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September 7 , 2006

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

COURTHOUSE

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

I am pleased to transmit for your consideration the attached ordinance authorizing execution of an interlocal agreement between the City of Auburn (City) for Downtown Transit Oriented Development (TOD).

The agreement offers a partnership opportunity for the City of Auburn and King County (County) to convert underutilized land onto uses that promote joint goals, for improved transit facilities, economic development, and affordable housing.  It also furthers the policy goals of both King County and the TOD Program by increasing transit ridership, encouraging development in urban centers, promoting affordable housing, addressing air quality impacts on climate change, and creating neighborhood densities that encourage walking and other physical activity.

The agreement has three main components:  (1) Developer selection, (2) Negotiation for park-and-ride stalls, and (3) Agreement by the City to purchase a portion of the Auburn Airport lot, also known as the 15th street lot owned by Metro Transit.
The City would issue a request for developer proposals as early as October 2006 to build a mixed-use project combining affordable housing and transit park-and-ride.  The TOD would be built on underutilized land in the vicinity of the existing Sounder garage, thus centralizing housing and transit functions in one downtown facility.
County staff would negotiate separately with the chosen developer, in March 2007, for 100 park-and-ride stalls in the project.  Upon delivery of the new park-and-ride stalls, the County would close and sell the nearby, underutilized 15th Street lot.

The City intends to purchase a portion of the 15th Street lot for a planned airport runway extension.  The remaining portion, once declared surplus to County needs, would be sold for commercial redevelopment with proceeds returned to the Public Transportation Fund.
I urge prompt and favorable Council consideration of this interlocal agreement to allow solicitation of a developer to begin this fall.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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ATTN:
  Ross Baker, Chief of Staff




  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director




  Paul Carlson, Lead Staff, Transportation Committee




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Harold S. Taniguchi, Director, King County Department of Transportation (DOT)


Ron Posthuma, Assistant Director, DOT


Kevin Desmond, General Manager, Metro Transit Division, DOT


Ed Walker, Senior Project Manager, Transit Oriented Development, DOT

