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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

COMMITTEE-OF-THE-WHOLE
REVISED STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  3
DATE:  April 4, 2005
PROPOSED NO:  2005-0054
PREPARED BY:  Mike Alvine
SUBJECT:  A MOTION directing the executive to undertake actions to improve the conduct of the elections process in King County and supporting election reforms in Washington state.
SUMMARY:  The motion directs the Executive to undertake a number of activities that are designed to improve the conduct of King County elections.  

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS:
The Executive is directed to:
a. Evaluate the training needs of permanent and temporary elections staff; develop an appropriate training curriculum; recognize that training is an ongoing requirement; and to submit an appropriation ordinance that supports elections training needs.
b. Prepare a space plan for consolidation of elections operations into a single facility, to estimate the costs of doing so and propose a schedule for consolidation.
c. Evaluate all of the resource needs for elections and to submit an appropriations ordinance that meets the identified needs.

d. Explore ways to differentiate provisional ballots from regular ballots, including ways to prevent them from being inserted into optical scanning machines.
e. Identify an appropriate election that could be conducted completely by mail.

f. Report to the Council by July 1, 2005 on administrative improvements that may be adopted to better verify voter eligibility in the areas of residency, citizenship and felony status with an emphasis on coordinating these improvements with current state data sources and with future changes the state may implement including the single state managed voter registration system that will be implemented in 2006 in accordance with federal law.
In the final element of the motion, both the Executive and the Council are:

g. Encouraged to amend the county's state legislative agenda to support an earlier primary in Washington state and increased funding for training of elections staff.
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