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A federally funded project, the Washington State Methamphetamine Initiative (WSMI) is a statewide strategy to eradicate and prevent the production and abuse of meth. They bring their resources to bear through local Meth Action Teams, which reach out to the community to help neighbors learns how to combat the meth problem. Partners from law enforcement, treatment and family services, cleanup and mitigation and community education and prevention are at work on local Meth Action Teams across the state. As of 2003, nearly 6,000 people were involved in a local Meth Action Team. WSMI publishes the Hot Sheet quarterly to share statewide meth prevention news.
 

National Methamphetamine Awareness Day
November 30 was declared National Methamphetamine Awareness Day.  Community leaders and government officials led events intended to inform people about the dangers of meth, and various cities in Washington participated.  A Meth 360 presentation was given in Seattle to people working in the University of Washington community.  In a Yakima mall, drug treatment agencies and law enforcement set up information booths complete with pamphlets and photographs of meth’s effects on users.  Proclamations at city and county councils were enacted and the DEA participated in local ceremonies.  National Methamphetamine Awareness Day represents the country’s largest effort to educate the public on what is currently the number one drug in many states.

 

Spokane Meth Action Team’s Meth Watch grows
The Spokane Meth Action Team continues to promote the Washington Meth Watch program, first started in 2004.  One component is the Meth Watch Retailers Program, which brings law enforcement and retailers together to regulate the sales of meth precursors.  Nearly 150 retailers attend a monthly event called the “Breakfast of Champions,” receiving presentations from agencies like the DEA.  The other component is the Meth Watch Community Presentation Program.  More than 100 volunteers have been trained to give a meth Power Point presentation to the public, and have reached over 400 people annually.  SMAT’s presence in the area is important.  Spokane is the most populated county in Eastern Washington, and has become a major distribution point of meth for the inland Northwest.

 

Pierce County Alliance extends Prometa pilot program
Pierce County Alliance has received $200,000 from the Pierce County Council to extend its Prometa protocol pilot program, and a matching amount from the state might be on the way.  Used to treat addictions to substances like methamphetamine, the Prometa protocol reduces cravings with a cocktail made up of an antihistamine, an overdose antidote, and a drug used to treat seizures.  The 40 people treated in the pilot program have shown signs of improvement.  Random drug screenings performed six months after the treatment showed less than 2 percent of the patients testing positive for drugs or alcohol in their systems.  With the Council’s funding, the drug treatment agency will be able to expand the program to include 80 drug addicts.  The Pierce County Alliance is seeking a place in the upcoming legislative budget in order to continue administering the Prometa protocol.  Please contact Terree Schmidt-Whelan for more information at (253) 572-4750.

 

Northwest law enforcement to coordinate strategies
Law enforcement from Washington, Oregon and Idaho will work together to develop a coordinated tri-state effort aimed at curbing meth activity.  Sergeant Rick Beghtol, the Northwest Regional Coordinator of the National Methamphetamine and Chemical Initiative attended a meeting of the Northwest Methamphetamine and Precursor Committee and reported on trends such as “smurfing” that have emerged in the region.  Smurfing occurs when meth cooks from Oregon travel to Washington to purchase precursors such as pseudo ephedrine from retailers.  Investigators have found that recent meth lab incidents in Oregon involve precursors obtained in Washington.  Law enforcement in Idaho is also concerned about meth activity.  Idaho police are concerned about drug trafficking organizations operating out of South Central Washington with apparent roots in Mexico.  Participants at the meeting hope that the coordinated strategies will eventually include intelligence sharing, investigation into drug trafficking organizations working within the three states, and tougher sentencing guidelines for meth trafficking.  Please contact Sergeant Rick Beghtol at (509) 865-5900 for more information.

 

Meth labs continue downward trend
If you bet the farm we would not break 400 reported meth labs and dump sites for 2006, you would now own two farms.  While we may get one or two more cases straggling in, the number right now is 390 reported meth labs and dump sites for the year.  December totaled 15 cases.  The ratio of labs to dump sites runs at 42% to 58% for the year.  We were at 806 total cases in 2005, so the 390 total for 2006 represents a 52% drop.  Last year's drop was 39%.  That clanging you hear is the bell lap in the local meth lab abatement race and it tolls for thee.  Well done.  At least the users are no longer cooking at home (much) and that means safer homes and neighborhoods.  Please contact Priscilla Lisicich for more information at (253) 272-6824.
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