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December 14, 2017
The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott,
This letter transmits an ordinance that will amend the King County Code to enable Sound Transit to obtain the necessary permits to expand its light rail facilities to Redmond.
This ordinance adds a new definition for “regional transit authority facilities” and allows such uses in certain zones in unincorporated King County. This will allow Sound Transit’s light rail line to cross over a small portion of Marymoor Park.  I respectfully request that the Council consider this ordinance at its earliest convenience so that Sound Transit may obtain the necessary permits from the Department of Permitting and Environmental Review to meet its timelines.
These amendments will result in benefits to the public by promoting efficiency, clarifying regulations, and by providing cost savings to Sound Transit, a public agency.
This ordinance furthers the King County Strategic Plan goals by delivering permitting services efficiently, safeguarding the environment, and promoting cost savings to the applicant. 
In accordance with KCC 20.18.110, the Zoning Code Amendments ordinance must be advertised in a newspaper of general circulation at least thirty days before the Council's public hearing.  Under KCC 20.18.150 and RCW 36.70A.l06, within ten days of adoption, the Council must transmit the Zoning Code Amendments ordinance to the state and provide published notice in the official county newspaper.  SEPA review is underway and will be completed in advance of any action by the King County Council.  

Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will help King County residents by ensuring that the regional light rail system can be expanded in a cost-effective manner.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jim Chan, Interim Director, Department of Permitting and Environmental Review, at 206-477-0385.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Grant Lahmann, Chief of Staff to Chair McDermott



  Jeff Muhm, Director of Council Initiatives




  Melani Pedroza, Clerk of the Council

Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget


Jim Chan, Interim Director, Department of Permitting and Environmental Review
