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April 28, 2016


The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott:

This letter transmits an ordinance that will adopt the King County Open Space Plan: Parks, Trails and Natural Areas 2016 Update (Plan). Adoption of the Plan is required by the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) in order for King County to be eligible for grant funding. The RCO is a state agency that manages multiple grant programs which provide funding support for outdoor recreation and protecting wildlife habitat and farmland. Between 2010 and 2015, King County was awarded more than $5.6 million for parks, trails and open space acquisition projects from the RCO.

The legislation will adopt the Plan as a functional plan to provide a framework to guide the acquisition, planning, development, stewardship, maintenance and management of King County’s complex system of 200 parks, 175 miles of regional trails, and 28,000 acres of open space, including such regional gems as the Weyerhaeuser King County Aquatic Center and Cougar Mountain Wildland Park.

Specifically, the ordinance will:
· Update the Plan’s goals, objectives and financial information to align with the voter approved 2014-2019 Parks, Trails and Open Space Replacement Levy (Ordinance 17568). 
· Update the inventory of open space.
· Clarify that regional trails provide recreational opportunities as well as non-motorized transportation options and that future development will focus on filling gaps in the system, providing connections to regional destinations, and providing improved access.
· Clarify that King County will be developing and implementing forest stewardship plans for forests on all types of park lands, not just working forest lands, consistent with the Strategic Climate Action Plan.

The legislation also furthers the goals of key County plans and initiatives as follows:

· The legislation furthers the environmental sustainability goal of the King County Strategic Plan by safeguarding and enhancing King County’s natural resources and environment through the protection and restoration of water quality, biodiversity, open space and ecosystems. 
· The legislation furthers the King County Equity and Social Justice Initiative by fostering fair and consistent access to parks and recreational opportunities across King County.
· The legislation furthers King County's Strategic Climate Action Plan goal to protect and sustain forest lands, by conserving and maintaining open space.

In developing the 2014-2019 Parks, Trails and Open Space Replacement Levy, the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) completed a comprehensive public involvement effort in 2013. DNRP worked to incorporate that input into this Plan.

Thank you for considering this ordinance. This important legislation will help King County residents understand how the Parks and Recreation Division of the DNRP plans, develops, stewards and manages its complex system.

If you have any questions about this ordinance, please contact Kevin Brown, Division Director of the Parks and Recreation Division of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks, at 206-477-4525.

Sincerely,




Dow Constantine
King County Executive
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