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STAFF REPORT

SUBJECT:  AN ORDINANCE relating to temporary use permits for homeless encampments. 

BACKGROUND:

On June 14, 2004, the King County Council established the Citizens' Advisory Commission on Homeless Encampments (CACHE) to explore issues of homelessness and the use of emergency encampments as temporary shelters.  

The 22 member Commission was charged with developing recommendations on four specific topics:

· A needs assessment for homeless encampments;

· Policy and procedural guidelines for determining the location of future homeless encampments;

· Options for locating homeless encampments on public land in King County; and

· Options for locating homeless encampments on private land in King County.

The Commission held seven meetings, including two community meetings.  

On September 7, 2004 the Commission briefed the King County Council on the Commission's findings.  The Council adopted Motion 11991 directing the King County Executive to submit policies and procedures for locating and permitting homeless encampments on both public lands and private lands.  
In response to the Motion 11991, the Executive transmitted Proposed Motion 2004-0518 and Proposed Ordinance 2004-0519 on October 29, 2004.  Proposed Motion 2004-0518 provides policy guidance on placement of homeless encampments on public lands.  

Proposed Ordinance 2004-0519 is companion legislation to the motion and was intended to apply many of the guidelines contained within the motion by reference.  The ordinance would apply to homeless encampments on privately-owned lands located in unincorporated King County.  
During the committee-of-the-whole meetings of January 4th and February 7th, staff gave a detailed overview of the provisions of the ordinance and highlighted issues related to:
· Community Meeting

· Application Requirements

· Notice to affected communities
· Duration and Size Limits

· Location and Site Design Requirements
STRIKING AMENDMENT – SUMMARY OF KEY REVISIONS:  
The attached striking amendment, while essentially reflecting the direction taken in the Executive proposal, proposes the following additional revisions:
· Incorporates provisions from Proposed Motion 2004-0518 such as:

· Findings (Section 1)
· Definitions (Section 7)
· Use and sponsorship agreements (Section 9)
· Codes of conduct for camp users (Section 10.B and Attachment A)
· Health requirements (Section 11)
· Age restrictions (Section 11.J)

· Consideration of parking impacts (Section 12)
· Clarifies that an applicant may request different standards through the temporary use permit process, however the permit will be reviewed as a Type 2 land use decision (Sections 2.E and 15).

· Sets a 30 day limit on length of review of a permit application (Section 3.B.2).
· Provides for a waiver of process fees for the application (Section 3.B.2).
· Requires a minimum of 30 days between the submittal date of the application and the commencement of the encampment (Section 10.A).

· Increases the approval period from 90 to 92 days, but specifies that the approval period includes setup and dismantling time (Section 11.B).

· Increases the maximum distance to public transportation from ¼ mile to ½ mile (Section 11.E).

· Provides an example to clarify how an applicant can "demonstrate ability to obtain access to public transportation" (Section 11.E).
· Requires the applicant, at least 14 days prior to start of use, to provide notice to residences and businesses within 500 feet of an encampment site of the intent to establish an encampment (Section 13.A).

· Requires the applicant to conduct an informational meeting between five and fourteen days prior to the start of the encampment (Section 13.B).  NOTE:  The executive-proposed requirement for a “pre-application” community meeting has been eliminated.

· Sunsets several sections of the ordinance (on January 1, 2015) and homeless encampments will become a prohibited use in unincorporated King County if the King County Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness has been successfully implemented (Sections 16, 17 and 18).

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Striking Amendment (S2) to Proposed Ordinance 2004-0519

2. Attachment A to Proposed Ordinance 2004-0519

3. Title Amendment (T1) to Proposed Ordinance 2004-0519

4. Proposed Ordinance 2004-0519
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