Attachment A, March 27, 2024
King County Council Priorities for the 2025 Annual Budget

Investing in Community Safety 

King County’s public safety system has been impacted by nationwide staffing shortages stemming from the pandemic and, as a result, our community members face challenges and delays with access to justice. Our budget decisions should reflect our focus on improving community safety and trust-building with communities harmed by law enforcement. We should preserve appropriate and sustainable staffing levels in county operated and contracted detention facilities. Our budget should keep investments in diversion and restorative justice services for both youth and adults in our communities. The county should prioritize enhanced training for law enforcement officials and preserve investments in gun safety and harm reduction strategies. 

The 2025 Annual Budget should address recruitment and retention of public defenders, support ongoing efforts addressing the court backlog, and preserve access to civil legal aid, language translation, and court interpretation services.

Maintain Access to Critical Healthcare Services: Close the Gap

Our county will prioritize serving marginalized populations facing acute healthcare needs. King County’s behavioral health facilities should remain open as we face budget shortfalls. Preserving access to substance use disorder treatments and affordable reproductive health services in our clinics is imperative for our communities. Our government should avoid reducing services that harm people facing the highest need in our communities and prevent any clinic closures. Our budget should reflect the ongoing investments in the implementation and regional development of the Crisis Care Centers. 

In the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic, our public health workforce should be protected; the county must prevent staffing reductions in this critical department. The 2025 Annual Budget must apply an equity lens to any reduction impacts in budget decisions and critically evaluate proposed reductions reflected in King County’s equity and social justice values.

Housing Our Neighbors

Our region’s housing crisis requires continued investments in affordable housing developments, permanent supportive housing units, and emergency shelter capacity. The cost of living in our region supersedes average hourly wages, thus displacing countless of our neighbors further away from their communities. The 2025 Annual Budget should focus on housing our neighbors by expanding emergency shelter capacity during extreme weather events and ensuring county-owned Health Through Housing locations are permitted to operate in designated locations. Our government will work towards reducing the revolving need for emergency response and support services resulting from people being unsheltered.


Supporting Food Security

Some of our county’s families and community members live in “food deserts”, or geographic areas that have limited or restricted access to fresh foods, food banks, and grocery stores within a convenient traveling distance from their residences. Food deserts harm an individual’s health and expose people to food insecurity. Our neighbors should not rely on limited, unhealthy food options because of the geographic area they live in, and this should not dictate their standard of living. Our government should continue supporting investments in food banks and community-based programs that address food scarcity in our communities. The 2025 Annual Budget should make meaningful contributions to advance food security efforts in our region and meet the poverty support needs for vulnerable populations like seniors, children in the summer months, and veterans in need of assistance.

Connecting our County through Public Transit Investments

King County Metro connects our region with reliable transit service options from our ACCESS Paratransit and disability shuttles to Metro Flex, an on-demand neighborhood transit service. Maintaining King County Metro’s existing service hours and routes is critical for our region and our communities. The COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated that there is a high demand for all-day bus service in Unincorporated King County, in both rural and urban areas. Our 2025 Annual Budget should continue to fund services aimed at those most reliant on our system, such as the youth, elderly, and people with disabilities, by providing ACCESS shuttles and low-income fare options, and support efforts for free youth fare. 

The King County Council should consider preserving transit safety initiatives to encourage public usage and inform riders of the safety systems in place. Our budget decisions should continue investments in Metro staff recruitment and retention, while prioritizing funding for street safety projects in underserved areas and rural unincorporated King County.

Preserving Services in Unincorporated King County

Our Unincorporated King County communities should be fully supported by budget decisions in the 2025 Annual Budget process. We should preserve investments in Roads Division funding, Code Enforcement, and support expediting permitting processes for affordable housing developments. King County’s unincorporated areas require additional support for fire recovery efforts, roads, bridges, and infrastructure maintenance, and we must avoid any reductions in these services. Our government should use an equity lens in the budget decision-making processes to prevent any impact to Unincorporated King County communities that are heavily reliant on the Department of Local Services for their daily and urgent needs.
