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Metropolitan King County Council
Regional Water Quality Committee


STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	8
	Name:
	Jenny Giambattista

	Proposed No.:
	RWQC2023-01 
	Date:
	April 5, 2023



SUBJECT

A resolution adopting the 2023 Regional Water Quality Committee Work Program.

BACKGROUND

The Regional Water Quality Committee (RWQC) is one of three regional committees formed when voters approved the merger of Metro (transit and wastewater treatment services) and King County.  The charter, as amended in 2008 states the following regarding regional committees:

270.30  Powers and Duties.
	Each regional committee shall develop, propose, review and recommend action on ordinances and motions adopting, repealing, or amending transit, water quality or other regional countywide policies and plans within the subject matter area of the committee.  

Although not required by Charter, in recent years RWQC has adopted an annual work program by resolution. 

DISCUSSION

The March 1, 2023 RWQC meeting was a special work session to develop the committee’s 2024 work program. The committee reviewed the following issues expected to come to RWQC in 2023: 

· Proviso report on toxics in wastewater effluents and the impact on the marine environment.
· 2024 proposed sewer and capacity charge rates 
· Clean Water Plan
· Capacity Charge Methodology (WTD requested legislation)
· Class A Biosolids (WTD requested legislation)
· Proviso response on wastewater capacity charge exemption or reduced costs for those King County residents who themselves or their progenitors or both were impacted by redlining.
· Modified Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) Consent Decree[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The timing for this item will depend on when negotiations on a modified CSO consent decree are complete. As of the date of this staff report, there is no information available on timing. ] 


The committee then prioritized additional topics for the committee to address in 2024. The additional topics in priority order are as follows:

· Long term rates and debt strategy
· Federal funds/Advocacy for Puget Sound as national asset 
· Wastewater governance
· Sewage disposal agreements 
· Stormwater and wastewater initiatives to improve the health of Puget Sound
· Asset management needs

At the March 1 meeting Councilmember Balducci directed staff to develop a work program based on the committees expected work and priorities. Staff worked with the chair and vice-chair, WTD, and the Metropolitan Water Pollution Advisory Committee (MWPAAC) to develop the attached work program and monthly calendar.

The attached work program (Attachment A) provides background and the objective for each topic and estimated dates for discussion of each topic. Attachment 2 is a monthly calendar showing the topics for each RWQC meeting. The work program and monthly calendar are intended to be updated as issues emerge and it becomes necessary to makes changes to the workplan.


INVITED

· Kamuron Gurol, Director, Wastewater Treatment Division

ATTACHMENTS

1. RWQC Resolution RWQC2023-01 and its attachment 
2. Monthly RWQC work program




image1.png
kil

King County




