
[image: image1]
Metropolitan King County Council
Government Accountability, Oversight and 

Financial Performance Committee
Staff Report
	Agenda Item:
	4
	Name:
	Clifton Curry

	Proposed No.:
	2012-0138
	Date:
	April 24, 2012

	Invited:
	Hon. Corinna Harn, Presiding Judge, King County District Court
Tricia Crozier, Chief Administrative Officer, King County District Court

David Wilson, GIS Staff Lead, Elections Department


SUBJECT

AN ORDINANCE relating to King County district court electoral district boundaries for 2012; and amending Ordinance 16803, Section 1, as amended.

SUMMARY

This Proposed Ordinance makes descriptive changes to the electoral divisions of the King County District Court that are ministerial in nature, but are statutorily required.  The proposed changes do not affect the current electoral divisions of the court, but allow the court to conform to the 2012 precinct changes adopted in Ordinance 17294. The changes are part of the attachments to the Proposed Ordinance.  The precinct alterations for the year 2012 are the result of county council boundary changes and do not affect any voters. 
Background 

The Revised Code of Washington (RCW 29A.16.040-050 and King County Code (KCC 1.12.010) require the adjustment or alteration of precincts as an annual responsibility.  
The District Court is the county’s court of “limited jurisdiction” and has responsibility for traffic infractions, certain civil matters, and misdemeanor criminal offenses in the county’s unincorporated areas, cities that contract with the court, and for the adjudication of “state” offenses (violations of state statute in the county or when the arresting agency is the Washington State Patrol or other state law enforcement agency).  The requirements and structure of the District Court are established in state statute, county code, and are also governed by court rules.  Generally, state law empowers the local county legislative authority with significant flexibility in the development of the court’s jurisdictional structure.  That structure is contained it the county’s District Court Plan, King County Code Section 2.68.

The adopted District Court Plan establishes as policy that the county is a unified, countywide district court.  Nevertheless, the county has adopted the statutory option of creating electoral districts that divide the county into smaller areas to allow for a more “local” election of judges.  The current plan has five electoral districts each with an assigned number of judges.  By state law, the county is required to amend its District Court Plan whenever there is a change in electoral boundaries.  The council amended the county’s elections precincts with Ordinance 17294, and as a consequence, the council is required to amend the District Court electoral boundaries to reflect these changes.

Analysis 
The Department of Elections’ GIS Section has prepared a King County District Court electoral district boundary Ordinance that reflects the changes adopted in Ordinance 17294 as part of the county’s annual electoral precinct change ordinance.  According to the elections department, the 2012 boundaries of the court’s electoral districts changed only slightly due to King County Council redistricting.  None of the changes affected voters.  These descriptive changes to the electoral divisions of the King County District Court plan are ministerial in nature but are statutorily required.  This proposed ordinance is a companion to the 2012 precinct alteration plan adopted by the council as Ordinance 17294. The Executive reports that the costs of making these revisions are fully funded as part of the adopted 2012 Department of Elections budget.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2012-0138
2. Transmittal letter, dated April 6, 2012
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