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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice, and Human Services Committee
 STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:                    4   
DATE: 

December 7, 2006
PROPOSED ORDINANCE   2006-0584
PREPARED BY: 
Clifton Curry
SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE authorizing the county executive to enter into interlocal agreement with the city of Lake Forest Park relating to the provision of prosecution services for in-custody hearings.
SUMMARY:  This proposed Ordinance would allow the City of Lake Forest Park to take advantage of District Court Saturday and holiday hearings already held in the King County jail for city arrestees.  The city is contracting for both court and prosecutorial services for in-custody hearings (and will also compensate the Department of Adult and Juvenile Detention for any associated court escort costs).

Background.  The Prosecuting Attorney’s Office is responsible for the prosecution of all felony and juvenile criminal offenses in the county and for all misdemeanor cases generated in the unincorporated parts of the county.  In addition, the prosecutor represents the county in several civil law areas, including employment law, torts, contracts, and land use.  The District Court is the county’s court of “limited jurisdiction” and has responsibility for traffic infractions, certain civil matters, and misdemeanor criminal offenses in the county’s unincorporated areas, cities that contract with the court, and for the adjudication of “state” offenses (violations of state statute in the county or when the arresting agency is the Washington State Patrol). The court also conducts “first appearance” hearings at the county’s detention facilities for individuals booked into jail. The county is represented by the prosecuting attorney’s office at these court hearings. 
In early 2006, representatives from the county and the city of Lake Forest Park began discussing a contract for in-custody court services for weekends and holidays.  The city’s interest in this service grows from Washington Court Rule 3.2.1(a) which states a person who is arrested shall have a judicial determination of probable cause no later than 48 hours following the person’s arrest, unless probable cause has been determined prior to such arrest.  To comply with this rule, the City of Lake Forest Park wishes to enter into an agreement with the county for provision of limited in-custody District Court and Prosecuting Attorney services, specifically Saturday and holiday in-custody hearings, for new bookings into the county jail.  
The proposed city cases (in-custody inmates) would be added to the calendars that are currently held by District Court and staffed by the prosecuting attorney in the King County Correctional Facility on Saturdays and holidays.  At these hearings, the judge determines probable cause and may set bail.  This has the potential for the prompt release of appropriate inmates.  Currently these inmates are being held until the city can transport them to Lake Forest Park for a hearing on one of their regularly scheduled calendars during the usual work week.
Since Lake Forest Park is estimated to have two bookings per week on these calendars, the county faces minimal fiscal impact by entering into these agreements.  The proposed interlocal agreements outline cost methodologies that are commensurate with this impact but also allow the county to recover its costs, including overhead.

The new agreements would become effective January 1, 2007.  The agreement for District Court is for one year with the potential of two additional two year terms.  The prosecuting attorney agreement is for one year with the option of automatic renewals of one year periods thereafter.   

The City of Lake Forest Park has approved these agreements.  It is estimated that the contract will generate about $3,000 in revenues and fully covers prosecutorial expenses.
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