[image: image1.wmf]
Metropolitan King County Council

Transportation Committee

STAFF REPORT

	AGENDA ITEM:
	8
	
	PREPARED BY:
	Paul Carlson

	PROPOSED No.:
	2003-0335
	
	DATE:
	July 23, 2003


SUBJECT:  a motion authorizing the county executive to enter into an interlocal agreement with the city of Kent regarding improvements to South 277th Street and conveyance of road-related property.

SUMMARY:  Proposed Motion 2003-0335 (packet, Attachment 1) approves an interlocal agreement (ILA) with the city of Kent for the S. 277th Street road project (CIP #500298).  The ILA will facilitate cooperation between the city and County so the project can be constructed in an efficient and timely way.
BACKGROUND:  S. 277th Street is a significant east-west arterial in south King County.  Kent and Auburn have reconstructed other parts of the corridor and King County is the lead agency on the Phase III project to widen S. 277th between the West Valley Highway and the Frontage Road to the east of SR 167.  This part of S. 277th now carries 8,500-12,900 vehicles per day and is projected to carry 23,800-32,900 vehicles per day by 2020.
The project will widen S. 277th to four lanes with left-turn only and right-turn only lanes at every intersection; add curbs, gutters, 5.5-foot sidewalks, and a 5-foot bicycle lane on both sides of the road; widen the bridge over SR-167 to seven lanes (two through lanes and two left-turn-only lanes in each direction); complete a seismic retrofit of the bridge; raise the intersection with West Valley Highway by 2.5 feet so it will be above the 100-year floodplain; build a storm-water detention pond; relocate utilities; install new street lights; update and coordinate three traffic signals; and conduct wetland mitigation and flood compensation.

Proposed Motion 2003-0335 approves an interlocal agreement that sets forth county and city responsibilities for property acquisition, permitting, project construction, and maintenance of the completed project.  The ILA provides that:
· The County is responsible for engineering, administrative, inspection, and clerical services on the project.  The County Road Engineer has final authority on project design and management.

· The City has the right to review and approve construction activities within the city limits, and will inspect and accept work within the city.

· Following completion of construction, the city-county boundary will be adjusted so that S. 277th Street is entirely in unincorporated King County.  Portions of the West Valley Highway north of the resulting boundary line will be part of the Kent road network.
The ILA also permits the County to ask the city to acquire property within the city limits provided the county pays all costs.  This provision will not be exercised since the County has acquired all needed property within the city limits.

The ILA includes a commitment that the city will try to act quickly on any city permits and will only charge the County for actual time for permit review staff work.  According to Roads staff, the city permits have been issued and the city has been very helpful on the project.

The Roads CIP includes $11.5 million for the project in 2003.  The adopted 2003 budget provided these funds in 2003 and 2004, but the Council later approved legislation to move the entire appropriation into 2003 so the project could go to bid this year.  The Road Services Division hopes to put the project out to bid in mid-August.  Sums payable to Kent under this ILA are included in the budget.  
The City of Kent has approved the agreement.  No further policy issues have been identified.
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