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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0068 would make changes to gendered pronouns and historically gendered terms in King County Code Titles 9, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19A, 20, 21A, 23, 27, and 27A to achieve gender neutrality.

SUMMARY

The Proposed Ordinance is the second in a series of four ordinances that would make changes to the King County Code (KCC) to remove gendered pronouns and historically gendered terms thereby rendering it gender neutral. Proposed Ordinance 2017-0489 pertained to Titles 1 through 4A of KCC and was approved by Council December 4, 2017. Proposed Ordinance 2018-0068 pertains to Titles 9, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19A, 20, 21A, 23, 27, and 27A which includes land use and development regulations (surface water, roads, construction codes, zoning, etc.) and therefore requires public noticing. The last two ordinances are tentatively scheduled to be introduced for Council consideration before May 2018. No substantive legal or policy changes are proposed to be made through this process but other drafting corrections are and will be proposed by the Code Reviser.

BACKGROUND 

In July 2016, Motion 14680 was passed directing the clerk of the council to develop options for how to apply gender-neutral references throughout the King County Code. Related Ordinance 18316 passed the same day to place an item on the November 2016 ballot to  amend the King County Charter to make the language of the charter gender-neutral. This Charter Amendment was passed by a majority of voters in November 2016. 

This Proposed Ordinance is consistent with Washington State law passed in 1983[footnoteRef:1] which requires that, “All rules and directory or advisory publications issued, adopted, or amended by state officers or agencies, as defined by RCW 41.06.020, after July 1, 1983, shall be written in gender-neutral terms unless a specification of gender is intended." Additionally, in 2007 the Washington State legislature passed Senate Bill 5063 which made changes to gender-specific terms in several chapters of the RCW. County Code has similar language for County legislation: “An ordinance or motion enacted or amended by the council must be written in gender neutral terms unless a specification of gender is intended.”[footnoteRef:2] This provision was first adopted in 2000.  This provision does not affect the gender-specific language that is already present in the King County Code (unless there is a subsequent amendment). [1:  RCW 43.01.160]  [2:  KCC 1.03.120.A.] 

ANALYSIS

In the proposed ordinance gendered pronouns such as he, him, she, or her are replaced with the title of the actor in impacted sentences within King County Code Titles 9, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19A, 20, 21A, 23, 27, and 27A. For example, KCC 16.82.030. currently reads, in part:

…if such building, land, structure, premises or portion thereof is occupied, he shall first present proper credentials and demand entry; and if such land, building, structure, premises, or portion thereof be unoccupied, he shall first make a reasonable effort....

In this instance the proposed change is to replace “he” with “the director”. 

…if such building, land, structure, premises or portion thereof is occupied, ((he)) the director shall first present proper credentials and demand entry; and if such land, building, structure, premises, or portion thereof be unoccupied, ((he)) the director shall first make a reasonable effort....

Table A contains a sample of other proposed changes to gendered terms. A comprehensive list of the gendered terms in existing code and their proposed replacements are available in Attachment 2.

TABLE 1
	Existing Term
	Proposed Term

	Journeyman
	Journey

	Workmanship
	Quality of work

	Man-made
	Human-made

	Manhole
	Maintenance hole




Executive staff have been consulted regarding the proposed changes. Their feedback has been addressed and incorporated into the Proposed Ordinance, including a request by the Wastewater Treatment Division to change the replacement for “manhole” from “utility access hole” to “maintenance hole” because existing drawings and records for the sewer system use the abbreviation “MH” as reference on lids, etc. in the field.

Schedule 

Attachment 3 includes the revised schedule to complete the code update work.  The next ordinance will include the remainder of the Titles, excluding Title 6.  This group is proposed to be heard by the Committee and potentially be adopted by the full Council in later this month.

Title 6 will be the final ordinance for this project. It is expected to be introduced in March, with final action by the full Council in May 2018, after required noticing.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2018-0068
2. Summary Matrix of Changes
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Timeline for Future Ordinances
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