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SUBJECT:

A Motion related to comprehensive planning; determining a substantive change to the urban growth area boundary for the city of Snoqualmie may be considered in 2002, and establishing the scope of the amendment consistent with KCC 20.18.030C.

BACKGROUND: SNOQUALMIE PRESERVATION INITIATIVE

The Snoqualmie Preservation Initiative (SPI / Initiative) is a complex land use proposal that is intended to preserve critical forestlands, viewsheds and trail corridors in and around the City of Snoqualmie, while at the same time, finalizing planning for the City’s future growth.  When fully implemented, the Initiative will result in: 
· the permanent preservation of a site near Snoqualmie Falls known as Falls Crossing; 
· the addition of 268 dwelling units to the existing development at Snoqualmie Ridge; 
· resolution of the Snoqualmie Joint Planning Area (JPA) and Urban Growth Area (UGA); 
· enhancements to the King County regional trail system; and 
· permanent conservation easements on 2,800 acres of forestland in the Raging River Watershed.
 
On March 12, 2001, the King County Council adopted Motion 11128, endorsing a memorandum of understanding (MOU) between King County, the City of Snoqualmie, the Cascade Land Conservancy (CLC) and the Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company (WRECO).  The MOU outlined the components of the SPI, and stated the Council’s intent to complete review and approval of ordinances implementing the Initiative. 

Implementation Actions Accomplished to Date:
1. Amending the existing Snoqualmie Ridge development agreement to allow up to 268 additional dwelling units in place of approved business park uses (Snoqualmie City Council, 4/23/01);

2. Amending Snoqualmie’s UGA to include 521 acres of WRECO ownership within the JPA (King County Council, 6/04/01);
3. Amending Snoqualmie’s UGA to include the 209-acre Northwest Properties, and remove the 214-acre Rattlesnake Ridge planning area (Growth Management Planning Council, 10/24/01);
Remaining Implementation Actions:

1. Amending the King County Comprehensive Plan to incorporate the Growth Management Planning Council’s decision (King County Council, no later than 12/31/02);

2. Completion of a development agreement between Snoqualmie and WRECO for the 521-acre JPA (Snoqualmie City Council, no later than 6/15/03); and

3. Completion of a development agreement between Snoqualmie and WRECO for the 209-acre Northwest Properties (Snoqualmie City Council, no later than 6/15/04).
When all the above actions are accomplished:  

· The City of Snoqualmie will own fee restricted title to the Falls Crossing site;

· The Cascade Land Conservancy will hold permanent conservation easements on the Falls Crossing site;

· WRECO will be allowed to expand its existing Snoqualmie Ridge development by an additional 268 units, and over time, will be allowed to develop an additional 521 acres to the south and 209 acres to the north; and

· King County will hold permanent conservation easements on 2,800 acres of forestland in the Raging River Watershed and on 650 acres adjacent to the Snoqualmie Valley and Preston-Snoqualmie trails.

SUMMARY of PROPOSED MOTION 2002-0054:
Proposed Motion 2002-0054 would authorize the consideration of amendments to the urban growth area boundary for the City of Snoqualmie that are required in order to implement the SPI.  King County Code 20.18.030 limits substantive changes to the urban growth area boundary to every fourth year (2004).  However, such changes are allowed in even calendar years subject to a determination by motion that “the purposes of the Comprehensive Plan are not being achieved as evidenced by official population forecasts, benchmarks, trends, and other relevant data.”   Proposed Motion 2002-0054 makes such a determination, under the following rationale:
The Snoqualmie Urban Growth Area Subarea Plan (adopted 6/4/01 as part of the SPI) includes an up to date population capacity estimate for the City of Snoqualmie and its UGA, and concludes that the City’s UGA cannot accommodate their household target under the Countywide Planning Policies.  The Subarea Plan recommends a series of changes to the City’s UGA to ensure the target can be met.  Proposed Motion 2002-0054 declares that the findings of the Snoqualmie Urban Growth Area Subarea Plan provides the necessary evidence to allow consideration of specific changes to the City’s UGA boundary in 2002.
Once authorized, the King County Council would consider the amendments to Snoqualmie’s UGA as part of the 2002 Update to the King County Comprehensive Plan.  The Executive is scheduled to transmit the 2002 Update to the Council on March 1, 2002.  It is expected to be referred to the Growth Management and Unincorporated Areas Committee for review and recommendations to the full Council.
ATTACHMENTS:
1.    Proposed Motion 2002-0054, with attachments

� Separate negotiations with the Fruit Growers Association may result in similar conservation easements on an additional 6,200 acres within the same watershed.
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