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June 28, 2006

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

I am pleased to transmit for Metropolitan King County Council consideration and approval an ordinance amending the King County Code, Title 24, Housing and Community Development.
The purpose of this amendment is to bring Title 24 up-to-date, specifically: 

· To more accurately reflect the breadth of King County Housing and Community Development program areas;
· To recognize the Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan adopted by County Council, and provide sufficient code authority to allow the County Executive to administer housing and community development programs, in accordance with that Plan and with the federal and state contract obligations and terms; 
· To authorize the King County consortia partnership model that has developed through county council adopted interlocal agreements.  
When Title 24 was originally codified in 1977, it dealt solely with the housing repair program, and it did so in great detail.  At the time, the Housing and Community Development Program was less complex and the federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) fund was essentially the sole funding source.  There have been many changes since 1977, but Title 24 has had few amendments and no substantial revisions. 
For many years, housing repair has been only one of several program areas within the Housing and Community Development Program.  These other program areas include housing development finance, homeless housing, affordable housing planning, public infrastructure improvements, and non-profit community facilities.  
In addition to the CDBG funds, there are numerous other federal fund sources, as well as state and local fund sources.  Federal funds include the HOME Investment Partnership (HOME) program, the Emergency Shelter Grant Program, the Shelter Plus Care Program and other McKinney Homeless Assistance funds.  State funds include the Transitional Housing Operating and Rental Assistance (THOR) program.  Local funds include the Current Expense funded Housing Opportunity Fund (HOF), the Regional Affordable Housing Program (using revenue authorized by Substitute House Bill 2060), and the new Homeless Assistance Funds authorized by Engrossed Second Substitute House Bill 2163.
Most of these funds are regional and are administered according to the provisions of interlocal cooperation agreements with all or most of the cities in the county.  King County Council has adopted four different interlocal agreements covering different aspects of the program, and these agreements subsequently have been approved by the legislative bodies of all participating cities.

In 1977, when Title 24 was originally codified, cities had a much smaller percentage of the county’s population, and their partnership was not mentioned in the code.  The proposed revision recognizes the importance of inter-jurisdictional partnerships.  It references the various council adopted interlocal agreements and the Joint Recommendations Committee, the 
inter-jurisdictional advisory body established by those interlocal agreements.

In addition, the 1977 code also could not anticipate that in 1996 the US Department of Housing and Urban Development would begin requiring King County to adopt a Consortium-wide Consolidated Housing and Community Development Plan (“Consolidated Plan”).  
The most recent Consolidated Plan was adopted by the King County Council in the fall of 2004.  It established the 2005-2009 framework of policies, goals, and objectives for the distribution and administration of federal housing and community development funds, as well as related state and local funds.  The proposed revision to Title 24 will reference this council-adopted plan.
Finally, the revised code will provide the requisite authority for the County Executive to administer all of the housing and community development program areas in accordance with the council adopted Consolidated Plan and the interlocal agreements, and in accordance with federal and state laws, rules and regulations governing the various fund sources.  
The proposed amendments to Title 24 are summarized below:
· Repeals the chapters that focused solely on the housing repair program;
· Repeals a superfluous chapter on “Interpretation” per the suggestion of our prosecuting attorney;

· Amends the “Policy” and “Findings” sections to lift the focus from the housing repair program and encompass the breadth of the housing and community development program;

· Amends the “Definitions” section;

· Adds a new chapter that covers “Implementing Agreements, Plans and Policies,” which authorizes the interlocal cooperation agreements that guide the King County Consortia and the inter-jurisdictional Joint Recommendations Committee, and references the council adopted Consolidated Plan.
· Adds a new chapter that covers “Administration of Programs,” which covers the appropriation of funds for the Housing and Community Development Program, the range of program areas the appropriated funds are intended to support, and the authority of the Executive to administer the programs;
· Retains the “Credit Enhancement Program” chapter in its current form.
There is no fiscal note accompanying this ordinance because no additional expenditure authority is being requested.
If you have any questions about this code amendment ordinance, please contact Linda Peterson, Program Manager for Housing and Community Development, at 206-296-8661.
Sincerely,

Ron Sims

King County Executive
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ATTN:  Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director

 Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget


Jackie MacLean, Director, Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS)

Sadikifu Akina-James, Division Director, Community Services Division (CSD), DCHS

Linda Peterson, Program Manager, Housing and Community Development, CSD, DCHS
