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SUBJECT

An ordinance approving the Fall City Water District 2016 Water System Plan.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2017-0477 would approve an update to Fall City Water District 2016 Water System Plan, meeting the requirement for a water utility to provide water service in King County.  

BACKGROUND 

The Fall City Water District owns and operates a water system located in the central part of King County. The service area encompasses 21 square miles or 13,445 acres of land, much of which consists of steep slopes or floodplain and ranges in elevations from a low of 80 feet to a high of over 1,200 feet. Currently the District has 1,117 accounts, which serve 2,967 people (1,099 residential Equivalent Residential Units (ERUs)) and 134 ERUs for commercial/ governmental/ industrial connections, for a total of 1,233 ERUs. The District has seven wells, approximately 26 miles of water mains and 924,585 gallons of storage. 

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee (UTRC) to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all  water and sewer comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides state regulatory agencies with the determination required under RCW 43.20.260 that the Plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and implementing development regulations.

Additionally, King County has adopted a Comprehensive Plan that includes policies that address water policies for facilities and services, calling for consistency with other adopted plans, pursuit of reclaimed water, water conservation, and protection of water resources.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF FALL CITY WATER DISTRICT 2016 WATER SYSTEM PLAN
 
The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan in June 2017 (see attachment 4 to this staff report for a more detailed description of the UTRC review).  The UTRC found the Plan meets the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and has recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area:  The District’s existing water service area abuts the City of Snoqualmie service area along the southeasterly boundary and easterly boundary near Tokul Creek. The service area extends southwesterly to the top of Mitchell Hill and westerly to abut the service area of Sammamish Plateau Water and Sewer District. The service area extends northwesterly to the ridge on the westerly side of the Snoqualmie Valley to abut the Ames Lake Water Association service area boundary and northerly to the area south of Griffin Creek to abut the City of Carnation service area boundary. The District's service area includes the unincorporated Rural Town of Fall City and encompasses several existing smaller water systems including Spring Glen Water Association and Spring Glen Mobile Home Park.

Supply:  The District’s facilities include seven wells, approximately 26 miles of water mains and 924,585 gallons of storage. The UTRC determined that the District’s water plan demonstrates that the District has ample water supply to provide service consistent with the requirements of all applicable statutes, codes, rules, and regulations. In 2016 the District averaged 172 gallons per day per residence and 364 gallons per day for non-residential connections.

Growth: The District states water supply will support anticipated growth. The plan does not discuss climate change impacts on water supply. The District implements water conservation and efficiency efforts to protect natural resources, reduce environmental impacts, and support a sustainable long-term water supply to serve the growing population to the extent required by law. The District did not identify any inability to meet service needs within its service area.

System Improvements:  The District’s capital improvement plan (CIP) recommends improvements totaling approximately $4,229,328 over a 10-year period. The improvements will be financed through a low interest rate loan, connection charges and capital project fees. If revenue or funding does not occur as anticipated, the plan states that the District may defer its capital improvement schedule into the next 10 years. The UTRC noted that it considers the CIP adequate and appropriately focused with funding sources identified to meet anticipated facility and service needs. The District’s water use efficiency report for 2016 reports a negative 3.3 percent of water loss of total water produced. The District noted that it believed there was a source meter problem and replaced the source meter on Well 2 in 2016. The District’s water use efficiency goal is to maintain residential yearly average use at 218 gallons and two times that for non-residential connections.

SEPA:  The District completed a State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) checklist for the Plan and, as lead agency under SEPA, issued a determination of nonsignificance for the approval of the Plan on May 1, 2017. There were no appeals.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-0477 (attachments available in the Clerk’s office)
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
4. UTRC Matrix
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