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Subject
RULE AND REGULATIONS relating to fees and charges for environmental health pet-related business services.  
Summary

On January 21, 2010, the Board of Health (BOH) approved Rule and Regulation 09-07, establishing new categories, fees and requirements to standardize regulations of pet-related businesses throughout King County.  At that meeting, an amendment was adopted that exempts sale of poultry for commercial purposes from the regulation.  Board Chair Julia Patterson directed Public Health to extend the stakeholder process to allow additional input from stakeholders in the agricultural community and retail businesses that may be affected by regulations pertaining to the retail sales of live poultry in King County.  
Analysis
As directed by the BOH at the January 21, 2010 additional stakeholder comments were solicited by e-mail, telephone calls, and at a meeting held on February 3, 2010. Minutes from the stakeholder meeting and two e-mails received from stakeholders are included as Appendix 2.  Concerns voiced at the stakeholder meeting on February 3rd included objections to: 
· Including poultry sales under pet shop regulations – stakeholders asserted that keeping of live poultry is agricultural in nature and poultry should not be termed “pets.”  
· The $182 permit fee, which may be onerous to the businesses involved.  

· The $182 base fee plus $182 per hour plan review fee for new construction or remodeling.  
· Potential impact on the one remaining livestock and poultry auction, which is held weekly in southeast King County.  

A summary of these concerns was presented to the King County Agriculture Commission on February 11, 2010 at their regular meeting.  In response, the Agriculture Commission sent a letter with their concerns, and a request to leave the current exemption of feed stores in place (see Attachment 3).
The following changes are being put forth to the Board on Health for consideration at the March 18, 2010 meeting.  These changes were generated after Public Health received stakeholder feedback and determined that these modifications were consistent with the regulation’s intent and would achieve the public health goals of the regulation.   
1.  Purpose and Intent of Chapter (R&R 10-01, page 3, line 55).   Adds a new term “poultry retail business” to distinguish these businesses from pet shops.  As previously written, the regulations addressed live poultry sales under the heading of pet shop.  
2.  Definition of pet shop (page 7, line 147).  Clarifies that the term “pet” does not include poultry.  
3.  Definition of "poultry retail business” (page 8, line 159).  1. “Poultry retail business” means any establishment, store, department of any store or other establishment that acquires live poultry through purchase, consignment, donation, importation, hatching or breeding, and sells or offers to sell, adopt or trade the live poultry to the public.  2.  "Poultry retail business" does not include any facilities that hold animals for not more than twenty-four hours before the animals are sold, auctioned, adopted, traded or donated and removed from the premises.
4.
Section on reporting of animal bites and disease outbreaks (page 15, line 317).  Clarifies that pet shops shall report mammal bites (i.e., bites by birds need not be reported), and both pet shops and poultry retail businesses shall report known or suspected infectious disease transmittal. 

5.   Section on permit requirements (page 17, line 371).  Removes Risk 1 and Risk 2 pet shop categories, replacing them with “aquarium only” and “standard” pet shop categories and strikes references to poultry and farm and ranch feed stores from the pet shop category.  Excludes, from the pet shop category, any facilities that hold animals for a maximum of 24 hours before the animals are sold, auctioned, etc and removed from the premises.  

6.   Plan review (page 21, line 458).  Exempts from plan review requirements poultry retail businesses that sell poultry and no other animals and exempts aquarium-only pet stores.  Note that review of construction or renovation plans was deemed to be unnecessary for the poultry retail businesses, as space dedicated to poultry retail operations is generally minimal.
7.   Permit fees (pages 22, 24, and 26 - line 7 of permit fee schedules).  Separates poultry retail businesses from the pet shop permit fee category and establishes the permit fee for poultry retail businesses as the 1-hour fee rate ($182 for 2010).

Other proposed clarifications unrelated to poultry retail business:

8.  Permit requirement (page 19, line 408).  Clarifies that a pet food retail business permit is not required for stores that sell only canned or fully cooked pet foods or treats and clarifies that a grocery store permitted under the King County Food Code does not need a separate pet food retail business permit to sell raw or partially cooked pet foods or treats.  

   Attachments

1. 
Proposed R&R BOH 10-01.1
2.   Minutes from the Stakeholder’s Meeting on 2/3/2010 and stakeholder e-mail received 
3.   Letter from King County Agriculture Commission, 3/3/2010   
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