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SUBJECT

Confirmation of two appointments to the King County Transit Advisory Committee.
COUNCIL POLICY PRIORITIES
These nominations are relevant to the Council’s Mobility for People, Goods and Services Priority and to its Safe, Healthy and Vibrant Communities Priority.
SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2010-0519 confirms the appointment of Council District 8 resident Mike O’Neal to the King County Transit Advisory Committee ("TAC").  Mr. O’Neal is a Seattle resident and regular transit rider who works for the state Department of Services for the Blind.  He has limited vision and hearing and uses a white cane when riding transit.  He is interested in a wide range of transit issues including system accessibility and learning from the many transit systems he has ridden while traveling in the U.S., Canada, and Europe.
Proposed Motion 2010-0521 confirms the appointment of Council District 6 resident Carol Finn to the TAC.  Ms. Finn is a Bellevue resident and regular transit rider who is an IT project manager for Boeing.  She is a Metro bus stop volunteer who cleans her neighborhood bus stops and the nearby areas.  She is interested in a wide range of transit issues with particular emphasis on how the transit system meets the needs of transit-dependent riders.
BACKGROUND
The TAC helps the Transit Division improve transit services and programs by advising the Transit Division staff and General Manager, the King County Executive, the Metropolitan King County Council, local jurisdictions, and subarea transportation forums on transit issues and policies.

The TAC’s role is to:

· Function as a sounding board for updates of the King County Six-Year Transit Development Plan.

· Present advice to the appropriate parties on issues essential to transit service in King County. 

· Serve as a resource for inter-jurisdictional transit promotion and coordination. 

· Designate one member to serve on community sounding boards dealing with transit service changes. 

Membership – the TAC is made up of 15 people who live in King County.  Members include residents, business representatives, and other stakeholders concerned about transit service in the county.  Most members are users of the bus system.  TAC members are appointed by the King County Executive and approved by the King County Council.  Appointments are for two years, although in the case of Ms. Finn, the appointment is for a partial term to expire in September 2011.
Meetings – the Committee meets monthly or as needed to complete the work plan and address other issues as they arise.  Meetings are held from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of each month in downtown Seattle.

According to Executive branch staff, TAC and Accessible Services Advisory Committee (“ASAC”) members support a merger of the two committees, and legislation to accomplish this end may be transmitted this year.  If the merger takes place, the current nominees would serve on the new merged committee.  As 12 TAC and 11 ASAC members complete their service, departing members will not be replaced until the total membership of the merged committee reaches the target membership number of 18.

ANALYSIS

The appointments have been introduced by the Councilmembers representing the nominees’ home addresses.  A review of the application materials confirms that the information is accurate.

AMENDMENTS

None.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2010-0519 packet

2. Proposed Motion 2010-0521 packet

Pursuant to K.C.C.3.04.110, which allows for confidentiality, the required Financial Disclosure Statements have been distributed to Council members only. 
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