
[bookmark: _GoBack]

King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee

Recommendations for the Allocation of
2018 Conservation Futures Tax Levy Collections and
 2018 King County Parks Levy Regional Open Space Acquisition Funds 

June 16, 2017    


Brief Background:


Conservation Futures 

King County’s Conservation Futures tax (CFT) is a dedicated portion of property taxes that are collected throughout King County. CFT funds are used to purchase open space lands and conservation easements in unincorporated King County and in King County’s cities. Properties acquired with CFT funds must be from voluntary, willing sellers. Each spring the King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee reviews applications from King County and city agencies, as well as community groups. The Committee recommends project funding allocations to the King County Council and Executive, which then approve CFT funding allocations in the annual budget ordinance. CFT projects are required to have matching funds that are equal to or greater than the CFT funds allocated to a project, with a goal of gaining broader financial participation through city, state, federal and other funding sources. This year the Committee received $21.4 million in requests for fiscal year 2018 CFT funds. There is $11.33 million in estimated fiscal year 2018 CFT funds available for distribution to projects.   


King County Parks Levy / Regional Open Space Acquisition Fund
	
	The King County Parks Levy (PL) regional open space acquisition funds were part of a county-wide, six-year ballot measure approved by voters in August 2013. PL funds are available for open space and trail acquisition projects by King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks. The King County Council and Executive have requested the Conservation Futures Citizens Committee to review the applications and make an annual recommendation for the PL open space and trail acquisition project allocations. This is done in tandem with the Committee’s review of applications for King County CFT funds to help King County coordinate its open space acquisition funding decisions. This year the Committee received $12.02 million in requests for fiscal year 2018 PL funds. There is $7.49 million in estimated fiscal year 2018 PL regional open space funding available for distribution. 


This year’s Application Review and Funding Recommendation Process 

The applications for fiscal year 2018 CFT and PL funds were forwarded to King County by March 8, 2017. There were 47 applications this year, including 30 submitted from King County and 17 for projects within cities. At the March 28, 2017 meeting the Committee conducted an initial discussion of the applications, and identified questions and clarifications to pursue in the coming month. The Committee then went on six evening and weekend field trips in April to view the application sites. At the field trip sites, the applicants typically discussed their projects and answered questions from Committee members. A few sites that the Committee has seen recently were not visited, and applicants presented their proposals at nearby project sites. The Committee then conducted three meetings in early May to discuss the applications and make final recommendations on funding for each of the projects. 

In its review, the Committee looked at each project’s open space resources and benefits, and the likelihood of a project’s success. There are many potential open space categories, and the Committee each year strives to provide a balanced package of open space acquisition projects, including wildlife and salmon habitat, farmland preservation, passive outdoor recreation, hiking and equestrian trails, or city green spaces and greenbelts. The Committee also looks at factors related to the likelihood of success for specific projects and broader public policy initiatives. These include landowner willingness to sell a property, meeting equity and social justice goals, the threat of loss of open space resources, once-in-a-generation opportunities, the equitable geographic distribution of projects throughout King County, and more. 

Most of the applications for funding this year continue a trend by public agencies to acquire buffers, missing links, or inholdings in parks and natural areas, creek and river corridor systems, regional parks and trails, urban greenbelts, agricultural areas, and scenic corridors. Each of the acquisitions recommended for funding in this report plays a part, large or small, towards protecting and preserving multiple-property, landscape-scale open spaces, as well as preserving smaller greenspaces in our more densely populated urban areas. The Committee recognizes that great progress has been made in recent decades to preserve natural resources like the Mountains to Sound Greenway, the Snoqualmie Valley, the Enumclaw Plateau, the regional trail system, city park systems, and creek and river corridors. But the members recognize that after all of the admirable regional conservation and park provision work that has occurred, with our region’s tremendous growth these efforts have not been completed. There is still a significant amount to do in the coming years to finish what has been started to protect our natural resources and provide urban park systems so that they can be sustained in the long term, as well as to provide resiliency and preserve habitat in the face of a changing climate.

 	
The following report begins with a list of highlights of this year’s projects, and the remainder of the report gives more detailed explanations of the Committee’s funding recommendations for each project. A summary table listing all of the funding recommendations may be found at the end of the report.

Recommendations for FY 2018 CFT & PL Funding	1

City Project Highlights: 

· Bothell and King County seek to complete fundraising this year for Wayne Golf Course, preserving most of the 89-acre site along the Sammamish River for conservation purposes allowing for passive recreation and habitat restoration opportunity. 
· Federal Way is working to conserve forests, trails and waterfront along North Lake in the headwaters of East Hylebos watershed, the start of a multi-year effort to acquire portions of the former Weyerhaeuser campus.
· Issaquah continues conservation along Issaquah Creek, focusing on buy-outs at Newport Way and Front Street to establish a large greenspace at this southern entry to downtown.
· Kent targets a small inholding in the McSorley Creek Wetland where Kent has been actively conserving land over the past decade.
· At Clark Lake, Kent builds on past successes and seeks to acquire the final inholdings, to allow for significant restoration and trail extension around the lake.
· Kirkland is partnering with a local citizen’s group to acquire open space in support of a trail connection between Juanita Heights Park and Juanita Beach Park.
· Lake Forest Park is working with citizens to acquire a 5.6-acre wooded property that contains a tributary to Lyons Creek, the largest undeveloped property remaining in the city.
· In the Broadview/Bitter Lake Open Space, Seattle is purchasing a surplus Seattle City Light property that connects to the Interurban Trail and serves as neighborhood green space.
· A citizen’s group applied for funds to protect a surplus Seattle City Light property in West Seattle to create a community garden and homestead skills site adjacent to Genesee Hill Elementary School.
· Seattle continues to purchase inholdings to allow contiguous greenspace corridors and viewsheds in the regional East Duwamish and West Duwamish Greenbelts.
· At Genesee Park, Seattle Parks seeks reimbursement funding to pay Seattle City Light for an inholding within Genesee Park, which is already incorporated into existing open space and paths.
· Seattle seeks reimbursement for the recent acquisition of the final inholding at Greenwood Park, opening the eastern side of the park for passive recreational uses and restoration.
· Seattle targets an inholding in Kiwanis Ravine in Magnolia, a large greenbelt and habitat corridor through the neighborhood that in the past has hosted a large heron colony.
· The Committee recommended partial funding toward a future park purchase as part of a redevelopment project at Northgate Urban Center. The Committee encourages Seattle to try to leverage open space dedication through a development agreement.
· Protection of Thornton Creek tributary Little Brook continues, acquiring a wooded inholding that is visible from 35th Ave NE and a recently acquired viewpoint.
· Snoqualmie continues to work to establish a 1.2-mile long Riverwalk trail corridor along the Snoqualmie, purchasing frequently flooded homes to allow restoration and trail development.


King County Project Highlights: 

· In the Snoqualmie watershed, King County is seeking the final funding to preserve 170 acres on the north side of Soaring Eagle in the future Emerald Necklace trail corridor, in partnership with the Trust for Public Land (TPL) and with strong investment from transfer of development rights funds under the King County-Sammamish Interlocal Agreement.
· The Committee recommends funding to complete the acquisition of two King County Roads parcels at Mitchell Hill, continuing work to preserve forest cover and extend trail connections. 
· At Patterson Creek Natural Area the county seeks to acquire a parcel on a tributary to Patterson Creek, adding to a broad protected wetland and stream corridor.
· King County is working with Trust for Public Land to explore the protection of the Raging River Quarry site, potentially preventing expansion of the mine into forested land along the river and acquiring the entire site; the county sought initial funding toward a multi-year fundraising effort.
· The county is working on the final inholdings at Rattlesnake Mountain Exit 31, leveraging Transfer of Development Right funds to protect some or all of the inholdings in support of future trail connections to the Raging River Forest.
· The county seeks funding for an easement for Snoqualmie Valley Trail right-of-way north of Duvall to the county line; the Committee recommends an initial award to work with the landowner to determine a feasible route past the existing farm buildings built on the former railroad right-of-way.
· The county continues work to acquire frequently flooded or at-risk properties along the Tolt and to allow levee setback and habitat protection, leveraging flood control district dollars.
· In the Cedar/Lake Washington Watershed, in the Bear Creek basin funding is recommended to continue acquisition at the outlet of Cottage Lake to preserve habitat and provide restoration opportunity, and to provide start-up funds to preserve forested wetlands on Cold Creek.
· In the Middle Bear Creek project, the Committee recommends funding for a forested parcel that is a past Waterways 2000 target along Bear Creek; further south the Committee recommends initial funds to acquire land along Bear Creek that represent portions of larger developed parcels.
· In the Cedar River basin, a property at Mouth of Taylor Reach Natural Area is targeted to remove a home from the edge of the floodplain and allow restoration. At Elliott Bridge Reach the county seeks to purchase a long-targeted home on the south side of the river and expand restoration.
· Acquisition of inholdings continues between Cougar Mountain Park and Talus Development on the edge of Issaquah; the county also sought start-up funding for a large set of forested properties on the south side of Cougar Mountain.
· In Bellevue, the acquisition of a small parcel at the south end of the Eastside Rail Corridor’s Wilburton Gap will allow a logical terminus for the WSDOT-funded bridge over southbound I-405, also allowing for the construction of a parking lot with links to Mercer Slough and regional trails.
· In the Green River Watershed, the county seeks to expand Black Diamond Open Space at the north edge of Black Diamond, acquiring a parcel in support of equestrian trail connections to a regional backcountry trail corridor.
· The county seeks to acquire several large parcels containing mature forest and a small lake east of Enumclaw for passive recreation, trail connection, and habitat protection purposes.
· A new project this year starts a multi-year project to acquire land around Keevie Lake, a relatively undeveloped lake west of Black Diamond in the headwaters of Crisp Creek, which offers important bird and wildlife habitat in this developing area.
· At Lower Newaukum Creek the county stewardship and agriculture programs are partnering on a few parcels where the agriculture program would preserve working farms, and the stewardship program would purchase additional protection on the slopes to conserve mature forested stands.
· Conservation of parcels continues along Middle Newaukum Creek where the targets this year are small parcels on the mainstem creek offering habitat restoration opportunity.
· At Pinnacle Peak Park in the White River Watershed, the county continues to target the final inholdings, supporting public recreational use of the site.
· The county and the non-profit SHADOW continue to identify easements to conserve forested wetlands at Shadow Lake; the Committee encourages the county to use existing funds and appraise the preferred footprint and to return in 2018 with a funding request.
· On Vashon/Maury Islands, the county continues work on Big Beach, this year prioritizing purchase of two landslide-threatened homes adjacent to Neill Point Natural Area, which will prevent bank armoring and open up new opportunity for public access to the natural area.
· The county seeks to add additional forested acreage and trail routes to the recently opened Frog Holler Forest – and seeks appraisal funding in the Southern Forest Feasibility project seeking to preserve up to 400 acres of forest in easement and fee in southern Vashon Island.
· At Island Center Forest, the county seeks easements on additional property for farm, conservation, and trail use adjacent to Matsuda Farm, working with Vashon-Maury Island Land Trust (VMILT). The award will fund appraisals; the applicant is encouraged to request funds in 2018.
· The county and VMILT seek to purchase a property at the Judd Creek estuary to expand existing open space sites, offer habitat restoration opportunity, and allow trail extension through the area.
· At Point Heyer the county targets easements on portions of parcels to conserve shoreline and prevent armoring along this significant drift cell.
· An easement on Vashon Golf Course will remove 5 of 6 development rights to ensure permanent open space on most of the property, allow public trail opportunity encircling the course, and public use of the parking lot to access local trails. 
· The county seeks to protect several farms on the Enumclaw Plateau through deed and agreements; on two sites it is working in partnership with the stewardship program, which will further protect the sloped ravine portions with a conservation easement or fee purchase.
· In the Lower Green APD, in an area between densely developing Kent and Auburn, the county is working to purchase five parcels in fee in order to lease land to farmers who may not otherwise be able to afford to farm.
· The county continues the successful model of the Transfer of Development Rights program to protect farms in the Snoqualmie, Green, and Enumclaw APDs, selling development rights into dense urban areas such as Seattle, which helps fund protection of additional farm acreage.

Summary Highlights of the Committee’s Recommendations 


FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INDIVIDUAL PROJECTS

CITIES:

Bothell/King County – Wayne Golf Course            CFT: $ 500,000 $0	    -$200,000 (Front Nine)
     -$205,000 (Back Nine)
	            Parks Levy: $370,000 (Back Nine)   $775,000 PL (Back Nine)
King County and Bothell have partnered with Forterra to conserve both the Front Nine and the Back Nine portions of the Wayne Golf Course in this project of regional importance. Wayne Golf Course is situated along the Sammamish River near SE Bothell Way (State Route 522) and adjacent to the Burke-Gilman Regional Trail. Two decades ago Bothell used CFT bond funds to purchase the development rights over 46 acres of the Front Nine to preserve scenic open space along the Sammamish River and the Burke-Gilman Trail. Significant riparian restoration is envisioned along the Sammamish River which is a WRIA 8 Tier 1 migratory corridor for several salmonid species and provides many wildlife habitat functions. There is a high degree of citizen interest from the community and OneBothell.
The 50-acre Front Nine consists of 46 acres covered by the easement and a 4-acre active use area. 
· 46 acres covered by conservation easement: Bothell will purchase the fee ownership of this land, receiving $500,000 CFT in fiscal year 2016 & 2017, and 2017 reallocation funds. The city will ensure that the use of this land complies with CFT passive recreational guidelines.
· 4-acre active use area: Bothell will purchase this area using city funds. The city and county may partner on a parking lot for the Burke-Gilman Trail in this area as part of site development. 
The 39-acre Back Nine consists of a 35-acre passive use area and a 4-acre active use area.
· 35-acre passive use area – easement: King County will purchase a conservation easement on the 35-acre passive use area. King County is receiving $2.95 million CFT in fiscal year 2016 & 2017, and 2017 reallocation funds and $350,000 Parks Levy in 2017 reallocation funds. 
· 35-acre passive use area – fee: Bothell will purchase the underlying fee to the passive use area.
· 4-acre active use area: Bothell will purchase the entirety of this area (though one acre will meet CFT requirements with parking and trailhead functions, counting as CFT match). 
The city, county and Forterra have sought a variety of funding sources including salmon recovery funding board, cooperative watershed management, state legislative appropriation and state habitat-related grant requests. There is uncertainty about whether all requested funds will be received, which may limit the ability to match CFT funds. As awards are secured, the city, county and Forterra will collaborate to determine how and where the funds should be applied. There is a high level of certainty that funding will be complete with the additional funding recommendations identified below.
Originally this year the city applied for an additional $500,000 CFT (beyond the $500,000 it already has been awarded). However, based on best available information, it recently became clear that the city only needs $300,000 of its existing CFT for the Front Nine, and that CFT match may be limited. The city therefore withdrew its request for $500,000 CFT for the Front Nine, and instead King County in partnership with the city applied for $370,000 PL for the Back Nine to fill the known funding gap.
The Committee recommends fulfilling the following requests, which were made by the city and county in partnership to complete the acquisition and meet CFT match requirements: 
· Return a total of $405,000 in CFT (representing $200,000 CFT from the Front Nine and $205,000 CFT from the Back Nine); 
· Receive a total of $775,000 in Parks Levy (representing $405,000 in Parks Levy to replace the reduction in CFT funds, and an additional $370,000 in Parks Levy to fill the final funding gap).

Federal Way – East Hylebos Watershed Conservation	$ 1,000,000	$ 1,000,000
The City of Federal Way, with strong support from the community and the Save Weyerhaeuser Campus group, is working on a regionally significant project to protect open space on the former Weyerhaeuser campus. The project targets 53.8 acres of Category 1 wetland, wetland buffer, lakefront, and associated forests along North Lake in the headwaters of the East Hylebos Watershed. The acquisition will help support natural water quantity and quality functions in the downstream reaches of East Hylebos Creek important to salmon species. The purchase retains mature forests, offers wildlife habitat, functions as a community separator near the edge of the urban growth area, and preserves a popular trail system adjacent to a WDFW boat launch. This is the start of a multi-year fundraising project, and the long-term vision for conservation of this land is still being developed (e.g. as related to the nearby bonsai and rhododendron gardens that are outside of the current project scope). The current request is matched with $1 million in city Surface Water Management funding. 

Issaquah – Issaquah Creek Waterways 	$ 500,000          $ 350,000
The Issaquah Creek Waterways project has multiple goals of preserving riparian habitat, creating an urban greenway and creek walk opportunity, allowing for restoration opportunity, protecting water quality, and improving the quality of life within the city. Issaquah has protected dozens of acres of natural lands along several miles of Issaquah Creek, protecting the WRIA 8 Tier 1 priority stream which supports threatened Chinook and also preserving a broader riparian corridor for urban wildlife habitat. This year, the priority parcels extend protection south from a set of recent buyouts on Front Street to the intersection with Newport Way SE. Issaquah is providing local matching funds from a city park bond, which has helped them to continuously and successfully pursue acquisitions as properties become available. 

Kent – Alia Parcel, McSorley Creek Wetland	$ 34,000	$ 34,000
This project would acquire a 2.34-acre inholding in a 79-acre forested wetland along McSorley Creek. The city has protected a number of parcels in this wetland, and will continue to work with willing landowners to protect, preserve and restore this wetland system. This wetland complex provides water quality and quantity benefits, wildlife habitat, community separator function, and potential trail or viewpoint opportunity within this largely developed area. This corridor contains McSorley Creek, a stream which supports chinook in its lower reaches near Saltwater State Park. 

Kent – Clark Lake Park Expansion – Ruth Property	$ 1,500,000	$ 1,000,000
Kent’s 130-acre Clark Lake Park is a regional park for Kent and serves south King County, providing trail, lake, and regional view opportunity. The site contains the lake, wetlands, forest, meadows, and a stream tributary to Meridian Valley Creek/Soos Creek. The site offers important habitat for many bird and wildlife species within an urban setting. There is an active community involved in the conservation, stewardship, and expansion of the park. The current proposal would acquire 17.3 acres of long-sought land on the south side of Clark Lake. These are the last inholdings on the lake, and their purchase would prevent additional development and allow for a trail system that encircles the lake. These parcels have been funded several times in the past, but negotiations have been unsuccessful. The landowner has re-engaged with the city, and the city is hopeful that it can reach agreement on the purchase. The city would match CFT funding with city funds and an application for state Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) funds.

Kirkland – Juanita Heights Park/Juanita Cr. Watershed	$ 250,000	$ 250,000
The goal of the project is to create a trail on Finn Hill that travels from Juanita Heights Park down through these properties and ultimately links to Juanita Beach Park on Lake Washington, via sidewalks on NE 117th Place/NE 120th Street and 93rd Avenue NE. The project adds to nearby urban forest wildlife habitat, with many migratory songbird species and refuge for wildlife species within a dense urban setting. The local community has been a strong partner in creating the vision, in helping to fund the project, and it will help maintain and steward the trail in the future. This year’s request would acquire a 4.11-acre parcel that connects Juanita Heights Park to a 1.47-acre parcel that is currently in negotiations, the target of prior years’ funding. Any remaining funding from past years’ awards would be applied to the current year’s scope. Matching funds come from Kirkland Parks CIP budget and from fundraising by the Finn Hill Neighborhood Alliance. 

Lake Forest Park – SPU Property/5-Acre Woods	$ 375,000	$ 375,000
This project will acquire a two-parcel, 5.6-acre wooded open space owned by Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) on 40th Place NE in Lake Forest Park. This site is the largest undeveloped property in the city. Part of the property is a steep slope down to a wetland area with a stream tributary to Lyons Creek. The property is mature second-growth forest that is habitat for wildlife and songbird species. There is a noticeable amount of invasive English ivy that local volunteers are working to control, including the active partner organization, the Lake Forest Park Stewardship Foundation. SPU has indicated it wishes to sell the property this year; actual cost may depend on updating an appraisal, and approximately ¼ acre of the site may be reserved out and purchased with funds that would allow active recreational use. The city has a deficit of open space, which this would help to address. Acquisition of the site has been a longtime Lake Forest Park Stewardship Foundation priority, which is leading a capital campaign to help fund protection. 

Seattle – Broadview/Bitter Lake Open Space 			$ 750,000	$ 750,000
The goal of this project is to acquire a 0.89-acre Seattle City Light property connected to the Interurban Trail for use as a neighborhood park. The open field with mature trees is currently used as open space for the neighborhood. City Light has indicated their intent to surplus the property in 2018, and the property could be developed into seven homes at current zoning. The community is supportive of retaining this site as publicly accessible open space; this area is a documented service gap area for city parks. The city matches the CFT with Seattle Metropolitan Park District funding.


Seattle/Urban Homestead Foundation – Dakota Homestead	$ 350,000	$ 281,000
The non-profit Urban Homestead Foundation has applied for funding to purchase the former Seattle City Light Dakota substation that has been declared surplus. The group proposes to use this property next to the Genesee Hill Elementary School for the “Dakota Homestead,” a demonstration garden and community hub offering opportunities for youth and adults to learn urban homesteading skills and domestic arts. The property has numerous and diverse mature trees planted in the 1940s, and a large cleared area where the substation has been removed and its footprint remediated. This is a community-led effort, and the organization is still in discussion with City of Seattle to explore partnership opportunities with the city. Through review of eligible cost guidelines, the Foundation reduced their initial ask to $281,000, which represents 50% of eligible costs. The property value may be updated by the city in 2017, which may lead to a revised estimate of total costs in which case the applicant may return to request additional funds.

Seattle – East Duwamish Greenspace    			$ 70,000	$ 70,000
This project protects a 0.14-acre property within the East Duwamish Greenbelt above I-5 on the western edge of Beacon Hill. The city has protected approximately 90 acres of this regional viewshed protection corridor over the last 20 years. The area provides a wildlife corridor and forested buffer between the neighborhood and the freeway. With the purchase of one additional parcel in the future, the city would be able to decommission the access road into the area. There are significant restoration opportunities in this area. The city has tried to purchase this target parcel for 15 years, and reached agreement with the landowner in 2016. The city has purchased the property using 2008 Parks and Green Spaces Levy and seeks reimbursement from CFT.

Seattle – Genesee Park Addition 	         			$ 105,000	$ 105,000
Nearly two decades ago, 0.24 acres of land associated with a former Seattle City Light substation was made surplus and incorporated into Genesee Park. The property was not paid for by Seattle Parks at that time, and Seattle Parks is responsible for reimbursing the City Light Fund for the market value of the property. This portion of the park is only used for pathways and grass; it is not part of the active recreation portion of the site. Match is provided through Seattle Metropolitan Park District funding.

Seattle – Greenwood Park Addition 	         			$ 290,000	$ 290,000
Seattle has worked for nearly two decades to remove four inholdings from the east side of the park. This acquisition removes the final 0.1-acre inholding and completes city ownership of the site. The park supports a variety of uses serving the local community including play structures and ball courts; this portion of the site will be managed for passive uses in keeping with CFT funding restrictions. Friends of Greenwood Park are active partners in planning for the park. The landowner was willing to sell in 2016; the city completed the acquisition at that time using 2008 Parks and Green Spaces Levy funding, and seeks reimbursement from CFT.
 
Seattle – Kiwanis Ravine Greenspace   	       		$ 85,000	$ 85,000
Seattle has gradually been acquiring inholdings in the Kiwanis Ravine in the Magnolia neighborhood, building a large protected urban greenspace in this area. Kiwanis Ravine was home to the largest colony of great blue herons in the city until the colony moved to nearby Commodore Park in 2011 due to eagle predation. This area remains an important area for local wildlife, urban green space protection, and regional viewshed protection from the Ballard Locks and ship canal. Heron Habitat Helpers continues to work on habitat restoration in this area. Acquisition of this 0.1-acre parcel prevents further development of land along the ravine. The city acquired the property in 2017 when the landowner became willing to sell, using Seattle Metropolitan Park District funds; the city seeks reimbursement from CFT.

Seattle – Northgate Urban Center Park   	       		$ 400,000	$ 100,000
King County and Seattle have entered into a Cooperative Agreement for the redevelopment of the King County/METRO-owned Northgate Transit Center park-and-ride lot. It is a goal for the city to acquire a neighborhood park in the Northgate Urban Center near the Sound Transit Station, which will open in 2021. This area is currently underserved for parks, and the city anticipates major population growth in the next decade as the area densifies around the station. As part of the Cooperative Agreement, the city is exploring funding options for a publicly owned park on a portion of the site. The funding would not be needed until 2019, and the CFT Committee grants a partial award to the project recognizing that a request can be made next year. The Committee requests that the city explore opportunity to leverage the dedication of the park land from the developer, following the successes of many cities in this region to dedicate park land through development agreements and impact fees.

Seattle – Thornton Creek Natural Area: Little Brook		$ 100,000	 $ 100,000
Seattle seeks to acquire a 0.17-acre parcel to add to 2.2 acres of protected natural area along Little Brook, a tributary to Thornton Creek. The Thornton Creek system has the highest hydrologic integrity of any creek in Seattle, and has the greatest existing and potential diversity of fish populations. Acquisition furthers the goals of Seattle Public Utilities’ Thornton Creek Master Plan. The city has recently purchased and restored an adjacent property off of 35th Avenue NE, providing a viewpoint of the site. This parcel protects the view across the creek corridor from the overlook. The Thornton Creek Alliance and the Homewaters Project are community partners in site conservation and restoration. This acquisition could facilitate additional trail extension on the eastern side of the creek. 

Seattle – West Duwamish Greenbelt   		       		$ 165,000	 $ 165,000
The West Duwamish Greenbelt is the largest greenbelt in the city, and provides a regional viewshed visible from I-5 and the West Seattle Bridge. The greenbelt provides important wildlife corridor benefits and opportunities for restoration.  Seattle seeks to continue acquisition of the few remaining inholdings. The 0.39-acre target is surrounded on all sides by city-owned land. This acquisition will allow for removal of a home and restoration of the site. The landowner has indicated willingness after nearly 20 years of discussions with the city. Matching funds are provided by the 2008 Seattle Parks and Green Spaces Levy.

Snoqualmie – Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach     		$ 1,210,000	$ 450,000
This is a multiple-parcel project with a goal of acquiring a passive riverfront park along the Snoqualmie River in the City of Snoqualmie. The project area links the Snoqualmie Valley Regional Trail to the east with Snoqualmie’s historic downtown on Railroad Avenue SE to the west. The city seeks to acquire properties located in the FEMA-designated 100-year floodway and which have experienced repetitive flood damage. The city has made significant progress, acquiring 33 parcels along 1.2 miles of riverfront. The award funds acquisition of several of the targeted seven parcels (1.2 acres). CFT funds will be matched with Flood Control District funds and anticipated FEMA grant funds. 



KING COUNTY:  

Snoqualmie Watershed

King County – Emerald Necklace/Soaring Eagle Addn.  CFT: $ 365,000  	$ 555,000
     Parks Levy: $ 365,000	$ 175,000
This project will acquire ten parcels totaling 170 acres along the northern boundary of Soaring Eagle Park. The project will preserve a forested habitat link between Soaring Eagle Park and King County’s Patterson Creek Natural Area (and the scope also includes a trail easement to connect the properties). The property is mature second growth forest supporting high quality habitat for wildlife, and which forms part of the headwaters for Patterson Creek, which has Coho and Chinook habitat. The project is also part of the Emerald Necklace Trail, a planned passive use trail that circumnavigates the City of Sammamish and is partially completed in several sections. The Issaquah Alps Trail Club, Mountains to Sound Greenway, Sammamish Friends, Sammamish Walks, and Sammamish Wildlife Habitat are supporters of the trail. King County has worked with the Trust for Public Land to secure the property and purchase the first phase in March 2017 (six parcels totaling 120 acres). The first phase was funded with a substantial amount of Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) funds generated by the sale of development rights into Sammamish under a King County-Sammamish Interlocal TDR Agreement. The second phase is anticipated to close in 2018 again with significant TDR funding matching CFT and Parks Levy contributions. 


King County – Mitchell Hill Forest Additions  	 CFT:	$ 750,000  	$   76,000
   Parks Levy: 	$ 750,000	$ 100,000
The goal of the Mitchell Hill Forest Additions project is to preserve wildlife corridors and create trail connections on Mitchell Hill, which is located north of I-90 and east of Issaquah. The project area is part of a larger 2,000-acre Duthie Hill/Grand Ridge/Mitchell Hill/Preston Ridge forest complex. This area supports second growth forest that is important habitat for upland species, including black bear, cougar and approximately 80 species of resident birds. This project received reallocation funding in spring 2017; the funding allocated in this round would complete fundraising to acquire two 40-acre parcels declared surplus by the King County Roads Division. These properties were funded a few years ago, but when the other priority lands had a higher level of urgency, the funds dedicated to the two Roads Division parcels were redirected to those purchases. The committee recommends that the county consider as a next acquisition priority building trail connections between WADNR and King County lands including the Roads parcels (rather than focusing on the vacant parcels off of 298th Ave SE). 

King County – Patterson Creek Natural Area  	 CFT:	$ 160,000  	$ 100,000
   Parks Levy: 	$ 160,000	$ 220,000
This proposal would add 5.8 acres to Patterson Creek Natural Area on Tributary 0383, near its confluence with Patterson Creek, a Waterways 2000 priority stream. Patterson Creek is important for WRIA 7 salmon production, and this area offers diverse forested and wetland habitat opportunities for wildlife, in a landscape that connects with the Emerald Necklace/Soaring Eagle complex of lands. The acquisition of this vacant forested parcel prevents conversion of this parcel to residential development and protects temperatures of the stream by retaining forested cover. TDR funds will contribute to the purchase of this property, under the Sammamish-King County ILA described above.

King County – Raging River Natural Area 	  	 CFT:	 $ 400,000  	 $ 100,000  
  Parks Levy: 	 $ 400,000	 $ 100,000
The Raging River Quarry is a 51-acre property on the mainstem of the Raging River. One parcel is zoned residential, and the other two parcels are zoned for mining. In recent years, a mining operation re-opened on one parcel, and an application has been submitted to expand the mine onto another parcel. There is strong local community support from individuals and the Raging River Conservation Association to prevent expansion of the mine and to cease mining on the current site. Community concerns include loss of forested cover, sedimentation, negative impacts to fish and wildlife, loss of scenic resources, and nuisance impacts from the mining operation. The Raging River supports Chinook, Coho, and chum salmon, steelhead and cutthroat trout. 
The county is working with the Trust for Public Land on the acquisition. The county and its partners are in the opening stages of the acquisition process, and landowner discussions have just begun. If the lands are acquired in their entirety, this could be a very expensive project and the applicant should seek a variety of state and local funding sources beyond CFT and PL. The committee shows its support to make progress on these initial discussions with the FY 2018 recommended award, and recognizes that the proposal needs further development to understand the full scope and costs. The committee strongly supports preservation of the undeveloped mining-zoned parcel; whether the parcel supporting the current mine needs to be protected is unclear to the committee; the committee thought that if prioritization is necessary, the rural-zoned parcel is the lowest priority to protect as development of a home site would have fewer negative impacts on the river ecology than mining operations. 

King County – Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation	  CFT: $ 150,000 	   $   50,000
	 Partnership	   Parks Levy:  $ 150,000 	   $ 250,000
This is a partnership project between the King County Parks Division and the State DNR to acquire inholding and to provide trail access to public lands on Rattlesnake Mountain/Raging River State Forest. The properties are part of the scenic corridor in the Mountains to Sound Greenway below Rattlesnake Mountain. This project is of regional significance, because it provides trail access to a regionally important open space resource, and protects the greenway viewshed along I-90. This is a very important area for wildlife, connecting to tens of thousands of acres of protected public land, as well as containing upper reaches of streams that drain to the Snoqualmie River. 
This request builds on FY 2015 & 2016 funding awards, which allowed acquisition of several initial targets near Exit 31 on I-90 at the end of West Ribary Way/415th Way SE. There are five remaining inholding parcels owned by one landowner, who has been engaging with the county and the state over the past two years. The request targets the underlying fee acquisition of one 56-acre parcel. TDR is providing $1.57 million to purchase development rights on four of the five parcels (including the target of this year’s request), and the state and King County are cooperating on a strategy to secure the remaining ownership rights on all five of the parcels. Acquisition of this large 56-acre target parcel will allow trails to be developed to connect to the Raging River State Forest from the West Ribary Way/415th Way SE cul-de-sac and a recent North Bend/King County/Si View Park District local park acquisition. 

King County – Snoqualmie Valley Trail North Acq.	  CFT:   $ 200,000           $          0
     Parks Levy:   $ 200,000     	  $ 25,000
King County seeks to secure a trail easement on 0.34 miles of former railroad right-of-way to complete the northern end of the 31-mile long Snoqualmie Valley Trail corridor, at the Snohomish-King County line. An earlier landowner of the adjacent property built a barn and outbuildings on the right-of-way; a settlement granted him ownership of the right-of-way through the parcel, and gave King County a term-limited easement (expiring in September 2019) to route the trail along the banks of the Snoqualmie River. The riverfront route is infeasible due to bank erosion, flood risk, environmental impacts, and negative impacts on working farmlands. The current landowner seems willing to work with King County to resolve the issue and sell an easement.
The recommended funding level will allow the county to appraise the property and return next year to request the amount of funding actually needed to complete the project. The Committee recommends that King County consider flexibility in its approach to the easement, considering alternative widths or routes through the corridor. The Committee encourages King County to highlight the need to resolve the additional existing barn encroachments on the trail corridor to the north in its discussions with Snohomish County.

King County – Tolt River Natural Area 	CFT:  $ 500,000  	$ 150,000
   Parks Levy: 	$ 500,000	$ 340,000
King County has worked for years to protect and restore riparian habitat and provide appropriate passive-use public access to the Tolt River corridor, east of the City of Carnation. The Tolt River has over 20% of the spawning habitat in the Snoqualmie River watershed for Chinook, an ESA-listed threatened species. The basin Salmon Conservation Plan lists protection of the floodplain, riparian area, off-channel habitat and river migration corridor as top priority actions for recovery of Chinook salmon.  The Tolt River is also high quality wildlife habitat for cougar and bobcat, black bear, deer and elk, and many bird species.

This year’s scope includes three parcels (originally two, with one added during project review as the landowner contacted the county) containing approximately nine acres. The two primary targets on the right bank of the Tolt which are priorities for both ecological and flood hazard reduction reasons, the southern parcel being the first priority as it will allow for the setback of a levee. The funding recommendation allow for purchase of the first priority parcel, with match coming from flood control district funds. 

Cedar/Lake Washington Watershed

King County – Bear Creek - Cottage & Cold Creek NA   CFT: $ 930,000	$ 200,000
	     Parks Levy:  $ 930,000	$ 385,000
This project has two focus areas within the Bear Creek system. Both Cold and Cottage Lake Creeks provide important habitat for resident and migratory birds, a diversity of wildlife, and Chinook, Coho, sockeye, and cutthroat trout. In the Cottage Lake Creek focus area, the proposal is to build on a recent acquisition and acquire a 5.6-acre parcel at the lake outlet. The county has worked with the family for years, and the owners are ready to sell this parcel now. The proposed acquisition would protect the north side of the creek and riparian shoreline along the southern end of Cottage Lake. The proposed project area is wildlife and salmonid species habitat and is designated for acquisition in the WRIA 8 Salmon Conservation Plan as a Tier 1 project. The committee has recommended a total of $560,000 of this award for this acquisition.

The second focus area is on Cold Creek, a 39-acre parcel very close to incorporated Woodinville, which is important for providing cold water in upper reaches of Cold Creek. The committee provided $25,000 in Parks Levy to start work on this acquisition. The property has been on the market for a year and is currently under contract to be sold to a private buyer. The applicant intends to work with the buyer to secure ownership on the southern acreage of the site. The committee encourages the applicant to enter discussions with the landowner, appraise the property, and return with request for funding (including if necessary a small portion of the property immediately to the south to connect the target parcel to an existing Cold Creek Natural Area parcel).

King County – Bear Creek - Middle Bear Creek NA	 CFT:  $ 750,000 	$ 200,000
	  Parks Levy:  $ 750,000	$ 250,000
The county has worked for decades to protect lands along Bear Creek and its tributaries through fee and easement acquisition and current use taxation enrollment. The WRIA 8 Salmon Conservation Plan and the Waterways 2000 Report recommended acquisition of many parcels to preserve riparian habitat, floodplain, habitat-forming process areas, adjacent wetlands, and upland headwaters. The application targets two sets of parcels – three parcels to the north, and three parcels to the south. The committee provides $425,000 in funding to target, as a first priority, the parcel located on the stream within the northern set of parcels. This was a Waterways priority to acquire, and protection will prevent development of the stream corridor and its associated wetlands. The committee provides $25,000 in Parks Levy feasibility funding to show support for conservation on the southern set of parcels. The proposal sought to acquire three parcels in fee in this southern area, purchasing two homes and associated uplands in addition to 750 lineal feet of stream corridor (with ownership on both banks of the stream). The county has engaged Forterra to work with the landowner and buy and hold the property for several years as the applicant raises funds to purchase the entire site – eventually the county could potentially surplus excess portions of the property including one or both homes. The Committee recommends the applicant work with Forterra or the landowner on a creative approach in which the county would only purchase a reduced footprint (the stream corridor and reasonable riparian buffers) to achieve its restoration goals. 

King County – Cedar River - Elliott Bridge Reach	      CFT:  	$ 540,000	$ 100,000
 	Parks Levy: 	$ 540,000	$ 180,000
This reach has been targeted for acquisition and restoration for more than a decade. Long-term goals include removing two levees and restoring habitat in support of Cedar River salmon populations. The Cedar River, with extensive reaches of publicly owned land, supports large mammals such as deer and elk, and a diversity of smaller animals and bird species. The river supports populations of Chinook, Coho, and sockeye salmon, cut-throat and steelhead trout. The Elliott Bridge Reach has significant opportunity to restore habitat as the county is able to remove homes (many of which have been flood risk reduction priorities to acquire) and eventually set back levees to allow more opportunity for river movement and off-channel habitat. The Mitigation Reserves program conducted a large habitat restoration project on the north side of the river in recent years. The applicant is targeting the acquisition on the south side of the river this year, which has been a priority for years and the landowner is finally willing to sell. The recommended award should provide adequate funding to purchase that property.

King County – Cedar River - Mouth of Taylor Reach    CFT: $ 425,000	    $ 100,000
	 Parks Levy: 	$ 298,000	    $ 135,000
Over the past two decades, King County has assembled properties in the Mouth of Taylor Reach to allow for eventual levee setbacks and habitat restoration. The Cedar River and its floodplain are used by deer, elk, river otter, beaver, a diversity of birds and other species. The protected lands on both sides of the river allow for important habitat corridors and wildlife refuge in this area of rural residential development. Restoration of these riparian areas improves overall habitat value of the corridor in support of wildlife, Chinook and Coho salmon, and steelhead trout populations in this area.
The scope originally included two priority parcels, but the King County Rivers program is moving forward to acquire one property on the left bank; the right bank target is the priority under this grant request. This parcel is almost entirely in the floodplain, and removing the home and restoring the extensive lawns has significant potential to restore habitat on the property. The project was recommended to receive $127,000 in reallocation during the March 2017 CFT process, so this funding award completes the funding needed to purchase this property in full.

King County - Cougar Mountain Park Additions       CFT:    $ 300,000	  $ 140,000
	  Parks Levy:    $ 300,000	  $ 460,000
This request seeks to acquire 25 acres of mature second growth forest on the northeastern edge of Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park, as part of a longer-term effort to acquire the vacant inholdings between Issaquah’s Talus development and the park. Cougar Mountain has some of the highest biological diversity in King County and it is a popular hiking destination. These acquisitions preserve a forested buffer and trail opportunity adjacent to a dense urban community, prevent additional fragmentation of the forest, and protect the regional viewshed visible from I-90. Protecting this portion of the park has been a priority of the Issaquah Alps Club, the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust, and King County Parks for decades. The project also includes in its scope a request for start-up funding for a 109-acre forested landholding on the southwest side of Cougar Mountain, as a potential future priority for acquisition. The award supports both of these acquisition priority areas. 

King County – Eastside Rail Corridor – Wilburton Gap   CFT:  $          N/A 	  $        N/A
	      Parks Levy:  $ 500,000	  $ 500,000
The Eastside Rail Corridor (ERC) is a 42-mile former rail corridor extending from Renton to Snohomish, owned by multiple jurisdictions, which are collaborating on multi-use corridor development. King County acquired fee or easement on nearly 19 miles of the ERC between Renton and Woodinville. The targeted acquisition is a 0.68-acre parcel located on the southwest side of the Wilburton Gap, where a bridge will be constructed over the southbound lanes of I-405. This parcel will offer opportunity for a parking lot, and a trail connection to 118th Ave SE, the Lake Washington Loop Trail, and Mercer Slough. Creating such a logical trail terminus is a condition of WSDOT building the bridge across I-405, which they have fully funded and plan to construct in 2020. Bridge design is intended to incorporate wide vegetated areas alongside the trail, in support of wildlife movement between hundreds of acres of protected lands at Mercer Slough and Kelsey Creek core habitat areas. The committee supports acquisition as an approach to resolve the full encroachment of the business on this site on the existing trail corridor. 


Green/White River Watersheds

King County – Black Diamond Open Space	   CFT:  $ 100,000	 $            0
          		     Parks Levy:  $ 100,000	 $ 200,000
Through open space dedications and acquisitions, King County has conserved more than 1,000 acres in the Black Diamond Open Space between Maple Valley and Black Diamond. The long-term target in this grant request is four parcels (91 acres) of forest land adjacent to Black Diamond Open Space. Trails at Black Diamond Open Space have grown in popularity over the last decade since the land entered public ownership. King County recently opened two parking lots off of SR 169 and has engaged in a trail development project and a site planning process over the past few years. These four targeted parcels have been a long-term acquisition priority; acquisition of this initial target parcel which is located along SR 169 and the city boundary was recently identified by the community to allow additional opportunity for horse riders to access a regional trail easement that leads east over Ravensdale Ridge. The four parcels as a whole contain a popular free ride bike park in mature second-growth forest, and are a future acquisition target. The committee shifted the award entirely to Parks Levy as the intensity of mountain bike usage on trails through this target parcel and the adjacent three parcels would exceed acceptable passive usage levels under CFT.

King County – Enumclaw Forested Foothills Trailhead    CFT:  $ 500,000	 $ 100,000
          		        Parks Levy:  $ 500,000	 $   30,000
King County has worked for several years to secure a publicly owned trailhead adjacent to the White River Forest – which is now owned by the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe and called Tomanamus Forest. The target 155 acres is within the Forest Production District adjacent to Enumclaw, and has been owned by the landowners for decades. The property has second-growth forest, a scenic small lake, and slopes to the east up to the existing trail system through the Tomanamus Forest. While the county would not likely open up parking within this property, there is a great deal of parking on the shoulder of 440th Ave SE that already is used by horse trailers to access the nearby forest trails. The new properties offer opportunity for new trail connections and scenic views at the lake. The Enumclaw Forested Foothills Recreation Association has been supportive of the county’s work to secure a publicly owned access point to the forest. The property preserves wildlife habitat opportunity to the edge of the Forest Production District, building on hundreds of thousands of acres of protected forest. The county is working with Forterra to make an offer this year on the property, and would have multiple years to raise additional funding. The Committee’s recommended award is intended to show support, with the recognition that there will be future requests to fully fund the project if the county is successful in securing the property. 


King County – Keevie Lake Acquisitions	   CFT:  $ 725,000	 $ 400,000
          		     Parks Levy:  $ 725,000	 $ 600,000
This project would establish a new area of protection for the county west of Black Diamond. Keevie Lake is under the ownership of one extended family. This request, targeting four parcels, would start a multi-year project to raise funds to protect approximately 170 acres of family ownership (and potentially adjacent forested lands owned by others). This year’s request focuses on the four parcels that contain most of north and east sides of the lake and adjacent forested uplands. Keevie Lake is in the headwaters of Crisp Creek, where the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe has its Keta Creek Hatchery downstream. The lake offers habitat for a high diversity of bird species, and the hundreds of acres of forest offer wildlife habitat opportunity. This scenic lake is relatively undeveloped which is rare in the county, and this is a unique opportunity to preserve this system. The Green River Coalition is a partner in advocating for protection, and for potential future stewardship of the site.


King County – Lower Newaukum Creek/GRNA	   CFT:  $ 880,000	 $ 400,000
          		     Parks Levy:  $ 880,000	 $ 150,000
The Lower Newaukum Creek project is a multiple-parcel project that will protect riparian habitat in the lower Newaukum Creek basin, one of the two most significant Chinook and steelhead spawning habitat areas in the Green River Watershed. The creek’s canyon is pristine forest land, and is part of a corridor for wildlife movement linking to thousands of acres of protected state and county lands along the Green River. Newaukum Creek is on the Clean Water Act 303(d) list for water temperature; preserving forest cover helps the creek meet its TMDL requirements. Several targeted parcels are a partnership with the King County Agriculture and Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) program, where the Ag and TDR programs would preserve an entire parcel under an easement, while the basin steward would buy a higher level of protection in a fee or restrictive conservation easement on the ravine portion of the property. The scope also includes several parcels to the south that are targets just for the stewardship program. Overall the multi-year project has received significant Parks Levy; this year’s award provides more CFT funding as many of the parcels may not offer public access opportunity as required for Parks Levy funds. 
 

King County – Middle Newaukum/Big Spring Creek    CFT:  $ 510,000	 $ 250,000
          		    Parks Levy:  $ 510,000	 $ 290,000
This project is an ongoing multiple-parcel riparian habitat acquisition that will provide additions to the Big Spring/Newaukum Creek Natural Area. The goal is to protect salmon habitat and water quality on Newaukum Creek, and to maintain cold water flow conditions from Big Spring Creek into Newaukum Creek (as described above, listed on the 303(d) list). The targeted parcels contain important salmonid, bird and wildlife habitat, and are part of a much larger wetland system that used to extend across the plateau. The applicant is working with the county agriculture program to refine the approach to acquisition in these areas, much of which is in the Agricultural Production District. Additional restoration along the creek can help buffer creek temperatures. The county is engaged with landowners of the two western first priority parcels along Newaukum Creek, with additional first priority targets along Newaukum Creek just north of Enumclaw.


King County – Pinnacle Peak Park Additions	    CFT:  $ 300,000	 $ 100,000
          		    Parks Levy:    $ 300,000	 $ 500,000
Pinnacle Peak Park is a very popular destination near the southern county line. The steep hiking trails ascending the peak, the crowded conditions, and the spectacular views from the top lead to it being referred to as the Mount Si of South King County. The county has constructed a parking lot on the south side of the mountains to decrease road congestion and support south-side trail use. The site also offers significant habitat benefits with maturing second growth forests that offer habitat for many upland species, and tributaries and wetlands that drain to the White River. The county has worked diligently over the past decade to acquire inholdings on the south side of the mountain. This acquisition proposal would acquire the remaining two parcels which share a road maintenance agreement with the county to the top of the mountain; once those are acquired the road up the mountain does not have to be managed for inholder access rights. Additional targets in the scope are the forested slopes of a parcel just west of Pinnacle Peak, and the potential transfer from the City of Enumclaw of a property that lies adjacent to the park and spans the White River.

King County – Shadow Lake Additions	    CFT:  $ 280,000	 $            0
          		    Parks Levy:   $        N/A	 $        N/A
King County Parks has worked in partnership with the non-profit organization SHADOW over the past decade to conserve land at Shadow Lake. Shadow Lake has an adjacent high quality bog that is a remnant from the post-glacial period thousands of years ago. SHADOW has a strong role in providing environmental education in south King County, with an environmental education center, trail system, and restoration opportunities that annually serve thousands of Tahoma School District school children, as well as high school and university students. King County and SHADOW proposed to continue the partnership with a grant request this year building on remaining funds from past grants. In the King County-SHADOW conservation partnership, SHADOW has provided land match to the Conservation Futures investments, by purchasing land and donating easements to match invested CFT funds. Acquiring an easement on the target parcel would expand protection off of the forested corridor surrounding a Jenkins Creek tributary south of Shadow Lake, matched with donated conservation easements on two SHADOW-owned parcels. The Committee supports the partnership and protection at Shadow Lake, but recognizes that further landowner discussions are needed to determine the footprint to be protected and appraise the actual value of the acquisition. The Committee encourages the county and SHADOW to return next year with a refined proposal for funding needed for the targeted acquisition.


Vashon/Maury Island

King County – Big Beach 	  CFT:  $ 495,000	$ 350,000
          		   Parks Levy:  $ 495,000	$ 640,000
This saltwater shoreline protection and improvement on South Vashon Island has regional importance and spans several sites in the King County Parks and Vashon Island Parks District inventories. The goal is to restore the natural rate of beach sand and gravel replenishment from the adjacent shoreline bluffs. This will improve nearshore habitat functions that are currently impeded by shoreline armoring with rock or concrete walls and wood pilings. This year’s priority targets are at the southern end of the reach, adding to Neill Point Natural Area. The purchase would protect 2.4 acres and 200 feet of marine shoreline, allowing removal of two homes in a landslide hazard area threatened by slope movement and preventing armoring to preserve those slopes. The property has views to the south and opens new opportunities to access Neill Point Natural Area from the public road.

King County – Frog Holler Forest	 CFT:  $ 650,000  	$   50,000
	  Parks Levy:  $ 675,000	$ 420,000
The county has recently started a multi-year project to conserve more than 500 acres of upland forest on the south end of Vashon Island, creating a community forest and passive recreational opportunity. There are major tracts of forest owned by a handful of landowners, which could be protected through fee or easement acquisition (as is proposed to be explored in the “Southern Forest Feasibility” proposal below). The county recently opened a new site called Frog Holler Forest after making a first acquisition in 2016, and the site has been embraced by the community. This application targets two parcels containing 12 acres as a first priority, extending Frog Holler Forest to the north. These parcels contain mature Douglas-fir and Pacific Madrone forests, offering significant wildlife habitat opportunity as part of the hundreds of forested acres in this part of Vashon Island. These forested upland systems help support the water quality and quantity of tributary systems draining to Puget Sound. These acquisitions would preserve local-use trails in permanent public ownership, and expand the new community forest established this past year.


King County - Island Center Forest Additions	 CFT:  $ 400,000  	$           0
	  Parks Levy:  $ 600,000	$  25,000
The 400-acre Island Center Forest protects land in the headwaters of Judd Creek, the island’s largest watershed. The site supports mature second-growth forests (stewarded by the County and its community partners) as well as wetlands, open water, meadows and stream corridors. The site is networked with trails, which are heavily used by island residents and are very close to the island’s main town centers. Past awards have led to conservation of the historically farmed Matsuda Farm at the southeast edge of the forest, in partnership with the Vashon-Maury Island Land Trust (VMILT), which will farm the site. This year’s priorities would secure 10 acres of easement on three parcels next to Matsuda Farm to provide additional farmland, removal of development rights, and trail opportunity. The county and VMILT are working with a landowner who will be donating a portion of his property to VMILT as part of the transaction. The recommended award would add to remaining funding from past awards, to show support and fund start-up work on the acquisition. 

King County – Judd Creek	         CFT: $ 470,000      	$ 200,000
	     	 Parks Levy: $ 470,000	    	$ 260,000
This project continues many years of work to conserve lands along Judd Creek from its headwaters at Island Center Forest to its estuary at Quartermaster Harbor. The county and VMILT have had a strong partnership to protect dozens of acres along the lowest reaches of Judd Creek with an ultimate goal of creating a trail from Island Center Forest to the water. Judd Creek is the island’s largest watershed and supports Coho and chum salmon as well as cutthroat trout; juvenile Chinook use the estuary. Reallocation funding recommended in March 2017 will fund the northern target. The southern target parcel contains 325 feet of estuary waterfront, adjacent to existing public land and restoration projects. This area has regional significance as part of the saltwater shoreline. VMILT may partner to purchase the property during 2017, and the county will secure an easement on the property. The property connects to Vashon Island Park District property to the south where a trail will connect to the property.

King County – Point Heyer	       CFT:    $ 120,000  	  $ 120,000
          		         Parks Levy:    $       N/A	  $       N/A
The goal of this project is to preserve 90% (10,500 feet) of marine shoreline along the Point Heyer drift cell, which one of Vashon’s largest intact, unarmored shorelines. This functioning drift cell has regional importance containing saltwater shoreline and one of the few drift cells in Central Puget Sound. The drift cell starts at feeder bluffs at the north end of the island, transporting sediment two miles south to the Point Heyer barrier lagoon/salt marsh. This system is critical to support Puget Sound salmonid populations, supporting forage fish and many other aquatic species. The applicant has secured Ecology and state habitat funding grants to build on past CFT and Parks Levy investments in this area. The targets of this request are easements on two parcels that total three acres conserving 190 feet of shoreline. 

King County – Southern Forest Feasibility	     CFT:    $      N/A  	  $      N/A
	      Parks Levy:    $ 100,000	  $  25,000
This request expands upon the Frog Holler Forest request described above, requesting feasibility funding to start up work on approximately 400 acres of forest in southern Vashon Island. As described in the earlier project, this acreage provides extensive forest habitat for wildlife use, protects the headwaters of streams draining directly to Puget Sound, and provides informal trail usage for the public. Conservation in this area has strong support from the community. This request would help begin landowner discussions, title, and appraisals. Many target parcels are part of large land holdings by a handful of landowners. The first priority is to work on parcels just west of Frog Holler Forest. The Committee recommends partial funding to pay for this first phase of work, recognizing that there is a time-sensitivity to appraisals and that they should be sequenced in relation to when the county can act to acquire property.


King County – Vashon Golf Course	CFT:   $ 450,000  	  $ 450,000
	 Parks Levy:    $ 450,000	  $ 450,000
The 53.7-acre Vashon Golf Course is located on Maury Island, with a rolling topography and regional views on parts of the course. The county proposed to purchase a conservation easement to restrict development on 43.7 acres. This is the only golf course on Vashon-Maury Island, and it is run on a membership basis (though also open to certain youth leagues). The site is zoned for five-acre residential development, and acquiring development rights off of most of the site would preserve the undeveloped portion of the site as open space and protected viewshed in perpetuity – even if the golf course ceased operations. In the future, King County may contemplate options to use of the property as passive open space or some form of agricultural use. The proposed acquisition would also secure the right to build a trail on the edge of the course that would be open to the public, and to allow the public to park in the large parking lot on site to access this property and other nearby public lands. There is a network of existing or planned community trails linking the golf course to nearby Roads properties, Maury Island Natural Area, Maury Island Marine Park and Dockton Park.

Farmland & TDR Projects

King County - Farmland Easements in Enumclaw APD    CFT: $ 815,000  	$ 815,000
          		       Parks Levy:  $       N/A	$       N/A
The goal of this project is to preserve prime agricultural lands within the Enumclaw Plateau Agricultural Production District (APD). The matching funds for the project are 1979 Farmlands Preservation Bond Program funds (surplus funds from unavoidable conversions, i.e. road expansion) for utility functions) and Transfer of Development Rights funds. The continued loss of farms reduces the availability of valuable agricultural soils, and lessens the number farms which can support and maintain the economic basis for healthy agricultural production. This project helps King County to both protect viable farmland support the broader agricultural economy. There are three groups of parcels totaling 140.76 acres in the project area for this application. These are all working farms which support livestock or food production. The two northern target areas are part of the partnership with the stewardship program at Lower Newaukum Creek/Green River Natural Areas. 

King County - Farmland Acquisition in Lower Green APD   CFT:  $ 325,000    $ 325,000
          		             Parks Levy:  $       N/A	    $       N/A
This project has a goal of helping to preserve farmland in the Lower Green River Plateau APD between Kent and Auburn. Like the project described above, this one will protect farmland and also has similar non-farm open space benefits. This project supports the King County Executive’s local food initiative goal of returning 400 acres of fallow farmland per year back into active farming. The farms are located between Kent and Auburn, and they serve as an important and scenic urban separator that prevents the two cities from merging into one continuous band of urban development. King County seeks to purchase this farm property outright, and subsequently lease the land to farmers who are starting out and have not built up the financial resources to purchase their own land. There are five adjacent properties in the project on the west side of the West Valley Highway between South 277th Street and South 287th Street. The two northernmost properties are the current target of the request. 


King County - Protecting Farmland with Regional TDR      CFT:   $ 1,125,000   $ 1,000,000
          		             Parks Levy:  $       N/A	     $          N/A
This is a multiple-year project that acquires Transferable Development Rights (TDRs) from farmlands and dairies (building on past project scopes that targeted the two separately). The King County TDR Program has agreements with five cities to accept TDRs, with the largest number of TDRs being accepted by Seattle. The TDR agreement with Seattle strongly favors agriculture-based TDRs as a way to help support farmers markets in the city. King County hopes to sell several million dollars’ worth of in TDRs into cities this coming year, and these funds will be revolved to purchase additional TDRs, mainly from farm properties. This CFT project has been funded in prior years and it has had continued success. The target farms are located in the Snoqualmie, the Green River, and the Enumclaw APDs. 
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King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee
Summary of FY 2018 CFT and King County Parks Levy (Regional Open Space Acquisition Fund) 
Funding Recommendations 

	City
	Project Name
	 CFT Requested 
	CFT Recommended
	PL Requested
	PL Recommended
	Project Total
	Acres
	CD

	Bothell 
	Wayne Golf Course – Front Nine
	$500,000 reduced to $0
	-$200,000
	N/A
	N/A
	-$200,000
	N/A
	1

	King County (in Bothell) 
	Wayne Golf Course – Back Nine 
	$0
	-$205,000
	$370,000
	$775,000
	$570,000
	34
	1

	Federal Way
	East Hylebos Watershed Cons.
	$1,000,000 
	$1,000,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$1,000,000
	53.8
	7

	Issaquah
	Issaquah Creek Waterways
	$500,000 
	$350,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$350,000
	21.7
	3

	Kent
	Alia Parcel, McSorley Creek/Wetland
	$34,000 
	$34,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$34,000
	2.34
	5

	Kent
	Clark Lake Park Expansion (Ruth)
	$1,500,000 
	$1,000,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$1,000,000
	17.3
	5

	Kirkland
	Juanita Heights Park Expans/Trail 
	$250,000 
	$250,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$250,000
	4.11
	1

	Lake For Pk
	SPU Property Acq. (5 Acre Woods)
	$375,000 
	$375,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$375,000
	5.6
	1

	Seattle
	Broadview-Bitter Lake Open Space
	$750,000 
	$750,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$750,000
	0.89
	4

	Seattle
	Dakota Homestead
	$350,000 
	$281,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$281,000
	0.22
	8

	Seattle
	East Duwamish Greenspace
	$70,000 
	$70,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$70,000
	0.14
	2

	Seattle
	Genesee Park Addition
	$105,000 
	$105,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$105,000
	0.24
	2

	Seattle
	Greenwood Park Addition
	$290,000 
	$290,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$290,000
	0.1
	4

	Seattle
	Kiwanis Ravine Greenspace
	$85,000 
	$85,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$85,000
	0.1
	4

	Seattle
	Northgate Urban Center Park
	$400,000 
	$100,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$100,000
	0.25
	1

	Seattle
	Thornton Creek NA: Little Brook
	$100,000 
	$100,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$100,000
	0.17
	1

	Seattle
	West Duwamish Greenbelt
	$165,000 
	$165,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$165,000
	0.39
	8

	Snoqualmie
	Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach 
	$1,210,000 
	$450,000
	N/A
	N/A
	$450,000
	12.2
	3

	17 projects
	 CITIES CFT SUBTOTAL
	$7,684,000
	$5,000,000
	$370,000
	$775,000
	$5,775,000
	154
	 


Acres indicated are the total acres eligible for acquisition within the project scope. Many projects, particularly King County projects, are multiple-parcel / multiple-year efforts, and not all of the acreage will be purchased in one year, but partial progress can be made. Please see the Committee’s report for project-specific discussions and details.
 (Continued on next page)     


	KING COUNTY
	Project Name
	 CFT Requested 
	CFT Recommended
	 PL Requested
	PL Recommended
	Project Total
	Acres
	CD

	Snoqualmie
WRIA 7
	Emerald Necklace/Soaring Eagle Park
	$365,000 
	$555,000
	$365,000 
	$175,000
	$730,000
	170
	3

	
	Mitchell Hill Forest Additions
	$750,000 
	$76,000
	$750,000 
	$100,000
	$176,000
	129
	3

	 
	Patterson Creek Natural Area
	$160,000 
	$100,000
	$160,000 
	$220,000
	$320,000
	5.8
	3

	 
	Raging River Natural Area
	$400,000 
	$100,000
	$400,000 
	$100,000
	$200,000
	51
	3

	 
	Snoqualmie Corridor Recreation Ptrshp
	$150,000 
	$50,000
	$150,000 
	$250,000
	$300,000
	56
	3

	 
	Snoqualmie Valley Trail North - Acq
	$200,000 
	$0
	$200,000 
	$25,000
	$25,000
	4.1
	3

	 
	Tolt River Natural Area
	$500,000 
	$150,000
	$500,000 
	$340,000
	$490,000
	8.6
	3

	Cedar/Lake WA
WRIA 8
	Bear Ck - Cottage & Cold Creek NA 
	$930,000 
	$200,000
	$930,000 
	$385,000
	$585,000
	44.6
	3

	
	Bear Ck - Middle Bear Creek NA Addn
	$750,000 
	$200,000
	$750,000 
	$250,000
	$450,000
	30.6
	3

	 
	Cedar River - Elliott Bridge Reach
	$540,000 
	$100,000
	$540,000 
	$180,000
	$280,000
	5.2
	9

	
	Cedar River - Mouth of Taylor Reach
	$425,000 
	$100,000
	$298,000 
	$135,000
	$235,000
	3.3
	9

	 
	Cougar Mountain Park Additions
	$300,000 
	$140,000
	$300,000 
	$460,000
	$600,000
	25
	9

	 
	Eastside Rail Corridor – Wilburton 
	N/A 
	N/A
	$500,000 
	$500,000
	$500,000
	0.7
	6

	Green/White
WRIA 9 / 10
	Black Diamond
	 $100,000 
	$0
	 $100,000 
	$200,000
	$200,000
	91
	9

	
	Enumclaw Forested Foothills Trailhead
	$500,000 
	$100,000
	$500,000 
	$30,000
	$130,000
	155
	9

	 
	Keevie Lake Acquisition
	$725,000 
	$400,000
	$725,000 
	$600,000
	$1,000,000
	170
	7

	 
	Lower Newaukum Creek/GRNA
	$880,000 
	$400,000
	$880,000 
	$150,000
	$550,000
	120
	7/9

	 
	Middle Newaukum Creek & Wetlands
	$510,000 
	$250,000
	$510,000 
	$290,000
	$540,000
	30
	7/9

	 
	Pinnacle Peak Park Additions
	$300,000 
	$100,000
	$300,000 
	$500,000
	$600,000
	65
	9

	 
	Shadow Lake Additions
	$280,000 
	$0
	 N/A 
	N/A
	$0
	N/A
	9

	 Vashon/ Maury 
	Big Beach
	$495,000 
	$350,000
	$495,000 
	$640,000
	$990,000
	2.3
	8

	
	Frog Holler Forest
	$650,000 
	$50,000
	$675,000 
	$420,000
	$470,000
	50
	8

	
	Island Center Forest Additions
	$400,000 
	$0
	$600,000 
	$25,000
	$25,000
	42
	8

	
	Judd Creek
	$470,000 
	$200,000
	$470,000 
	$260,000
	$460,000
	7
	8

	
	Point Heyer
	$120,000 
	$120,000
	 N/A 
	N/A
	$120,000
	3
	8

	
	Southern Forest Feasibility
	 N/A 
	N/A
	$100,000 
	$25,000
	$25,000
	400
	8

	
	Vashon Golf Course
	$450,000 
	$450,000
	$450,000 
	$450,000
	$900,000
	43.7
	8

	Farm / TDR
	Farmland Easements in Enumclaw APD 
	$815,000 
	$815,000
	 N/A 
	N/A
	$815,000
	140.8
	7/9

	
	Farmland Acq. Lower Green APD
	$325,000 
	$325,000
	 N/A 
	N/A
	$325,000
	56.08
	7

	 
	Protecting Farmland Regional TDR
	$1,250,000 
	$1,000,000
	 N/A 
	N/A
	$1,000,000
	1238
	3/7/9

	30 projects
	KING COUNTY - SUBTOTALS
	$13,740,000
	$6,331,000
	$11,648,000
	$6,710,000
	$13,041,000
	3148
	 

	TOTALS
	
	$21,424,000
	$11,331,000
	$12,018,000
	$7,485,000
	$18,816,000
	3301
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