) Identify the unique needs of individual clusters and collaborating regionally to meet those needs.

The Prosperity Partnership identified clean technology as one cluster with a strong and growing base of employment both around Puget Sound and across Washington State.  The cluster strategy development effort and discussions around the region revealed the need for a dedicated trade association to support this emerging cleantech cluster.  All of the businesses represented today are members of the Washington Clean Technology Alliance (WCTA) which is the state-wide organization which advocates and works for the emerging set of industries known collectively as cleantech, green tech, or environmental technologies.

The committee will have a short presentation from staff regarding the statistics related to this job sector in the state and nationally  -- followed by briefings from representatives of three businesses operating in King County and an investor in clean energy and technologies.
Members will have an opportunity to hear about how these businesses are faring in a national and international market and what barriers or challenges they face.  
Committee members interested in a comprehensive overview of this business sector in the United States and certain metropolitan areas are encouraged to read the Brookings Institute report entitled “Sizing the Clean Economy:  A National and Regional Green Jobs Assessment” via the following link:
http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/Files/Programs/Metro/clean_economy/0713_clean_economy.pdf
ATTACHMENTS:  None
