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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance approves the annexation of additional acreage into the Ronald Wastewater District.
SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0304 of approximately 79 acres known as the Holyrood Cemetery, into the Ronald Wastewater District (“District") for the purpose of providing wastewater service.
The annexation was initiated by the District pursuant to RCW 57.24.170, which provides that where there is territory containing less than 100 acres within a district, the district may resolve to annex that territory.  County Council approval is required to complete the annexation.

BACKGROUND

Ronald Wastewater District
The District encompasses an area of approximately 6870 acres with a service population of approximately 56,000 people. The District is a mixture of residential and commercial properties.  The District provides service within the City of Shoreline and a small area of unincorporated King County.  The District serves over 99% of Shoreline’s population.  Approval of the annexation would increase the District’s service area by less than 2%.
State & County Law

RCW chapter 57.24 allows water and sewer districts to annex territory within their service area to provide water and/or sewer service.  One way such annexations may be accomplished is pursuant to RCW 57.24.170, which provides that where there is territory containing less than 100 acres within a district, the district may resolve to annex that territory.  In this case, the acreage at issue is 79 acres, and is within the boundaries of the District.
In accordance with RCW chapter 36.93, the annexation process is initiated by the utility after a notice of intention for annexation is filed with the Boundary Review Board ("BRB") and King County Council.  The BRB provides oversight of boundary changes to cities and special districts through the review of annexations, incorporations, mergers, consolidations, or extensions of service beyond corporate boundaries, as mandated by state law.  It works with the municipality until the BRB approves the final boundary description.  
Pursuant to King County Code 13.24.010, the Council relies on the expertise of the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review the proposed annexations and determine whether or not they are in alignment with a district’s comprehensive plan.  Once the UTRC and BRB have completed their reviews and provided their recommendations, the Council considers the proposed annexation by ordinance.
In reviewing the annexation proposal, the Council is to consider whether the annexation complies with the county or town/city comprehensive plan.

Public Hearings

A public hearing on the proposed annexation was held by the Council on June 7, 2010.
Boundary Review Board

The BRB has completed its evaluation of the legal description of the annexation and found it to be satisfactory.

Utilities Technical Review Committee

The UTRC has analyzed the proposed annexation and has recommended Council approval.  

ANALYSIS 

Proposed Ordinance 2010-0304 is an annexation of approximately 79 acres of property into the service area of the Ronald Wastewater District for the purpose of the District providing wastewater service.  The area is occupied by the Holyrood Cemetery.  The annexation would allow the District to provide wastewater service to this area with existing available capacity.
The Holyrood Annexation Area is referenced in the District’s Comprehensive Plan.  The annexation complies with the King County Comprehensive Plan which identifies special service districts as the appropriate provider of local and regional services and the annexation has been approved by the BRB and the UTRC recommends the Council approve the annexation.  
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