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METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCIL

NATURAL RESOURCES, PARKS & OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE

STAFF REPORT
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SUBJECT:
Proposed Motion 2005-0318 recommends modifications to the work plan for the King Conservation District (KCD) for the year 2006.  
SUMMARY:

A 1993 agreement (ILA) between the King Conservation District (KCD) and King County requires the KCD to submit a work plan to the Council on or before June 1st of the year before its effective date. According to the agreement, the Council has two months or until August 1st to approve or amend the work plan or it is deemed accepted. The KCD forwarded its “2006 Calendar Year Program of Work” to the Council via a cover letter dated May 31st.
The current $5.00 per parcel rate expires at the end of 2005.  Negotiations involving key parties, including representation from the King Conservation District, the watershed forum staff, the Council and the Executive are ongoing relative to the allocation formula for the special assessment which will support the 2006 work plan.  
As noted, if the Council does not approve or recommend modification to the work plan by August 1 of the year prior to its implementation, it is, according to the above-referenced agreement, deemed approved.  Specifically, the language indicates, 


2. Approval of the Work Plan: The Council, within two months after receiving the proposed Work Plan from the District or by August 1 of each year, whichever is later, shall approve or recommend modifications to the portion of the proposed Work Plan funded by the assessment for the following year
 Because recommendations have not yet been developed from discussions between the parties, a ‘placeholder’ motion is proposed to provide the opportunity for discussions to proceed.   Proposed Motion 2005-0318 would recommend modifications to the proposed work plan; specifically, the motion recommends that the district modify its proposed 2006 work plan to reflect special assessment revenue distribution recommendations that will result from the ongoing discussions among affected agencies.

The motion also provides for a 30-day period for the District to indicate its response to the recommendation, and for a December 1 date by which a revised work plan reflecting revenue distribution revisions must be received.  

The proposed work plan, as submitted by the District, does not include allocation amounts for the watershed forum grants or member jurisdiction grants; it indicates that those are to be determined.  However, an allocation amount is included in the proposed work plan for District operations and programs, both in the form of a per-parcel allocation, and an estimated dollar value.  As a means of addressing all revenue recipients equally, the proposed work plan, included as Attachment B to the motion, is revised so that the allocation amounts specified for District operations and programs are described as ‘to be determined’, similar to other recipients. 
OVERVIEW OF THE KING CONSERVATION DISTRICT
The Dust Bowl crisis of the 1930’s led to soil and water conservation as a national priority.  A nationwide conservation district system was created to educate and help local citizens conserve land, water, forests, wildlife and other natural resources. Today there are approximately 3,000 conservation districts nationwide--one in almost every county.

The KCD was established in 1949 under R.C.W. 89.08 as a separate municipal corporation of the state to protect and conserve natural resources in King County.  The preamble to that legislation declares, as follows:

“…it is hereby declared to be the policy of the legislature to provide for the conservation of the renewable resources of this state, and for the control and prevention of soil erosion, and for the prevention of flood water and sediment damages, and for furthering agricultural and nonagricultural phases of conservation, development, utilization, and disposal of water…”

The KCD is one of 48 conservation districts in Washington State. The KCD is governed by a five-member Board of Supervisors of which three are elected by the public and two are appointed by the Washington State Conservation Commission, the state agency that supports local conservation districts. 

Most cities and all of unincorporated King County participate in the King Conservation District.  All landowners within the KCD’s boundaries are provided information and technical assistance for water quality protection, wildlife habitat enhancement, farm management plans, soil and slope stability information, native plant products, manure exchange information, volunteer opportunities, stream restoration/enhancement assistance and many other natural resource topics.  

ATTENDING:
Brandy Reed, Co-Coordinator, King Conservation District, Geoff Reed, Co-Coordinator, King Conservation District

ATTACHMENTS:
1. 
Proposed Motion 2005-0318
2. 
Amendment #1:  Striking Amendment to Proposed Motion 2005-0318
Attachment A:  Agreement between King County and King Conservation District 
Attachment B:  King Conservation District Calendar Year 2006 Proposed Program of Work
3.
Title Amendment   
4.   Transmittal Letter for King Conservation District Calendar Year 2006 Proposed Program of   Work
