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SUBJECT  

Proposed Ordinance 2012-0231 would authorize King County to enter into a Project Partnership Agreement ("Agreement") with the United States Army Corps of Engineers ("Corps") to implement the Duwamish/Green Big Spring Creek Ecosystem Restoration Project ("Project"). 
KEY ELEMENTS OF AGREEMENT
The Agreement provides for project funding, construction, monitoring and adaptive management as follows:
Federal Responsibilities - The Corps will be responsible for activities related to the planning, design, contracting and construction of the Project.

County Responsibilities - King County, which owns the property on which the Project will be constructed, will have responsibility for monitoring improvements and using adaptive management for at least five years after construction and for long-term maintenance. 

Cost Sharing - The total construction costs of the Project are anticipated to be $4,133,731.  Construction cost shares are established by the Water Resources Development Act, which sets out a federal share of 65 percent (or $2,686,925) and a local share of 35 percent (or $1,446,806).

As to the local (King County) share
, $403,103 has been satisfied by Project costs already incurred by the County for land acquisition and project design.  In addition, $660,250 of will be provided by third party grants and an additional $40,000 will be provided through in-kind labor during the construction phase. 
BACKGROUND
Big Spring Creek ("the Creek") is located north of the city of Enumclaw.  Early in the 1900s, the Creek was channelized into a roadside ditch to an effort increase the amount of arable farmland on the Enumclaw Plateau.  
Such actions were common at the time, but they ultimately led to a severe degradation of the quality of its fish and wildlife habitat.  Despite its current condition, the Creek has a population of coho salmon – a species that, while abundant in this particular Creek, is a candidate for listing across Puget Sound under the federal Endangered Species Act.  
More importantly, the Creek is a major tributary to, and a key cold-water source for Newaukum Creek, which is home to federally-protected chinook salmon.  Newaukum Creek in turn flows into the Green River, which is likewise habitat for federally-protected chinook salmon. 

PROJECT OVERVIEW
High Priority Established - The origins for the Project date back to October 2000, when a coalition of the Corps, the County and sixteen cities of Water Resource Inventory Area 9 ("WRIA 9") Forum, completed the Duwamish/Green Ecosystem Restoration Project Report.  This report recommended 45 sites, including Big Spring Creek, in the watershed for habitat restoration aimed at protecting endangered Puget Sound chinook salmon.  

That same year, the WRIA 9 jurisdictions formalized their intent to jointly fund, plan, prioritize and conduct watershed planning and protection efforts, especially those aimed at protecting chinook.  In 2005, the WRIA 9 Salmon Habitat Plan identified the Big Spring Creek project site as one of the top priorities for restoration due largely to the Creek's contribution of cold water to Newaukum Creek, which is critical for juvenile salmon seeking safe habitat in the summertime.  The rearing and refuge habitat created through the Project is critical to juvenile fish in order for them to grow and become strong prior to migrating to the ocean.

Scope - The Project is located on over two hundred acres that the County acquired between 2001 and 2009 with state and regional funding, and through agreements with the city of Enumclaw.  The Creek will be relocated from the current roadside ditch to a new one-mile long stream channel.  In addition, 20 acres of wetland habitat adjacent to the new stream channel will be restored to further protect endangered salmon.  Logs and tree root wads would be placed in the newly-created stream channel and wetlands, and the creek banks would be replanted with native vegetation.

ANALYSIS

Gaining Federal Funding - By partnering with the Corps to implement the Project, the County leverages almost $2.65 million in federal funding, thus meeting two of its Strategic Plan goals: (1) exercising sound financial management; and (2) safeguarding and enhancing King County’s natural resources and environment for future generations.  Loss of this funding opportunity would severely hamper salmon recovery efforts in the Duwamish/Green River watershed.
Broad Stakeholder support - The Project has garnered widespread support among watershed stakeholders due to the County's collaboration with (1) other local governments, state and federal agencies, interest and community groups, special purpose districts, and the Muckleshoot Tribe, (2) the Puget Sound Partnership(which is responsible for implementing the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan and has prioritized implementation of this Project) and (3) landowners adjacent to the Project site and the City of Enumclaw, which owns a portion of the Project site.  Such level of support cannot always be expected, especially from adjacent landowners.
Agreement Execution Timeline - In order to meet the agreement execution timeline established by the Corps, Council adoption of this ordinance by July 23, 2012 has been requested by the Executive.  Since the Council staff has identified no issues, that request appears reasonable. 
AMENDMENT

None

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2012-0231 with attachments
[image: image2.png]


[image: image3][image: image4]
� Funding for the match requirement is from a combination of sources including King County surface water management fees, King Conservation District and interlocal agreement revenues as well as state grant funds and Conservation Futures Levy proceeds (as detailed on the fiscal note included as part of the proposed legislation).
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