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	Project
	Description of Request
	Activity Update

	1
	Transportation


	Secure the following in the Transportation Appropriations bill:

1. $15 million to purchase 42 Hybrid Clean Air Buses;

2. $3 million for County-wide Signal Program; 

3. $5 million to replace the South Park Bridge; 

4. $3.2 million for Vashon Island Passenger Only Ferry; and,

5. $2 million for Transit Oriented Development.

Secure the following in the reauthorization of the Transportation Equity Act:

1. $60 million in New Starts Program for an arterial and corridor Bus Rapid Transit System.

Support the following in the Transportation Appropriations bill:

1.    Continued funding for the FAST Corridor II program.

	The Senate Subcommittee passed the FY05 Transportation Appropriations bill on September 9th and the Full Committee passed it on September 14th.  The Senate followed the House lead by leaving nearly all earmarks, including any for King County, to be decided during the House-Senate conference.  The final bill is expected to be part of a larger omnibus bill that will be considered when Congress returns the week of November 15th or it could be part of a one-year CR that is said to be under consideration depending on the outcome of the elections.

	2
	Workforce Training

	· Increase Workforce Investment Act (WIA) formula allocation.  King County WorkSource Centers had 138,531 customer visits from 7/1/03 to 9/30/03, a 41% increase over the same period in 2002.  The demand for re-training and job placement services continues to skyrocket.  King County has obligated 100% of its WIA allocation on employment services for 3,160 currently enrolled customers.   (Current funding does not allow for any more enrollees at this time.)  The WIA funding streams are currently at risk of significant budget cuts that would have severe impacts on the capacity of WorkSource Centers to provide these essential services to dislocated and low-income workers.  In addition, the region's major employers are expected to make additional layoffs in the near future.  Without any additional funding King County will not be able to serve these customers.  

· Self-Sufficiency Initiative:  Secure $1 million in the Labor-Health and Human Services-Education Appropriations Bill to integrate workforce training services into other social services currently offered to ex-offenders transitioning back into the community.  The requested funding will concentrate on providing jobs skills, training and job placement.


	The Senate Appropriations Committee passed its FY05 Labor-HHS Appropriations bill on September 15th.   The bill did not include any earmarks for Members’ projects.  The House passed its version of the Labor-HHS Appropriations bill on September 9th.  The bill did not include any earmarks for specific projects.  It is expected that projects will be added in the House-Senate conference.  However, it is rumored that the Labor-HHS bill is also in jeopardy of being part of a one-year CR.
TFG followed up with the Senate offices to encourage their continued support for the County’s Self Sufficiency Initiative earmark request.


	3
	Salmon Recovery

	Secure the following in the Energy and Water Appropriations bill (Corps of Engineers):
· $2.5 million for the Green/Duwamish Ecosystem Restoration Program.
· Funding for Salmon Habitat Restoration Studies, specifically:
· $955,000 for the Lake Washington/Ship Canal Ecosystem Study;

· $1.9 million for the Puget Sound Nearshore Marine Habitat Study; and 

· $580,000 for the Puyallup River Basin Ecosystem Restoration Study.
· $3 million for the Puget Sound and Adjacent Waters Initiative.
Support the following in the Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations bill:

· Funding for the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Program.  Continued federal funding is crucial at a time when the WRIA plans are underway and projects are being identified.  Continued support for the Salmon Recovery Funding Board at $34 million level.


	The Senate did not act on the FY05 Energy and Water (E&W) Appropriations bill before adjourning October 11th.  TFG met on October 26th with House E&W staff, who reported the bill has a 50/50 chance of becoming part of a one-year CR, even if there is an omnibus, because of the Yucca Mountain issues.  It all depends on the outcome of the elections.


	4
	Growth Management/ Smart Growth


	· Maury Island Conservation Initiative:  Secure $2 million in the Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations bill. The Initiative brings together a unique array of partners in an effort to preserve the significant ecological values of the Marine Island Aquatic Conservancy and associated uplands.  The partners include the State of Washington, King County, the Cascade Land Conservancy and the Vashon/Maury Island Land Trust.  The Conservancy protects critical nearshore salmon habitat, which has been identified as a top priority for preservation by the WRIA 9 watershed planning process.

· Cedar Green Partnership (formerly known as Rock Creek Vision) -- Secure $5 million to leverage private and local funds to ensure long term forestry in the rapidly growing Eastern King and Pierce County Forest zones.  
· Forest Legacy:  Support funding for the forest legacy projects proposed by the State of Washington for the acquisition of development rights on forest parcels.  The State proposal includes projects in King County worth $3 million. 
· Juanita Drive Woodlands Open Space Project: Secure $1 million through the competitive grants process to assist the partnership of King County, Cascade Land Conservancy, the State of Washington, the City of Kirkland, the Denny Creek Neighborhood Alliance and, possibly, the Lake Washington School District for the purpose of ensuring long-term conservation and environmental stewardship of approximately 40 acres of forested land located in unincorporated King County in the Holmes Point area. 

	The Senate Appropriations Committee passed the Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations bill on September 15th.  The bill included $2 million for the Maury Island Conservation Initiative.  The House passed its version of the bill in July.  However, it did not include funding for this project.  The difference in funding levels will be worked out in the upcoming House-Senate conference.
The Senate Appropriations Committee passed the Interior Appropriations bill on September 15th.  The bill included $2 million for Cedar Green Partnership and funded the entire Forest Legacy Program at $76.3 million.  The House Appropriations Committee passed its version of the bill in June, which included $1.6 million for the Cedar Green Partnership and $43.1 million for the Forest Legacy program.  These differences will be worked out in the upcoming House-Senate conference.


	5
	Homeland Security/ Bioterrorism


	· Support legislation to streamline funding to local first responders and equip them with greater control over how grant resources would be expended at the local level.

· Support increased funding for local governments to conduct security assessments for water treatment plants, drinking water distribution facilities, and transportation infrastructure, along with funding to support the implementation of security projects for such facilities.  

· Support grant funds to develop and implement pre-incident emergency management planning to provide preparation for domestic terrorism and other issues where interagency coordination, cooperation and execution are critical to public safety.

· Support increased funding for city and county organizations to target major population centers providing regional services in response to weapons of mass destruction.

· Support funding to enhance the basic infrastructure of the public health system and its ability to prepare for and respond to acts of terrorism, especially bioterrorism.

 
	TFG provided the County with information regarding e-911 services and legislation to allow for the taxation of Voice Over Internet Protocols.

 

TFG provided the County with an update regarding legislation to amend the funding formulas for Homeland Security block grants (H.R. 10, the 9/11 Implementation Act).

 

The House and Senate passed the final Homeland Security Appropriations bill on October 9th and 11th, respectively.  The President signed the bill, P.L. 108-334 on October 18th.  The law will decrease available funding through the state block grant program, but increase funding to the County through the Urban Area Security Initiative.



	6
	Regional Interagency Wireless Communications and Data Sharing Pilot Project


	Secure $500,000 million in Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations bill (COPS) for the King County Sheriff’s Office to fund the startup of a Wireless System at the patrol level.


	

	7
	Molten Fuel Cell Demonstration Project

	Secure $2.5 million in the VA, HUD and Independent Agencies Appropriations bill, (EPA-EPM).  This project has received $8.3 million in federal funding from FY 1998 to FY 2002.  A total of $5 million in federal funding is needed in to complete this project.

	The Senate Appropriations bill marked up their version of the VA, HUD Appropriations bill on September 21st.  The bill included $400,000 for the Molten Fuel Cell.  The House Appropriations Committee marked up their version of the bill in July.  However, it did not include funding for this project.  The difference in funding will be negotiated during the House-Senate conference.  However, this is another bill that is rumored to be under consideration for a possible year-long CR.
Meanwhile, TFG is working with the County, Senator Cantwell and Senator Murray to schedule a dedication of the King County Fuel Cell Power Plant.  Press will be invited.  This event is expected to occur either November 8th or November 10th, depending on the availability of the Senators.

	8
	Medicaid


	King County supports legislation to increase the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP).  King County Regional Support Network (mental health), drug and alcohol services and developmental disabilities services rely on Medicaid funding.

	There is no real chance of such legislation to be passed by Congress in the remaining days of the 108th Congress.

	9
	Magnuson Act Amendment


	Secure legislative language that would allow NOAA the discretionary authority to access and employ local law enforcement resources to fulfill certain duties mandated by the Magnuson Act. This authority would allow NOAA to contract with King County for Magnuson Act enforcement.


	


GENERAL
TFG scheduled and participated in meetings during September with Chuck Williams and Tom Bristow that included the congressional delegation and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services/Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  The meetings with the delegation reinforced the County’s positions and the importance of including King County’s priorities in the final FY05 appropriations bills that are pending.   The County also requested support for legislation that would change the current CMS definition of "Institutions of Mental Diseases."   The current definition limits Institutions of Mental Disease to facilities with fewer than 16 beds.  A new definition that includes larger facilities would save the County millions of dollars in funding for its mental health initiatives.
TFG and the County met with Dennis Smith, Director of Centers for Medicaid and State Operations to discuss the possibility of redefining what constitutes an Institution of Mental Diseases.  While Mr. Smith was sympathetic to the plight of King County and other similarly situated local governments, he was not supportive of the County’s request for an administrative or regulatory change to address the problem.  Mr. Smith encouraged the County to work with its congressional delegation and the relevant congressional committees of jurisdiction to find a legislative solution.

The House adjourned on October 9th and the Senate on October 11th until after the November 2nd elections.  Congress plans to return November 15th in order to finalize work on appropriations bills and possibly other high priority items.
