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SUBJECT

[bookmark: _GoBack]A MOTION requesting that the executive develop and transmit a report addressing space constraints at the Involuntary Treatment Act court.

SUMMARY

The Washington State Involuntary Treatment Act (ITA) allows for a person to be civilly committed for defined periods of time if the person, “as the result of a mental disorder, presents an imminent likelihood of serious harm, or is in imminent danger because of being gravely disabled.”[footnoteRef:1] King County Superior Court adjudicates civil commitment cases in the county’s ITA court, on the Harborview campus. Executive staff have been working on a tenancy plan for a redeveloped Harborview Hall, a key initiative identified in the 2013 King County Real Asset Management Plan, which would include space for ITA court. However, this facility is not expected to be available before 2018.  Motion 2014-0204 requests that the Executive provide a report to Council by August 17, 2015, describing options and strategies to alleviate crowding and other space concerns for the ITA court.  [1:  RCW  71.05 (adults) and RCW 71.34 (youth under 18).  Patients may be committed against their will for periods of 72 hours, 14 days, 90 days and then 180 days (in the case of adults), and 180 days (in the case of youth under 18).  Each time an additional commitment period is sought, ITA court must make a decision to commit for a longer period.] 


BACKGROUND

The King County Superior Court’s Involuntary Treatment Act court (ITA court)[footnoteRef:2] hears and resolves petitions for the involuntary commitment of adults and minors, thereby providing judicial oversight to the process of imposing involuntary mental health treatment per RCW 71.05 (adults) and RCW 71.34 (minors).[footnoteRef:3]  ITA court operations occur in partnership between the Superior Court, the Department of Public Defense, the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office, the Department of Community and Human Services, the Department of Judicial Administration, and the Sheriff’s Office. [2:  King County’s ITA court is housed in the Ninth and Jefferson Building (NJB) on the Harborview Medical Center Campus.]  [3:  Under state mental illness laws, a person can be considered for involuntary psychiatric hospitalization if, the person “as the result of a mental disorder, presents an imminent likelihood of serious harm, or is in imminent danger because of being gravely disabled” (RCW 71.05.153). ] 


A hospital may detain a patient (respondent) against her or his will for an initial 72 hours. If the hospital caring for the patient makes a determination that the patient needs a longer commitment than the initial 72-hour period, it may petition the ITA court to extend the patient’s involuntary commitment.  Absent a continuance, ITA court must hear this petition for an additional 14-day commitment period within a 72-hour window from the initial commitment.  Without a court order, a patient cannot be detained longer than 72 hours. 
The Department of Public Defense (DPD) assigns an attorney to each respondent unless the person retains his or her own counsel or chooses to represent him- or herself. The King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Office (PAO) represents qualified hospitals (petitioners) seeking to involuntarily commit patients in these contested hearings. If the court orders the 14-day commitment, clinicians at the hospital may seek to commit an adult patient for an additional 90 and then 180 days and may seek to commit a juvenile patient for an additional 180 days. These petitions are heard at ITA court. ITA court hearings are conducted five days a week by one of two judicial officers (one judge and one commissioner) dedicated to the ITA court, or as needed by another Superior Court judicial officer.
On May 12, 2015 this committee was briefed on an emergent ITA court issue related to the transportation or video appearance needs for certain ITA court respondents.  During that briefing, stakeholders raised the issue of space constraints at ITA court and the strain of these constraints on court operations.

ANALYSIS

Executive staff have been working on a tenancy plan for a redeveloped Harborview Hall, a key initiative identified in the 2013 King County Real Asset Management Plan, which would include expanded space for ITA court. However, this facility is not expected to be available before 2018.

The caseload for the Involuntary Treatment Act court has risen faster than any other category of superior court cases over the last several years, from 2,420 in 2008 to 3,852 in 2014, an increase of nearly 60 percent. ITA court caseloads for 2015 approach 50 cases on an average day, or more than 1000 per month. ITA court staff and other stakeholders expect continued growth due to population increase and organizational and system responses to new state laws. As caseloads remain high or grow, space constraints will continue to pose challenges to court operations. 

Motion 2015-0204 requests that the Executive provide a report to Council by August 17, 2015, describing options and strategies to alleviate crowding and other space concerns for the ITA court. This report would include cost information for identified options and address the possibility of moving more swiftly toward relocation into Harborview Hall (in a phased redevelopment process). 


ATTACHMENTS

1. Motion 2015-0204

INVITED
1. Anthony Wright, Director, Facilities Management Division, Department of Executive Services
2. Judge Ken Schubert, King County Superior Court (KCSC)
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