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SUBJECT

WaterWorks water quality grant award recommendations proposed by the Executive.

SUMMARY

In 2015 and 2016, the Council approved two ordinances[footnoteRef:1] that established a process and grant review criteria, for water quality grant awards under the county’s WaterWorks Grants program.  Based on review by the Grants Ranking Committee, the Executive has recommended an initial round of WaterWorks grant awards to 11 recipients, totaling $850,000.  Proposed Ordinance 2016-0289, if approved, would authorize funding the recommended projects.     [1:  Ordinances 18031 and 18261] 


BACKGROUND 

King County has recently renewed its water quality grants program, referred to as WaterWorks Grants, after an extended legal process that confirmed the eligibility of wastewater revenues for water quality grant purposes.   The 2015/2016 County Budget[footnoteRef:2] contained a proviso requiring that the Executive propose criteria and a process for awarding water quality grants for Council consideration.  Ordinance 18031, which was amended in 2016 by Ordinance 18261, established a process and criteria for the grants.  Key elements include that, to be eligible, a project must: [2:  Ordinance 17941] 


· Create a benefit to or improvement of water quality within the County’s Wastewater Treatment Division’s (WTD) service area and benefit its ratepayers; and   
· Demonstrate that water quality benefits are related to WTD’s regional water quality responsibilities. 

Non-profit groups, cities, counties, special purpose districts, and tribes, as well as entities such as private businesses that are partnered with an otherwise-eligible entity, are eligible to receive funding, following a competitive review process.

The Council may annually adopt a motion establishing priorities for the subsequent grant application cycle; the Council is to seek comments from the Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC) on such a proposed motion.

The WaterWorks Grant Ranking committee includes one technical specialist, three positions representing the Metropolitan Water Pollution Abatement Advisory Committee (“MWPAAC”), and nine positions representing Council districts, recommended to the Executive by Councilmembers.  Committee members are appointed by the Executive and confirmed by Council.  The Grant Ranking Committee reviews, ranks and recommends projects.  Recommendations are to be based upon the above-specified criteria, the ability of the project to demonstrate water quality benefits, and implementation strength.  

Following development of recommendations, the County Executive is to confirm, or adjust the project list, and transmit to Council for consideration.  

ANALYSIS

The WaterWorks Grant Ranking Committee met on three occasions in late 2015 and early 2016 to review applications and recommend proposals for water quality project funding.  Proposed Ordinance 2016-0289 would approve the recommendations of the Grant Ranking Committee as Round 1 of the Waterworks Grants for the current year.  The transmittal is accompanied by a memorandum that lists the projects, including applicant, project amount, project title, proposed funding, project ranking, short project description and water quality benefit.

Project awards range from $15,000 to $250,000. The total proposed allocation amounts to $850,000 for the current round.  Projects include:

· Nature Vision: $24,949 for "Water Quality Education Project”
· Friends of the Issaquah Salmon Hatchery: $30,000 for "FISH Volunteer Recruitment Support”
· Futurewise: $81,565 for "Stormwater Pollution Reduction Project for Algona"
· Stewardship Partners: $75,000 for "Green Stormwater Infrastructure Mini Grants, RainWise Access Grants and Community Engagement Campaign"
· West Woodland Elementary School PTA, School Gardens Committee: $15,000 for "Rain Garden Restoration - Built to Last"
· City of Kent - $100,000 for "Leber Homestead: Arsenic Remediation"
· Seattle Tilth Association: $50,000 for "Improving Water Quality through Changes to Agriculture Practices"
· Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust: $50,000 for "Me-Kwa-Mooks Parks Community Engagement and Restoration"
· City of Seattle, Seattle Public Utilities: $250,000 for "Implementing In-Stream Methodology for Detecting Sewage in-flows to Receiving Waters";
· Cascadia College: $18,500 for "Student Led Solutions to Stormwater Pollution";
· The King County Water and Land Resources Division: $154,986 for "Duwamish Floating Wetlands."

Council approval of Proposed Ordinance 2016-0289 would authorize funding for the identified projects, which are described in Attachment A, the WaterWorks Grant Recommendations Round 1 Memorandum. 

ATTACHMENTS

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Proposed Ordinance 2015-0289 
2. Transmittal Letter
3. Fiscal Note
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