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SUBJECT
A briefing on the King County Sheriff’s Office efforts to enhance officer safety.
SUMMARY

King County Sheriff Rahr will brief the Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee on efforts by her Office to enhance officer safety. Topics included in her briefing include state legislative activity and the development of a demonstration program concept focused on identification and preventative outreach to individuals with the greatest likelihood of committing violent acts.

BACKGROUND

The King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) supports its officers and the broader law enforcement community through its commitment to officer safety.  As such officer safety is a prominent theme from officer training, throughout the day-to-day working conditions, and in the performance of the KCSO.

Specific to training, each commissioned officer is required to attend regular training sessions to keep their skills and knowledge of best practices current.  Additionally, Roll-Call training is provided monthly to keep officer knowledge of policies and procedures current.  All of which is advised by a cross-functional KCSO training committee.

Due to the nature of the work performed by commissioned officers, equipment, such as up to date vests and even the type of vehicles are critical to officer safety.  As such, the KCSO is diligent in its evaluation and selection of officer equipment.
This commitment to officer safety as a high priority of the Sheriff goes as far as the KCSO Goals for 2010, where the Sheriff identified a primary goal to “Improve officer safety skills and procedures” and directed each division to develop unit‐specific actions to support the 2010 goals.  First quarterly reporting on these goals is due to the Sheriff by mid April
The recent officer deaths in Lakewood and Seattle, however, are reminders of the difficult and challenging roles of law enforcement officers, and the complexity of addressing issues of officer safety.  To that end, the Sheriff has been involved in providing legislative support for state law changes that can enhance the safety environment for law enforcement officers.  
Additionally, the KCSO has been working to develop and fund a demonstration/pilot program called RADAR. Radar is the Risk Assessment, Deterrence and Referral program that focuses on identification and prevention outreach to those individuals with the greatest likelihood of committing violent acts against police or other potential targets. 
The United States Department of Justice’s Protective Intelligence and Threat Assessment Investigations research has helped shape the development of the KCSO RADAR program.  This demonstration program focuses on changing the law enforcement paradigm from reactive (responding to an action after it occurs) to proactive (seeking out known concerns before an action take place to de-escalate an individual’s likelihood to commit violent acts). More specifically, this program would:

· Assess the likelihood of high-risk, violent activity using behavioral science-based assessments of individuals (as designed by medical and psychological professionals);

· Provide for direct outreach  to those individuals in an effort  proactively connect them with community resources, while de-escalating their likelihood to commit targeted activity; and 

· Develop real-time, individually-tailored response plans for the law enforcement community and for potential targets of these types of violent acts.
The KCSO is actively seeking funding for deployment and testing of this program concept. Sheriff Sue Rahr will speak to RADAR in her presentation to the committee.
ATTACHMENTS

1. KCSO RADAR PowerPoint Presentation 
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