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King County




Office of Risk Management Services
Department of Executive Services

King Street Center
201 South Jackson Street, Suite 320
Seattle, WA 98104

206-263-2250 Fax 206-296-0949

TTY Relay: 711

March 31, 2022

The Honorable Claudia Balducci, Chair 
King County Council

516 Third Ave, Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

RE:  Quarterly Report of Closed Claims with Indemnity Payments of $100,000 or More

Dear Councilmember Balducci:

I am pleased to transmit the quarterly report for the first quarter of 2022 summarizing claims that closed with an indemnity payment in the amount of $100,000 or more. This report is transmitted pursuant to Ordinance 16913, which was adopted on August 27, 2010 and  established a quarterly reporting requirement for the King County Risk Manager. This report describes the six claims that resolved from January 1, 2022 through March 31, 2022 with an indemnity payment of $100,000 or more.

Claimant:  
Columbia Legal Services


Indemnity Payment: $1,407,665
Date of Loss:
07/25/2014




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
01/26/2022




From 2014 to 2019, 76 juveniles, who had been charged as adults in King County due to the severity of the alleged crime, spent time housed in solitary confinement. The juveniles alleged that this confinement violated their constitutional rights. The agreed class action lawsuit was resolved for $1,407,665.

Claimant:  
Danieli, Anna




Indemnity Payment: $100,000

Date of Loss:
01/01/2015




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
02/24/2022




Ms. Danieli alleges that Regional Animal Services of King County (RASKC) treated her cat, Miska, unfairly. Multiple citations resulted from Miska’s trespassing, taunting, and killing other pets. Miska was detained by RASKC for six months. The case was resolved for $100,000.

Claimant: Wimbish, Robin




Indemnity Payment: $100,000
Date of Loss:
04/05/2017




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
02/17/2022




Ms. Wimbish was a passenger on a Metro bus. When she stood to exit, the bus braked suddenly to avoid a collision. Ms. Wimbish fell and injured her back. The case was resolved for $100,000.
Claimant:
Pines, Jevon
 



Indemnity Payment: $250,000

Date of Loss:
06/04/2018




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
03/17/2022



On June 4, 2018, just prior to closing time, Mr. Pines entered the Maleng Regional Justice Center to deposit money into his brother’s account using the automated kiosk. Mr. Pines asked the front desk for change for a $20 bill but was told that no cash is kept on the premises. Two correctional officers entered the lobby to perform a security check and lock up for the night. The officers asked Mr. Pines to finish his transaction and leave. When Mr. Pines again demanded that someone provide change for his $20 bill, the officers began to escort Mr. Pines out of the lobby. A struggle ensued and the officers used force against Mr. Pines. The case was resolved for $250,000.

Claimant:  Estate of Anthony J. Chilcott


Indemnity Payment: $2,500,000

Date of Loss:
11/25/2019




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
02/16/2022
On November 22, 2019, Mr. Chilcott stole a pickup truck from a gas station in Black Diamond, Washington. On November 25, 2019, King County Deputy Sheriffs, in plain clothes and an unmarked vehicle, located the stolen vehicle parked on the side of road after earlier seeing it driven erratically in the Black Diamond area. The deputies approached with their vehicle and Mr. Chilcott attempted to flee, but the truck became stuck on some rocks. Shortly thereafter, the deputies shot Mr. Chilcott resulting in fatal injuries. The matter was resolved pre-litigation for $2,500,000.

Claimant: 
Sutherland, Pal Kirtan
   


Indemnity Payment: $275,000

Date of Loss:
01/09/2020




Closure Method:  Settlement

Closure Date:
03/21/2022




On January 9, 2020, Mr. Sutherland was crossing the street in a crosswalk on N 175th St at Wallingford Ave North when he was struck by a car. Mr. Sutherland alleges that the crosswalk signal (maintained by King County pursuant to an agreement with Shoreline) was malfunctioning at the time of the collision. He suffered leg and head injuries. The case was resolved for $275,000.
I would be happy to answer any questions or provide a briefing for the Council on these claims at your convenience. 
Sincerely,


Jennifer Hills, ARM-P, CRM

Director, Office of Risk Management Services
cc:
King County Councilmembers

ATTN:  Janine Weihe, Acting Chief of Staff




  Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council

Shannon Braddock, Chief of Staff, Office of the Executive 

Karan Gill, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Executive

Mina Hashemi, Director, Council Relations, Office of the Executive 

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer, Department of Executive

    Services (DES)

Jennifer Hills, Director, Office of Risk Management, DES

Susie Slonecker, Chief Civil Deputy, Prosecuting Attorney’s Office (PAO)

Jessica Kozma, Litigation Section Head, PAO

Kymber Waltmunson, King County Auditor
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