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November 27, 2002

The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Enclosed for Council consideration and adoption is a proposed ordinance relating to the modification of the Department of Development and Environmental Services (DDES) fees in Title 27 of the King County Code. 

The unique profile of the DDES funding requires specific fund balances and financial contingency abilities.  The Council's omission during the 2003 budget adoption of the restructuring proposals proposed for Title 27 eliminated 60% of the new fees budgeted for DDES in 2003.  The decision places DDES in the position of reducing expenses in order to achieve a fund balance capable of withstanding a modest three-month decline in the building and land development industry.  Without this restructuring proposal, DDES will need to eliminate 14 occupied positions in January 2003 in order to responsibly manage its fund.

I am transmitting the enclosed Title 27 proposal in order to provide the County Council with the opportunity to consider the changes and restore 2003 funding to DDES.  If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Stephanie Warden, Director, Department of Development and Environmental Services, at 296-6701.

Sincerely, 

Ron Sims

King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  David deCourcy, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Rebecha Cusack, Lead Staff, BFM Committee




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Steve Call, Director, Office of Budget


Stephanie Warden, Director, Department of Development & Environmental Services

