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Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT
	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Kelli Carroll

	Item No.:
	2011-B0138
	Date:
	August 23, 2011



SUBJECT	

A briefing on Thurston County’s Veterans Court by the Honorable Brett Buckley, Thurston County District Court Presiding Judge.

SUMMARY:

The Thurston County Veterans Court was the first Veterans Court in Washington State and the 12th in the nation. It’s inaugural hearing was held on July 22, 2009. The first graduation took place on July 22, 2011. As of July 15, there were 17 participants in the Thurston County program with more on a waiting list. 

Referrals are made to Thurston County Veterans Court either through the formal court processes or informally. In order to qualify for Thurston County’s Veterans Court, specific criteria must be met by the potential participants includes: 
· Veteran or Active Duty Status
· Axis I Mental Health Diagnosis
· Low to Medium Risk Assessment Score
· Charged in Thurston County 
· Nexus Between Diagnosis and Charge – No sex offenses
· Amenability to Treatment

Defendants must appear regularly in court to discuss their treatment programs, work, education and other issues important to successful rehabilitation. Defendants also meet with program staff outside of court for monitoring and referrals. The Washington Department of Veterans Affairs and the federal Veterans Affairs have partnered with District Court to provide a Benefits Coordinator and an Outreach Coordinator on-site during each hearing. 

In order to graduate, the veteran must complete all recommended mental health, chemical dependency and/or domestic violence treatment. Such treatment may also include anger management or parenting classes. Random urine analysis testing is a requirement for everyone in the program and they must remain clean and sober. These are in addition to regular check-ins with court social workers and weekly court hearings. 

The regular Veterans Court sessions are held every Wednesday at 4:00 pm in Thurston County District Court and are open to the public.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. 2011-0236 Staff Report, July 26, 2011
2. Thurston County Veterans Court Fact Sheets I and II
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