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SUBJECT	

An ordinance revising Title 46 of the King County Code, which is the county’s Traffic Code.

SUMMARY

This proposed legislation makes a number of administrative and also more substantive revisions to Title 46 of the King County Code, which contains the county’s traffic laws. According to the Executive, elements of the current code may be drafted in such a way as to be unenforceable. The proposed ordinance includes penalties for violations of selected provisions and will be advertised in an official newspaper 10 days prior to adoption.

BACKGROUND

Title 46 of the King County Code contains the traffic laws for unincorporated King County, including speed limits and parking restrictions.  Portions of Title 46 pertain to the King County Sheriff’s Office’s (KCSO’s) daily operations, and the Executive reports that the Road Services Division coordinated and collaborated with the KCSO in this proposal. The Traffic Code has not been comprehensively updated since 1981.  

In addition to adopting sections of the Washington Model Traffic Ordinance, the current code also regulates motorized foot scooters and impoundment and redemption of certain vehicles, prohibits cruising, establishes unmuffled engine compression brake control areas, establishes penalties for vehicular trespass (detouring through private property) and makes inattentive driving a civil infraction with a corresponding fine.

According to the Municipal Research Service Center, Washington State developed a Model Traffic Ordinance (MTO) to provide an economical and effective way for cities, towns and counties to keep their traffic ordinances up to date.  Local jurisdictions do not have to adopt individual state traffic laws every time the state laws are amended, if they have adopted the MTO by reference. Any jurisdiction which adopts the MTO may exclude any section and also add additional sections, as long as doing so does not conflict with the MTO.
ANALYSIS

The proposed revisions make administrative and more substantive revisions to Title 46 of the King County Code.  Table 1 summarizes these changes, and provides Executive staff’s rationale.  Note:  staff and/or legal analysis is ongoing for a number of these changes.

Table 1.  Proposed changes to Title 46, the King County Traffic Code.

	Topic (PO section)
	Change
	Explanation (per Executive staff) 

	ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES

	Model Traffic Ordinance (N/A)
	No longer adopted by code.
	Redundant with state law; also, state changes to the MTO automatically apply to ordinances that adopt MTO by reference, which could raise delegation issues

	Removes references to King County Department of Public Safety (multiple)
	Functions assigned to King County Sheriff’s Office
	Reflects current organizational structure.

	Defines traffic engineer duties (27)
	Previously established under MTO
	Designates a subject matter expert to implement consistent up-to-date traffic engineering best management practices to the traffic operations of our unincorporated roads

	Processions or parades on county roads (34, 35)
	Requires special use permits and prohibits interference
	Pending

	SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES

	Stopping at an intersection (26)
	Drivers approaching a stop sign must stop at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approaching traffic, even if a secondary stop is necessitated beyond the stop line or crosswalk
	Proposed by PAO to reflect recent court decisions.

	Improper riding on a vehicle (36)
	Prohibits a person from riding upon any portion of a vehicle not designed or intended for use of passengers.  Violation is a traffic infraction.
	Pending

	Parking – Traffic Infraction
	Codifies penalties
	

	Motorized foot scooters (50-53)
	Increases minimum age for operating from 13 to 16.  Reduces penalty from not to exceed $125 to $48.

	Pending

	Topic (PO section)
	Change
	Explanation (per Executive staff)

	SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES (continued)

	Impoundment (54-62)
	Authorizes KCSO to negotiate and contract with tow truck operators (instead of county executive, or his designee).  Adds $100 administrative impound fee.
	Pending

	Cruising (78)
	Repeals No Cruising Sections
	Pending

	Unlawful racing (75)
	Adds new sections definition and establishing penalties for unlawful racing
	Pending



INVITED

· Brenda Bauer, Director, Road Services Division
· Jay Osborne, Deputy Director, Road Services Division
· Rick Brater, County Road Engineer

ATTACHMENTS
1.  Proposed Ordinance 2016-0402
2.  Transmittal Letter
3.  Fiscal Note
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