Metropolitan King County Council
Committee of the Whole

Agenda Iltem No.: 3 Date: 12 Mar 2007
Briefing No.: 2006-0586 Prepared by: Nick Wagner
SUBJECT

Approval of graphic standards, guidelines, and a phased implementation schedule for use of the
likeness of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as the logo for King County.

INTRODUCTION

King County was created by the Oregon Territorial Legislature on 22 December 1852. Less than
three months later, in 1853, King County became part of Washington Territory, which had just
been created. King County was originally named for William Rufus DeVane King, a slave owner
and senator from Alabama who was elected vice president of the United States and then died in
the same year that King County became part of Washington Territory.

On 24 February 1986 the King County Council passed Motion 6461, which renamed King
County in honor of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The motion was introduced by then-
Councilmembers Ron Sims and Bruce Laing. In passing the motion, the Council recognized that
the life and work of Dr. King were more in keeping with the values of the current citizens of King
County than were the life and work of the county’s earlier namesake.

Motion 6461 offered the following tributes to Dr. King: He “believed that liberty, justice, and
freedom were the ‘inalienable rights’ of all men, women and children.” He “was a spiritual man
who believed all people were created equal in the sight of God.” He “believed in the dignity and
self-worth of every individual and . . . gave his life defending his beliefs.” He received the Nobel
Peace Prize and “became a national hero whose birthday has been declared a national holiday
... [and] a day of peace, love and understanding.” “[H]is persistent and unfailing efforts
prompted passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965, both of
which have benefited all citizens of this nation.” And finally, Dr. King “inspired people and
nations world-wide to strive in a non-violent manner for the human rights, civil liberties, and
economic guarantees rightfully due people of all races.”

On 24 July 2005, following a six-year grassroots effort led by State Senator Adam Kline and
State Representative Eric Pettigrew, the Washington State Legislature added the following
language to section 36.04.170 of the Revised Code of Washington: “King county is renamed in
honor of the Reverend Doctor Martin Luther King, Jr.”

Following this action by the state legislature, the King County Council on 27 February 2006
passed Ordinance 15378, which provided in part, “The official symbol and logo of King County
shall be the likeness of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” Ordinance 15378 was
sponsored by Councilmembers Gossett and Phillips. The ordinance required the King County
Executive to transmit to the Council for review and approval three items: (a) graphic standards
for the logo, including the design of Dr. King’s likeness; (b) guidelines for use of the logo; and
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(c) a schedule for phased implementation of the logo in order to avoid unnecessary expense in
the transition from the old logo to the new one. Ordinance 15378 also required the Executive to
provide a report on King County’s efforts to work with the King Center and the King Estate to
obtain feedback on the standards, to address any concerns they might have, and to discuss
possible licensing of the logo.

To design the new logo, the Executive sponsored a competition, which was entered by 29
design firms. Applications were received from Washington, Oregon, California, Maryland, and
Florida. This was the largest response ever received by King County for a design contract. A
jury selection process was managed by 4Culture, King County's cultural services agency. The
winner of the competition was a Seattle firm, Gable Design Group, whose design director is
Tony Gable. Mr. Gable impressed the design selection committee with his experience, his
diverse design work, his knowledge of the community, and his passion for the project. His other
clients have included Microsoft, Hewlett-Packard, Boeing, the University of Washington, Sound
Transit, Nordstrom, Harborview Medical Center, United Negro College Fund, Seattle Public
Schools, the NBBJ architecture firm, and numerous non-profit groups.

SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE

Proposed Ordinance 2006-0586 reflects the Executive’s compliance with Ordinance 15378.

If adopted by the Council, the proposed ordinance would approve the three documents that are
attached to it: (a) graphic standards for the logo, including the design of Dr. King's likeness;

(b) guidelines for use of the logo; and (c) a schedule for phased implementation of the logo.
Copies of those documents are attached to this staff report as attachments 3 through 5.

Representatives of the Council, the Executive, and the Office of the Prosecuting Attorney have
shared with representatives of the King estate and the King family the logo design and the
guidelines for use of the logo, and members of the King family were invited to attend the
community celebration of the logo’s unveiling. A memorandum summarizing King County’s
efforts to communicate with the King estate and the King family about the logo is attached to
this staff report as attachment 6. Since neither the King estate nor the King family has explicitly
approved or disapproved of the logo or King County’s use of it, the proposed guidelines have
been drafted to limit use of the logo to uses for which the permission of neither the King estate
nor the King family is required.

INVITEES

Ron Sims, King County Executive

Norm Maleng, King County Prosecuting Attorney
Tony Gable, Design Director, Gable Design Group
Jim Kelly, Executive Director, 4Culture

Bruce Laing, former King County Councilmember
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ATTACHMENTS

Striking Amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2006-0586 (p. 4)

Title Amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2006-0586 (p. 7)

Attachment A to Proposed Ordinance 2006-0586 (Graphic Standards) (p. 8)
Attachment B to Proposed Ordinance 2006-0586 (Guidelines for Use) (p. 9)
Attachment C to Proposed Ordinance 2006-0586 (Implementation Schedule) (p. 12)
Memorandum re Communication Efforts re MLK Logo (p. 28)

Transmittal Letter (p. 39)
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March 12, 2007 S 1

AN

Sponsor: Gossett

Proposed No.: 2006-0586

1 STRIKING AMENDMENT TO PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2006-0586, VERSION

2 1

3 Onpage 1, beginning on line 7, strike everything through page 3, line 31, and insert:

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

Attachment 1

"STATEMENT OF FACTS:

1. The King County council passed Motion 6461 on February 24, 1986,
recognizing the great contributions and many achievements in public
service of Nobel Peace Prize laureate the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., including his persistent and unfailing efforts leading to the
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of
1965. Motion 6461 changed the namesake of King County from William
Rufus de Vane King to the Reverend Dr. King, Jr.

2. On July 24, 2005, the following language was added to RCW
36.04.170: "King county is renamed in honor of the Reverend Doctor
Martin Luther King, Jr."

3. Ordinance 15378, adopted on February 27, 2006, defined the official
logo of King County as the likeness of Reverend Dr. King, Jr., to be used

for official county purposes. Ordinance 15378 also directed the executive
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to transmit graphic standards, including guidelines and procedures for the

use of the logo for all official county purposes.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

SECTION 1. The council hereby approves the graphic standards for use of the
logo that are contained in Attachment A to this ordinance, the guidelines and procedures
for use of the logo that are contained in Attachment B to this ordinance and the schedule
of phased implementation that is contained in Attachment C to this ordinance. No
additional graphic standards, guidelines or procedures for use of the logo may be
implemented unless they are first approved by the council by motion or ordinance.

SECTION 2. Ordinance 15378, Section 6, and K.C.C. 1.36.060 are each hereby
amended to read as follows:

This chapter shall be implemented in phases to minimize cost. The county shall
continue to use the previous crown logo on existing items until these are replaced in the
usual course of county business, unless replacement with the new logo is either minimal
in cost or is necessary for public health and safety purposes such as uniform identification
for King County law enforcement officers. The executive shall coordinate with
separately elected officials and branches of government to encourage implementation of
this ordinance in all county agencies. The office of management and budget shall submit
semiannual reports to the council through 2009 on actual expenditures related to the
implementation of this ordinance. The reports ((sheuld)) shall be submitted ((begirning

September-29.-2006,-with-the-subsequent-report-due)) on March 30, 2007, and every six

months thereafter. Eleven copies of each report shall be filed with the clerk of the
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40  council for distribution to all councilmembers and to the lead staff for the committee of

41  the whole.

42 SECTION 3. Ordinance 15378, Section 7, is hereby amended to read as follows:
43 Sections 2, 3, 5 and 6 of ((this-erdinance)) Ordinance 15378 take effect upon ((the
44

45

46

47  thiserdinance)) the effective date of this ordinance."

48  Add Attachment A, ******* Attachment B, ********** gnd Attachment C, ********

49 EFFECT: The amendment reflects (1) a change in the attachments to the ordinance,
50 (2) the deletion of the first report required in Section 6 of Ordinance 15378, since

51 the original stated due date is past, (3) the addition of a requirement of council

52  approval of the graphic standards that remain to be developed, before such

53 standards are used or published, since the development of the graphic standards for
54  the new logo as well as its implementation will be happening in phases, and

55  (4) clarification of the effective date of Ordinance 15378.
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March 12, 2007 I 1

Sponsor: Gossett

AN
Proposed No.: 2006-0586

1 TITLE AMENDMENT TO PROPOSED ORDINANCE 2006-0586, VERSION 1

2 Onpage 1, beginning on line 1, strike everything through page 1, line 4, and insert:

3 "AN ORDINANCE approving graphic standards for the
4 official King County logo, including the design of the

5 likeness of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., guidelines and

6 procedures for use of the logo, and an implementation

7 schedule; and amending Ordinance 15378, Section 6, and
8 K.C.C. 1.36.060 and Ordinance 15378, Section 7."

9 EFFECT: The amendment changes the title to conform to the substance of Striking

10 Amendment S1.
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Graphic Standards for Use of King County Logo

[to be provided at the meeting of the
Committee of the Whole on 12 March 2007]
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.  Authority

A.  Authority and purpose. As approved by Ordinance _, these
guidelines and graphics standards implement Ordinance 15378,
which is codified at K.C.C. chapter 1.36, by providing for the proper
use of the official King County symbol and logo ("logo”).

ll. Guidelines for Official County Use

s .

3 3

...... agas - a - ala an ATa L Y) a
v - - - - - C3Y

county purposes. The adopted logo portraying the likeness of the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. shall be used only for official
county purposes.

"Official county purposes” includes, but is not limited to, use of
the logo on or in connection with: the King County flag; vehicles;
buses; water craft and air craft; letterhead; business cards;
envelopes; stationary and notepads; licenses, permits, certificates,
business forms and forms required by law, reports, studies,
ordinances, motions, regulations, policies and procedures and other
official county documents and records; news releases, press Kits,
mailings, flyers, brochures, posters, calendars and other printed
materials; videos and visual displays; uniforms and related
accessories, such as coats, hats, badges and patches; identifying
signage on buildings, facilities, structures, parks, open spaces, trails
and other real property owned, leased or otherwise under the
jurisdiction of the county; identifying signage on equipment, goods
and other tangible personal property owned or leased by the county;
identifying signage for county events, programs or services, and
events, programs or services provided in cooperation with third
parties; identifying signage on county web pages and web pages of
other entities which have county permitted links to the county web
site; other county electronic media; apparel made available only to
volunteers, county employees and elected officials containing a
depiction of the logo, such as hats and shirts; and promotional items

2
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offered free of charge to the public, such as mugs, pencils, litter bags,
buttons, and stickers.

It is an official county purpose to use the logo to identify King
County when the county provides a venue for events held on county
property, or when the county is a participating agency in providing a
service or program. This may include, but is not necessarily limited to
events and services held in connection with other public agencies or
non-profit or for-profit entities, provided that the logo shall be used in
a manner that focuses not on another party or entity, but on the
county's role in the activity as a participant or provider of a county site
or facility.

B. Other Official County Purposes. Use of the logo for any purpose
not specifically listed above shall require prior written authorization
from the King County Executive.

C. Prohibited Uses. Unless otherwise authorized by the entity
designated by the estate of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
to manage the intellectual property rights held by estate, no county
employee, elected official, department or administrative office shall
have the authority to use or permit a contractor or other entity to use
the logo: :

1. For purposes of fundraising or solicitation of donations
other than the employee charitable campaign authorized under
K.C.C. chapter 3.36 or solicitation of donations to King County; or

2.  To advertise or promote for-profit commercial events or
for-profit commercial services, goods or merchandise.

I1l. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LOGO

[INSERT EXECUTIVE'S
PHASED IMPLEMENTATION PLAN]

IV. GRAPHIC STANDARDS
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- INSERT TECHNICAL GRAPHICS STANDARDS]
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OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTING ATTORNEY
KING COUNTY, WASHINGTON

CIviL DIVISION
Norm Maleng W400 King County Courthouse
Prosecuting Attorney 516 Third Avenue
Seattle, Washington 98104
(206) 296-9015
FAX (206) 296-0191
6 March 2007
MEMORANDUM
TO: The Honorable Ron Sims, King County Executive
FROM: Thomas Kuffel, Sr. Deputy Prosecuting Attorney

SUBJECT: Communications with the Licensing Company for the King Estate and King Center

As you know, in honor of the memory of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Ordinance 15378
establishes the likeness of Dr. King as the new official logo for King County. Section 4 of the
ordinance directs the executive to prepare graphics standards to implement the new official logo,
including the selected design of Dr. King's likeness and guidelines and procedures for the use of
the logo for official county purposes. Section 4 also directs the executive to provide a report on
the executive's efforts to work with the King Center and Dr. King's estate to obtain feedback on
the standards, to address the concerns, if any, of the King Center and King Estate, and to discuss
possible licensing for the use of the logo for commercial and fundraising purposes, which are
currently prohibited under the ordinance.

At your request, | have been in regular contact with the licensing coordinator at Intellectual
Property Management ("I[PM"), the company responsible for administering all licensing matters
on behalf of the King Center and Dr. King's estate. Pursuant to Section 4, the County has
provided IPM with a copy of Ordinance 15378, draft guidelines defining the permitted and
unpermitted uses of the new logo, and links to County websites as illustrative examples of future
uses of the new logo, including websites outlining sponsorship arrangements and events
conducted within the Parks Department. At the licensing coordinator's request, IPM was also
provided copies of the new logo in various formats.

Except for the ordinance, which was provided to IPM in April 2006, the foregoing materials
were delivered to IPM in early December 2006, along with the request that IPM provide the
County with its feedback on them, including any concerns it believes they may present. The
licensing coordinator has forwarded the materials to upper management within IPM and the King
Center, and certain members of the King family, all of whom sit on a "management team." IPM
has also been informed about the process, plans and timing for unveiling the new County logo.
My most recent telephone conversation last week with the licensing coordinator is that the
management team has not provided any direction to her regarding the County's materials. With
respect to the possibility of obtaining a license to use the logo for purposes currently prohibited
under the ordinance, 1 was informed that the County would need to submit specific requests to
IPM for consideration on a case-by-case basis.
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Prosecuting Attorney
King County

Hon. Ron Sims
6 March 2007
Page 2

If I receive any further communications from IPM on this matter, I will be sure to inform you
and your staff.
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King County

February 16, 2007

Martin Luther King, llI
The King Center

449 Auburn Avenue, NE
Atlanta, GA 30312

Dear Mr. King:

As you know, we are proud to be Martin Luther King Jr. County, the only county in
the nation to choose your father as its namesake. We invite you and your family to
join us Sunday, March 11, 2007 at a community celebration as we conclude the 20-
year effort to adopt a name and logo that reflects the values of King County
government and its citizens.

We would be honared if you and your family can join us to help unveil King County’s
new logo: an original graphic image of your father, who has become a universal icon
for justice, equality and peace. We expect national media coverage as on the next
day, the County Council formally votes on the new logo, which we first shared with
your family’s foundation last December.

The unveiling will be in the same Seattle neighborhood where your father led a civil
rights march in 1961. The Rev. Samuel McKinney, Pastor Emeritus of Mt. Zion
Baptist Church, who marched with him, will host the logo unveiling at his church. We
expect thousands to gather to celebrate the change at this first public viewing of the
new logo.

The new logo was created by Tony Gable Design Group, a nationally prominent local
company chosen out of 29 applicants from across the nation. The number of
applicants for this job set a record for King County design contracts. The nearly year-
long design process involved community leaders, citizens and county employees.

We are a forward-thinking, diverse and inclusive community that embodies the values
and legacy of your father. We strive to be the model that your father dreamed of.
The county seat is in Seattle and we are home to such world business leaders as
Microsoft, Boeing and Starbucks. Soon, we’ll be the only government with the
Reverend Dr. King at its symbol.
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Martin Luther King, IlI
February 16, 2007
Page 2

The new logo was initiated by a vote of the County Council in February 2006. It will
replace a gold crown that has been used as the county logo for decades. King
County was created in 1852 as part of Oregon Territory and named after William
Rufus de Vane King, the short-lived vice president to President Franklin Pierce, who
was a slave owner and strong supporter of the Fugitive Slave Act.

It took a grassroots community effort spanning six years to get the State Legislature
to vote in 2005 to recognize the 1986 renaming of King County to Martin Luther King
Jr. County. Once the governor signed the legislation, it opened the door to create an
image more symbolic of the county’s new namesake and values.

We would be humbled to have you and other members of your family join us in this
historic moment that will speak to the universal legacy of your father’'s work. We are
also extending an invitation to Congressman Jim Lewis, who is enthusiastic about our
efforts.

Please let us know as soon as possible if you and others can join us. We can work
out the logistics once we know how many can come to Seattle. Our phone numbers
are: Executive Sims 206-296-4054; Council Chair Gossett 206-296-1002. Thank
you.

P < pr[!ull'y’;_ OIS, 4 (_-__,_ , -
Rew | / o p/m?//

S : . te
by, Loy -“:l

King Countly Executive e tone Aropcitan King County Councalt
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King County

March 1, 2007

Martin Luther King, IlI
The King Center

449 Auburn Avenue, NE
Atlanta, GA 30312

Dear Mr. King:

| am following up on our previous communications to keep you apprised of our activities
as we prepare to unveil the new Martin Luther King Jr. logo for your father's namesake
King County, Washington.

As mentioned in an earlier invitation, we hope you and your family will be able to join us
Sunday, March 11, 2007 at the community celebration concluding the 20-year effort to
replace our gold crown logo and adopt a namesake and logo that reflect the values of
King County government and its citizens — values we believe your father embodied.

The unveiling event will take place at 2 p.m. at Mt. Zion Church with Pastor Emeritus
Samuel McKinney, who invited your father to speak and lead a civil rights march in
Seattle in 1961. The two first became friends while attending Morehouse together as
undergrads. We expect thousands to gather to celebrate the change at this first public
viewing of the new logo.

The next day, Monday, March 12, 2007, the King County Council will meet in its
Committee of the Whole at 9:30 a.m. on the 10" floor of the King County Courthouse
Chambers to discuss and possibly act on the official logo legislation. That afternoon,
the final vote will be held at the King County Council at 1:30 p.m.

We look forward to you joining us, the community, and the local, state and civic leaders

who worked on this effort to change King County's identity to one that truly represents
the values and qualities of its people and leaders.
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Martin Luther King, IlI
March 1, 2007
Page 2

Please let us know if we can provide any additional information or assistance. Our
phone numbers are: Executive Sims 206-296-4054; Council Chair Gossett
206-296-1002. Thank you.

- [y, Ciossett
f 4/ 1 f\y [BhaSeY
King County Executive p Chuir, Metropohtan King County Council

/
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King County

Ron Sims
King County Executive

Chronology of voice and e-mail contacts with King Center Communications Staff

Friday, 2/16 — Made e-mail request and sent formal letter inviting MLK 1ll to attend the
community celebration. Also e-mailed King Center Communication staff.

Tuesday, 2/27 — 2" e-mail contact with King Center Communications Team.

Wednesday, 2/28 — Made two phone calls to Mayor of Atlanta’s office to request
assistance locating King Center “inside” phone numbers.

Wednesday, 2/28 — Made two phone calls to King Center main number, spoke with
reception. Connected with King Center Communications staffer Steve Klein’s voicemail.
Left voicemail message requesting opportunity to brief him on our planned

communications rollout so that they would be prepared for anticipated national media
calls.

Thursday, 3/1 morning — Phone Call/left message with Steve Klein reiterating message.

Thursday, 3/1 afternoon — Received return phone call from Steve Klein. Expressed
appreciation for call, outlined logo history and developments. He said he had already
received earlier information packets about this that we sent and found it a very
interesting development: he believes we are first municipality in the country to do this.

Requested a quote or acknowledgement of this momentous occasion from the family to
include in the national media materials. He said he would attempt to get one and would
call back.

Friday, 3/2 — E-mailed second e-mail and formal hardcopy invitation to MLK 11l with
signatures.

Friday, 3/2 — When no call was forthcoming by midday, made several calls to try to
reach Mr. Klein but was unsuccessful.
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Jones, Natasha

From: Jones, Natasha

Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2007 6:14 PM

To: sklein@thekingcenter.org

Cc: Duncan, Carolyn

Subject: King County Logo rollout draft media release

Attachments: LogoNationalMedia_0207.doc

Hi Steve — it was wonderful to chat with you today. As | mentioned, we’re preparing for both
local and national media attention on the rollout of our new logo for King County, which is a
newly-created image of Martin Luther King Jr., the namesake of King County, Washington.

I've attached our draft national media release and will send our updated national media rollout
plan tomorrow. It would be great to be able to include a quote from the King Center or the
family in this release or our post-event release to indicate they’ve weighed in on the new
design. Would you be able to facilitate that by close of business tomorrow? We can also draft a
quote for editing and approval if that would help. We're very excited about the new logo and

would appreciate any assistance you can provide. More later! - Natasha
Natasha Jones

Communications Manager

King County Department of Executive Services

Seattle, WA 98104

206-296-4222
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Duncan, Carolyn

From: Duncan, Carolyn

Sent: Friday, February 16, 2007 5:47 PM
To: communications@thekingcenter.org
Subject: King County logo family invitation

Importance: High
Attachments: LogoKingFamilylnvitation.doc

Dear Communications Team,

The elected leaders of King County, Washington, invite Martin Luther King Il to help unveil King County's new
logo, an original graphic image of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The county adopted Dr. King as its
namesake in 1986 instead the original 1852 namesake, William Rufus de Vane King, a slave owning Vice
President and strong supporter of the Fugitive Slave Act.

The event is the afternoon of March 11, 2007 at Mount Zion Baptist Church, hosted by Revernd Samuel
McKinney, pastor emeritus, who marched with Dr. King when he led a civil rights march in Seattle in 1962.

See attached letter inviting Mr. King and other members of the family who would like to attend this historic event.
The letter includes the background on the 20 year effort to shed the original namesake and our gold crown logo.
We have been coordinating this effort with your intellectual representatives.

Best Regards,

Carolyn Duncan
Communications Director

King County Executive Ron Sims

206-296-4063
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Page 1 of 1

Duncan, Carolyn

From: Duncan, Carolyn

Sent: Friday, February 16, 2007 12:19 PM
To: communications@thekingcenter.org

Subject: MLK Logo in King County Washington
Importance: High

Hello,

| would like to coordinate our planned media relations for the March 11, 2007 unveiling of a new logo for King
County, Washington. The new logo is an original graphic image of Martin Luther King Jr, our namesake. We
expect local and national coverage and want to let you know our plans and key messages.

Our county is known for excellence in government and innovations and is a national model for health care reform,
climate change, use of technology, criminal justice reforms and ending homelessness and poverty. Our Executive
believes our inclusive community and its values are those that the late Dr. King envisioned for all of America.

King County is home to Seattle, Microsoft, Boeing and Starbucks and was originally named in 1852 after William
Rufus de Vane King, a slave owning U.S. Vice President from Selma, Alabama. History notes he was a strong
supporter of the Fugitive Slave Act. In 1986 we passed legislaton to change our namesake to Martin Luther King
Jr. as a person who is representative of the values of our people and our government. Last year our County
Council voted to replace our logo (a gold crown) to an original image of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. o convey
more accurately our name and values.

We have been working with the The King Center's intellectual property represenative throughout the year long
process to hire a designer and design a new logo. We delivered a copy of the logo to your intellectual property
representative in December 2006. Now it is time to unveil the logo and begin using it as a symbol of King County
government.

We are planning a community event at Mount Zion Baptist Church in Seattle with Reverend Samuel McKinney
who marched with MLK in Seattle during Dr. King's only visit to Seattle. We are inviting King family members and
other civil rights leaders as well as the local, state and civic leaders who worked on the 20 year effort to change
King County’'s identity to one that truly represents the values and qualitys of it's people and leaders.

Please contact me and I'll give you more details. Also, see links to our home page and to news releases about
the logo change and the designer selection.

http://mww.metrokc.gov/council/news/2006/0206/MLK _Logo.htm
http://iwww.metroke.gov/exec/news/2006/1004logo.aspx

http://www.metrokc.gov/

Carolyn Duncan
Communications Director
King County Executive
Ron Sims
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Duncan, Carolyn

From: Duncan, Carolyn

Sent:  Tuesday, February 27, 2007 12:36 PM
To: communications@thekingcenter.org
Subject: MLK Logo unveiled March 11

Dear Communications Team:

I hope you have received my previous e-mail requesting a call from someone on your media relations team so we
can coordinate expected national news coverage of our our new King County logo. The logo is an original
graphic image of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and will replace our current logo, a gold crown. The unveiling of
the new logo will be 2 p.m., Sun., March 11 at a community event in Mt. Zion Church, hosted by Pastor Emeritus
Samuel McKinney who became friends with Dr. King when the two attended Morehouse College. It was Rev.
McKinney's invitation that brought Dr. King to Seattle in 1961 to lead a civil rights march. The march became the
only time Dr. visited Seattle. On March 12, the King County Council will be briefed on the logo change at 9:30
a.m. and is expected to vote on the logo at 1:30 p.m. that same afternoon.

We have invited members of the King Family, Congressman John Lewis, Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin, and
Fulton County Commission Chairman John John Eaves to join Washington state and local elected leaders for this
historic event. We are contacting Atlanta and national media about the upcoming event and council vote. | would
be happy to send you our communications plan.

As | shared with you in my previous request, the new logo is the culmination of a 20-year effort to change King
County's identity. First, the county's namesake was changed by the King County Council to Rev. Dr. King in 1986
replacing its original namesake, a 19th Century U.S. vice present who was a strong supporter of the Fugitive
Slave Act, William Rufus de Vane King. In 2005, after a six-year grassroots effort, the state legislature finally
approved the change of King County's namesake, opening the way to change the logo to a symbol reflective of
the values of the government and its citizens. Our designer sent the new logo to the King Family intellectual
property representative December 11, 2006.

It is our hope the Martin Luther King Ill and other members of the family can join us celebrate this historic
occasion.

Please call as soon as possible or send me the number of somecne | can contact.
Sincerely,

Carolyn Duncan
Communications. Director

King County Executive Ron Sims
206-296-4063 office
206-291-5652 cell
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March 8, 2007

The Honorable Larry Gossett, Chair
Metropolitan King County Council
Room 1200

COURTHOUSE

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

I am proud and honored to transmit the required attachments and details that will allow the
County Council to adopt the historic ordinance “To establish the official symbol of King County
to be the likeness of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” This transmittal puts in place the
final pieces necessary to create a new logo to represent King County. This logo culminates the
20-year effort to rename the county in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. and create a logo that
reflects the values of our government and its residents. This letter summarizes the actions we
have taken to comply with Ordinance 15378 to ensure the successful creation and
implementation of the new county logo.

Dr. King is a universal icon for equality, justice and peace whose legacy to this nation and the
world transcends race, but honoring him in this way is making history. Many communities have
honored King’s legacy by naming buildings, streets and schools after him. We believe we are
the only government to choose the Nobel Laureate and civil rights leader for its namesake and
logo. Those who have seen the logo are unanimous in the feeling that the new logo is
beautifully done and is a logo that we can be proud of as the symbol of our government.

Background on King County Namesake and Logo

Our efforts date back to February 24, 1986, where Bruce Laing and | sponsored Motion No.
6461 recognizing the accomplishments of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and renaming
King County in his honor. That motion was adopted by a 5-4 vote at the King County Council.
The courageous and foresighted “yes” votes were Laing, myself, Cynthia Sullivan, Audrey
Grueger and Bob Greive. Senator George Fleming worked to get the needed state approval of
the name change, but it was not given until a six-year long grassroots effort led by Senator
Adam Kline and Representative Eric Pettigrew resulted in legislative approval in 2005. On
April 19, 2005, Governor Christine Gregoire signed Senate Bill 5332 into law at the King
County Courthouse in a joyous signing ceremony.

Finally, on February 28, 2006, Ordinance 15378, sponsored by both yourself and

Councilmember Larry Phillips, was passed to establish the official symbol of King County to be
the likeness of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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The Honorable Larry Gossett
March 8, 2007
Page 2

Community members and state and local elected leaders contributed to this amazing
achievement. With County Council approval, King County will put aside the gold crown logo
and be represented by a symbol that reflects the core values of who we are as a county — values
such as integrity, justice, equality and diversity that Dr. King embodied throughout his life.

Details of King County Logo Design Process

Since Ordinance 15378 was enacted, we have been in a comprehensive design process that has
involved members of our community, county employees, and separately elected leaders.
4Culture was hired to solicit applicants for the design contract, manage the hiring process and
coordinate design process. | am proud to share with you that the bidding process for the King
County logo design received the highest number of submittals for any design contract in county
history. Top national, regional, and local firms competed for this historic project. Our selection
committee included community artists, top local graphic designers, as well as department
representatives and elected leaders.

The selection committee awarded the contract to a highly regarded local firm, Tony Gable
Design and his subcontractors, Vivian Phillips and Sharon Maeda. Prior to beginning the
project, Gable Design held focus groups with employees to understand the values that they
regard as defining the true meaning of public service. Focus groups with community leaders
and graphic designers also provided insight.

The process also included an analysis of King County’s logo and development of guidelines to
ensure consistent use of the new logo. The new logo, like the current crown logo, will not be
used for commercial purposes. We have also worked with the county’s graphic design, Internet
and KCTV technical staff about potential applications and uses. It has truly been a collaborative
effort to create a logo that will be functional in business applications as well as be representative
of our government’s values.

In addition to your personal contact with members of the King Family, Deputy Prosecutor Tom
Kuffel has been in regular contact with representatives of the family. We delivered copies of
the logo in various formats to the family in early December 2006. We have kept them informed
of the process, the use guidelines and plans for unveiling the logo. We have invited family
members to join us at a community celebration for the official unveiling of the logo.

Our initial use of the logo will begin immediately upon council approval. As required, attached
are detailed implementation plans for the departments as well as the sheriff, the courts and the
prosecutor. You will also find attached the revised Graphic Standards & Guidelines and the
Quick Reference Guide that will help county staff with the initial use of the new logo. Both will
be available online immediately after passage. Additionally, training sessions are being
scheduled to refresh employees on King County graphic standards.

As directed by council, we will have a phased-in, low cost implementation over the next five
years. For a period of time, both logos will be used. Current supplies such as letterhead or
business cards with the crown logo will be used until they run out or need to be replaced.
However, in anticipation of this change, departments have delayed making large orders of
supplies, uniforms and signage with the old gold crown in anticipation of approval of a new
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logo. For most departments, the initial phase will include the new logo used on stationary and
business cards as supplies run out. Upon your vote, we will immediately transition to the new
logo on King County Television, on the top pages of our Web site and on all media and outreach
materials. Metro Transit will immediately begin ordering new driver uniforms with the new
logo and parks will finish new trail kiosks.

Throughout the process, people have eagerly expressed their excitement and support of our logo
change. I would like to thank you for all your efforts on this remarkable, historic achievement.
It is a milestone that we should all be proud of. | believe this change we are making will
generate national media interest as we continue to demonstrate our dedication to excellence.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims
King County Executive

cc: King County Councilmembers
ATTN: Ross Baker, Chief of Staff
Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director
Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
Kurt Triplett, Chief of Staff, Office of the King County Executive (OKCE)
Sheryl Whitney, Assistant County Executive, OKCE
De’Sean Quinn, Council Relations Director, OKCE
Bengie Santos, Community Relations Manager, OKCE
Carolyn Duncan, Communications Director, OKCE
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