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Law, Justice, Health and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

	Agenda Item:
	6
	Name:
	Clifton Curry

	Proposed No.:
	2013-0001
	Date:
	January 29, 2013

	Invited:
	Robin Rask, Program Manager  Contracts Unit, King County Sheriff’s Office



SUBJECT	

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0001, an ordinance authorizing the county executive to execute a contract agreement between King County and King County Housing Authority for community policing services at its southwest King County properties.

SUMMARY:

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0001 will allow the King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) to continue providing community policing services at the King County Housing Authority’s Southwest Area locations through December 31, 2013 and beyond.  This contract updates and replaces the former contract, which expired November 30, 2012. The new agreement is effective upon signature and renews annually by fulfilling the annual renewal requirements set forth in the contract.

BACKGROUND:

The King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) provides law enforcement services to unincorporated King County and, through contracts, to cities, Metro Transit, King County Airport, the King County Housing Authority, and school districts.  The sheriff provides contract police services for cities and other governmental entities that allow the contracting agency to specify levels of service.  The KCSO provides its contracted law enforcement services through approximately fifty agreements.  These contracts include:
 
· Local police department for twelve suburban cities
· Transit police for Metro, Sound Transit and the King County Airport
· Tribal police for the Muckleshoot Indian Tribe
· Housing Authority policing in several communities
· Fire and arson investigations in fifteen cities
· Marine patrol for eight cities
· Air support for the Coast Guard, Washington Department of Ecology, and King County Department of Natural Resources 

In addition to providing local law enforcement services, the KCSO has a number of regional responsibilities, including the operation of the county’s Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS), E-911 call and dispatch, and King County Search and Rescue, and air and marine patrol.  The Sheriff is also responsible for security in the county’s courthouses.  

As one of its functions, the sheriff’s office has worked for many years in partnership with the King County Housing Authority to provide dedicated community policing services for the low-income communities who reside in housing authority properties in the southwest part of the county. 

The goals of these agreements are to reduce crime and to improve residents’ perception of safety within the housing authority community. To this end, the sheriff’s office provides services that include community policing activities, crime prevention, and community education and communication activities. These activities include patrolling the communities by bike or foot to deter and prevent criminal activity; community crime watch and crime prevention meetings with residents; supporting the activities of onsite recreation, social services programs, and the resident council; and, engaging youth in the community with programs to develop solid relationships.  In addition, the storefront officer acts as a liaison for the housing authority and the City of Burien police (whose services are also provided under a sheriff’s contract). 

This agreement provides for a dedicated storefront officer who maintains a storefront location at the Greenbridge housing authority property, and also provides services to other nearby housing authority communities.  The properties covered by the agreement are:
· Greenbridge (Unincorporated Area)
· Seaola Gardens (Unincorporated Area)
· Burien Park Apartments (Burien)
· Munro Manor (Burien)
· Yardley Arms Apartments (Burien)
· Boulevard Manor Apartments (Burien)
· Arbor Heights (Burien)

The Sheriff’s Office has provided services at Greenbridge and the other nearby properties since the 1990, in partnership with the housing authority. 

ANALYSIS:

This Proposed Ordinance would approve the agreement (Attachment A) that provides for reimbursable community policing and storefront services to the King County Housing Authority.  The sheriff’s office has provided policing services for the housing authority (in several forms) since 1990; this proposed contract updates and replaces a former contract, which expired November 30, 2012.  Approval of this ordinance will allow the sheriff’s office to continue providing community policing services at the housing authority’s southwest area locations through December 31, 2013 and beyond. The new agreement is effective upon signature and renews annually by fulfilling the annual renewal requirements set forth in the contract.  Council approval of this ordinance will allow the County to receive roughly $133,693 in revenue for 2013 and in future years of the contract.

The agreement has been reviewed by legal counsel. No issues of concern were noted.

REASONABLENESS:

[bookmark: _GoBack]Approval of Proposed Ordinance 2013-0001 appears to constitute a reasonable business decision. 

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Proposed Ordinance 2013-0001 with attachment A
2. Transmittal Letter 
3. Fiscal Note
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