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King County




Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice Health and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:                 5 
DATE: 

February 10, 2009
PROPOSED MOTION:      2008-0659
PREPARED BY: 
Clifton Curry
SUBJECT: A MOTION confirming the executive's appointment of Kathleen Van Olst as director of the King County department of adult and juvenile detention.
SUMMARY:  The King County Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention operates one of the largest detention systems in the Pacific Northwest.  The adult system is responsible for almost 50,000 bookings a year and houses an average of 2,300 pre- and post-adjudicated misdemeanants and felons every day and the department’s juvenile division houses about 100 detained youth.  The Community Corrections Division is also supported by the department, providing services to several hundred individuals in alternatives to secure detention or treatment programs.  The department’s annual budget of $120 million ($147 million when jail health expenditures are added) and over 1,000 employees makes it one of the county’s largest departments.  
The department has two adult jail facilities—here in Seattle at the King County Correctional Facility (KCCF) and in Kent at the Maleng Regional Justice Center (MRJC).  The KCCF is a high-rise facility with housing for all security levels of adult inmates, 24 hour-seven-day-a-week booking and release, full medical and mental health facilities, and services to support the feeding, transport (to court hearings and other detention facilities), and activities of inmates.  In addition, the facility has recently undergone scrutiny by the U.S. Department of Justice.  As a result of the Department of justice’s review, the county entered into an agreement with the federal government regarding operations at the facility.  The MRJC was opened in 1996, and houses and supports inmates at all security levels (except “ultra-high” security) and also provides limited booking and other services.  The facility is part of the county’s regional justice center for the south county.  The department also supports the Community Corrections Division which operates the county’s alternatives to secure detention services.  The department is responsible for all felons and misdemeanants booked from the county’s unincorporated areas.  In addition, the department houses misdemeanants from cities, state inmates, and other detainees—all under contract.  The jail is also one of the largest providers of mental health services in the state.  The department is also is responsible for the administration of the juvenile detention facility in Seattle, housing an average of 100 detained youth each day.  

In accordance with K.C.C. 2.16.110, the county executive has requested confirmation of Kathy VanOlst as director of the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention.  Ms. Van Olst has served as Chief Deputy in the King County Prosecutor’s Office managing the Complex Prosecutions
and Investigations Division.  She previously served as Assistant Chief Deputy in the Criminal Division helping to manage operations that included 250 employees and 20,000 criminal cases each year.  In these capacities, she provided leadership and built strong partnerships throughout the court system, public defense and detention services.  According to the executive, Ms. Van Olst brings to the position an outstanding reputation and strong standing with the jail, courts, prosecutor and police.  Ms. VanOlst has participated in several of the county’s criminal justice initiatives and she has demonstrated that she understands the interconnection of the jail with the police, courts and prosecutor’s office and how decisions can affect all parts of the criminal justice system.  She was an active member responsible for the drafting and implementation of the alternatives to detention for the county’s Adult Justice Operational master Plan and in creating the Community Corrections Division.  
Ms. VanOlst possesses a law degree from Columbus School of Law in Washington, D.C., and a Masters in Public Administration from the University of Washington.  

ATTENDEES:

· Sheryl Whitney, Assistant County Executive, Office of the King County Executive

· Kathleen VanOlst, Director Designee, Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention
ATTACHMENTS: 

1.  Executive Letter of Transmittal

2.  Proposed Motion  2008-0659

3.  Confirmation Packet for Kathleen VanOlst

