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April 29, 2010

The Honorable Bob Ferguson

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Ferguson:

I am pleased to transmit the enclosed Metro Transit Division service change ordinance for the King County Council’s consideration and approval.  If adopted, the proposed service changes described in this package will take place in October 2010 with the exception of the Route 200 Transit Now service partnership, which the City of Issaquah and other Route 200 partners have requested be delayed until February 2011.  The ordinance also includes a Transit Now service partnership with the City of Kent that began in September 2009.  Although Ordinance 16041 adopted by the County Council on March 24, 2008, authorized the Executive to execute and take actions necessary to implement the County Council-approved partnership agreements, it also specifically states that the authority granted is supplemental and does not limit or restrict powers and authority conferred upon the county by law.  With this provision in mind, Metro has requested ordinance approval for Transit Now service partnerships per requirements of Ordinance 11962, Section 10 B.1. that establishes the threshold when council approval is needed to change regular routes.  Route 913, an approved partnership with Kent that created a new route, was inadvertently omitted from the September 2009 service change ordinance. 

The most prominent change included in this ordinance is the implementation of the RapidRide A Line, King County Metro’s first RapidRide Bus Rapid Transit service between the Federal Way Transit Center and Tukwila International Boulevard Station.

This service change ordinance includes the following:

· As part of the October 2010 service change, the new RapidRide A Line will begin service between the Federal Way Transit Center and Tukwila International Boulevard Station along the SR 99 South corridor connecting the cities of Federal Way, Des Moines, Kent, SeaTac, and Tukwila with faster, more frequent service throughout the day.  The A Line will replace Route 174.  The hours currently invested in Route 174, combined with approximately 34,000 additional annual hours funded through Transit Now, significantly increases service levels along the SR 99 South corridor.  A Line buses will operate at least every 15 minutes between approximately 4:15 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. seven days a week.  For most of the weekday peak periods the buses will arrive every 10 minutes.  

· A service partnership with the City of Auburn will support the start-up of the new Dial-A-Ride Transportation (DART) Route 910, which will connect north Auburn with community destinations in southwest Auburn such as the YMCA and the Supermall.  

· Route 200 in Issaquah will be revised and expanded through a service partnership with the City of Issaquah, Port Blakely Communities, Timber Ridge at Talus, and the Talus Residential Association.  Service will be extended to the Issaquah Highlands and the Talus Urban Village on weekdays between 6:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

· Although not an ordinance item, in October 2010, Metro will administratively implement the final phase of the Transit Now service partnership for the City of Seattle.  The third phase supports service frequency improvements during targeted periods on routes 5, 7, 8, 60, 70, and 75, increases the span of Route 30, and extends weekend trips on Route 60 to White Center via South Park.  

· In Auburn, Route 919 DART boundaries will be revised to delete coverage north of 15th Street NE.  The new Route 910 (described above) will replace the coverage previously provided by Route 919.

· Revise DART Route 913 in Federal Way to serve the Federal Way City Hall and Community Center via South 333rd Street.  

Budget
This service change is consistent with the 2010 – 2011 adopted budget priorities.  Approximately 43,000 Metro hours and 5,000 partner hours are included in the proposed service change package.  Consistent with the 2010 adopted budget, Metro will reduce the system size by about 25,000 annual platform hours at the October 2010 service change through administrative trip management actions.  This is the second phase of service hour reductions called for in the budget.  The first service reductions took place at the February 2010 service change when approximately 25,000 annual hours were removed through trip management actions.  As called for in the 2010 budget, Metro will also implement at least 75,000 annual hours in savings through audit-recommended schedule efficiencies.
If you have questions or comments about specific details in the Service Change ordinance for October 2010, please contact Kevin Desmond, General Manager, Metro Transit Division at 206-684-1619, or Victor Obeso, Manager, Service Development, Metro Transit Division, at 206-263-3109.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers


ATTN:
Tom Bristow Chief of Staff



Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Fred Jarrett, Deputy County Executive, King County Executive Office


Joe Woods, Director, Council Relations, King County Executive Office


Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Management and Budget

Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, Department of Transportation (DOT)

Kevin Desmond, General Manager, Metro Transit Division, DOT

Victor Obeso, Manager, Service Development, Metro Transit Division, DOT


David Hull, Supervisor, Service Planning, Service Development, Metro Transit 

    Division, DOT
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