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Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Andrew Kim

	Proposed No.:
	2024-0071
	Date:
	March 26, 2024



SUBJECT

A motion confirming the appointment of John Taylor as Director of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP).

SUMMARY

K.C.C. 2.16.045 establishes the responsibilities of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP). DNRP is responsible for managing the following divisions:
· Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD);
· Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD);
· Solid Waste Division (SWD); and 
· Parks and Recreation Division (Parks).

DNRP is the second largest department in the county with 2,130 FTEs and a biennial budget of approximately $4.2 billion, of which $2.5 billion is budgeted for operating.

In October 2023, Christie True announced her retirement as the DNRP Director after 39 years with the county and 14 years as the DNRP Director. Ms. True’s appointment was confirmed by council in October 2010.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Motion 13358, adopted October 4, 2010. [LINK]] 


The proposed motion would confirm the appointment of John Taylor as the new DNRP Director. Mr. Taylor most recently served as the Director of the Department of Local Services (DLS) and began his county career as the Assistant Division Director for WLRD. Prior to the county, Mr. Taylor served in various organizations including the Downtown Seattle Association, Seattle Public Utilities, and the Seattle City Council. He holds a Master of Public Administration from the University of Vermont.

Mr. Taylor’s appointment has met all executive appointment requirements as specified by King County Code and council staff has not identified any issues.

BACKGROUND 

Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP).  K.C.C. 2.16.045 establishes the responsibilities of the Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP). DNRP is responsible for managing county’s Historic Preservation Program and the following divisions:
· Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD);
· Water and Land Resources Division (WLRD);
· Solid Waste Division (SWD); and 
· Parks and Recreation Division (Parks).

DNRP is the second largest department in the county with 2,130 FTEs and a biennial budget of approximately $4.2 billion, of which $2.5 billion is budgeted for operating.[footnoteRef:2] The DNRP organizational chart can be found on page 41 of the confirmation packet, Attachment 3 to this staff report. [2:  2023-2024 Revised Biennial Budget. The revised biennial budget includes all enacted supplemental appropriations ordinances since January 2024.] 


John Taylor – Appointee.  According to his resume, Mr. Taylor has been with the county since 2013. Mr. Taylor most recently served as the DLS Director and began his county career as the Assistant Division Director for WLRD. Prior to the county, Mr. Taylor served in various organizations including the Downtown Seattle Association, Seattle Public Utilities, and the Seattle City Council.

Mr. Taylor received his Master of Public Administration from the University of Vermont, his Bachelor of Arts from Hobart College, and graduated from the Senior Executives in State and Local Government Program from Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government.

ANALYSIS

Executive Appointment Requirements.  The following table outlines requirements for all executive appointments as per K.C.C. 2.16.110.E.

	No.
	
	K.C.C. Requirements
	
	Analysis

	1
	
	(K.C.C. 2.16.110.E.1.b.)  Within seven calendar days of any executive appointment, the executive shall deliver written notice of said appointment to the council accompanied by a proposed motion confirming the appointment.

	
	The executive’s appointment of Mr. Taylor as DNRP Director was effective February 12, 2024.  The proposed motion was transmitted on February 15, 2024, three calendar days after the executive’s appointment.


	2
	
	(K.C.C. 2.16.110.E.1.c.)  Upon the receipt of a proposed motion for confirmation of executive appointment, the council shall act to consider confirmation of the appointment within 90 days.

	
	The council has until May 15, 2024 to take action on the proposed motion to confirm the confirmation of Mr. Taylor as DNRP Director.


	3
	
	(K.C.C. 2.16.110.E.1.d.)  The council shall base its review of executive appointments on the following criteria:
1) demonstrated reputation for integrity and professionalism;
2) commitment to and knowledge of the responsibilities of the office;
3) history of demonstrated leadership, experience, and administrative ability;
4) ability to work effectively with the executive, the council, other management, public agencies, private organizations, and residents; and
5) a demonstrated sensitivity to and knowledge of the particular needs and problems of minorities and women.

	
	None.

	4
	
	(K.C.C. 2.16.110.E.1.e.)  The appointee shall submit to the chair of the council:
1) [bookmark: _Hlk160702139]a full and complete resume of the appointee’s employment history, to include references attesting to the stated employment experiences; and
2) a signed statement acknowledging that the council’s confirmation process may require the submittal of additional information relating to the background and expertise of the appointee.

	
	Mr. Taylor has submitted the required documents and they are included in the confirmation packet, Attachment 3 to this staff report.

Of note, the confirmation packet includes letters in support of Mr. Taylor’s appointment from the following:
· Angela Donaldson, Past President, Fall City Community Association;
· Cherryl Jackson-Williams, Skyway-West Hill Resident and Advocate;
· Rachel Shepard, President, Fall City Community Association;
· Casey Sixkiller, Former Chief Operating Officer, King County;
· Bill Knutsen, Supervisor, King Conservation District;
· Lori Watts, Commissioner, Fall City Metropolitan Park District; and
· David Dicks, Executive Director, Hood Canal Coordinating Council;

	5
	
	(K.C.C. 2.16.110.E.1.f.)  Upon receipt of an executive appointment, the chair or the chair’s delegate, subject to the council’s rules of procedure, shall notify council members of the appointment and attempt to allow a minimum of one work week for individual members to submit written questions to the reviewing committee.

	
	Staff of the Chair of the Committee of the Whole notified councilmembers of the appointment on March 19, 2024 via email.

	6
	
	(K.C.C. 2.16.110.E.2.)  It is understood that written inquiries submitted by councilmembers, may require a written response from the appointee or the executive, in matters pertaining to the process of appointment and other pertinent employment policies of King County.
 
	
	Mr. Taylor has acknowledged this county code requirement via a March 7, 2024 letter to the Council Chair included in the confirmation packet, Attachment 3 to this staff report.










INVITED
· John Taylor, Director, Department of Natural Resources & Parks – Appointee
· Dwight Dively, Chief Operating Officer / Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2024-0071
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Confirmation Packet for John Taylor as Director of the Department of Natural Resources & Parks (distributed separately)
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