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Subject
Foundational Public Health Services Resolution 
Purpose

This resolution encourages the Washington state legislature to fund Foundational Public Health Services.  
Foundational Public Health Services (FPHS) is a state framework that redefines Public Health’s core capacities and who should pay for core services – things that historically have been chronically underfunded. FPHS are composed of a basic set of Foundational Capabilities that support the Foundational Programs – things like Assessment (surveillance and epidemiology), Emergency Preparedness and response (all hazards), Communications, Policy Development and Support, Community Partnership Development, and Business Competencies. These capabilities and programs provide a strong public health foundation, and they must be available to every community so that all people in Washington are protected. 
Background
Foundational Public Health Services (FPHS) is a new state framework that redefines Public Health’s core capacities and who should pay for core services – things that historically have been chronically underfunded. The repeal of the Motor Vehicle Excise Tax 15 years ago started a downward spiral of state dollars – a key contributor to today’s public health funding crisis. This new framework has been developed with the State Department of Health, the Washington State Association of Public Health Officials and tribal governments. The goal is to ensure all Washington communities will receive a basic level of public health services and protections. 

The guiding principles for this framework are:

1. There is a limited statewide set of core public health services, called Foundational Public Health Services (FPHS), that government is responsible for providing. 
2. Core public health services are funded through dedicated revenues that are predictable, reliable and sustainable, and responsive to changes in demand and cost over time.
3. Governmental public health services are delivered in ways that maximize the efficiency and effectiveness of the overall system. 
4. Governmental public health activities are tracked and performance is evaluated using evidence-based measures. 
5. Local revenue generating options are provided to address locally driven priorities that are targeted to specific community problems. 

FPHS are defined as a basic set of capabilities and programs that must be present in every community in order to efficiently and effectively protect all people in Washington. These services provide a strong foundation from which the state and local communities can deliver Additional Important Services that respond to and are local community priorities. While FPHS are needed equitably statewide for the system to work, Additional Important Services meet local public health threats and priorities that can vary significantly from community to community. 
Additionally, there are Foundational Capabilities – core business capacities that provide critical support to the Foundational Programs – things like Assessment, Emergency Preparedness, Communications, Policy Development and Support, Community Partnership Development, and Business Competencies. Together, these Foundational Programs and Foundational Capabilities make up the Foundational Public Health Services.  See Figure 1 below. The Governmental Public Health system believes FPHS should be funded through state dollars. Following a system-wide assessment, we know the cost of delivering these services statewide is $450 million/biennium. 
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In the 2017-2019 state biennial budget, governmental public health received $15 million in one-time dollars to pay FPHS. In King County, we received $5.8 million. These dollars were spent addressing healthcare-associated infections, preventing the transmission of Hepatitis B from moms to their babies, addressing emerging diseases and sexually transmitted diseases, and expanding testing and treatment of those living with Hepatitis C.  

Looking toward the next biennium, the governmental public health system will be asking for state dollars to fund communicable disease, environmental health and assessment. 

Analysis 
The resolution being considered by the Board of Health calls on the Washington state Legislature to allocate sustainable and significant funding that is necessary to support foundational public health services in all communities, and allow public health to continue rebuilding its statewide system with added efficiency.
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