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SUBJECT

A briefing from the Director of King County Elections. 

SUMMARY

King County Elections Director, Julie Wise, will provide a briefing to the Regional Policy Committee on the implementation of same day voter registration, the upcoming August primary election, and an overview of elections security recently briefed to the Government Accountability and Oversight Committee on May 6, 2019.

BACKGROUND 

Same Day Registration 

In 2018, the Washington State legislature acted to extend the period for voter registration.[footnoteRef:1] Previously, a person must have submitted their voter registration application online or via mail no later than 29 days before the day of the next election, or in person no later than eight days before the election. Effective June 30, 2019, this registration period is extended to eight days before an election for online or mail registration and up to 8:00 p.m. the day of the election for in-person registration.  [1:  Substitute Senate Bill 6021, http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2017-18/Pdf/Bills/Session%20Laws/Senate/6021-S.SL.pdf  ] 


The Washington State Office of the Secretary of State (OSOS) and 39 County Elections Administrators participated in a steering committee to implement "VoteWA", a modernized elections system for Washington State. According to the Washington subcommittee's dashboard, "VoteWA is a collaboration between OSOS and the counties to create a centralized system for both voter registration and elections management, and contains integrated petitions management, candidate management, and an integrated self-service public portal."[footnoteRef:2] The contractor selected for the project is BPro, a software company that provides on-site and cloud-based election solutions for states and localities.[footnoteRef:3] The total budget for VoteWA is $9,483,000.[footnoteRef:4] $5.8 million of which is state funds allocated through the IT Investment Pool for major state technology projects. Federal funding for this project comes from a grant to the Secretary of State’s office under the Help America Vote Act.  [2:  Washington State's I.T. Transparent Project Dashboard, VoteWA, http://waocio.force.com/ProjectDetail?id=a06U000000eT6MBIA0 ]  [3:  BPro, Total Vote, Election Software, https://bpro.com/ ]  [4:  Office of the Secretary of State, Preliminary Technology Budget for Elections Modernization Project, http://waocio.force.com/sfc/servlet.shepherd/version/download/0680P000003zKuVQAU?asPdf=false& ] 


The first election after the implementation of same day registration is the upcoming primary election that will occur on August 6, 2019.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  King County Elections, August 2019 Primary, https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/elections/elections/current-elections/august-primary.aspx ] 


On June 10, 2019, the King County Director of Elections, sent an email (Attachment 2) to all councilmembers expressing concern about the implementation of this system. At today’s briefing, Director Wise will discuss how King County Elections is working to implement this system. On July 2, 2019, the Director sent a follow up email with an update on the state elections system, VoteWA. (Attachment 3)

Elections Security

The Office of the Washington State Auditor released a performance audit report (Attachment 4) on King County Elections' IT Security on May 2, 2019.[footnoteRef:6] According to the report, the results of the audit and recommendations were communicated to management of King County Elections. According to the report, because the public distribution of tests performed and test results could increase the risk to Elections, this information is kept confidential under RCW 42.56.420(4) and Generally Accepted Government Auditing Standards, Sections 7.40-43. [6:  Office of the Washington State Auditor, "Performance Audit Opportunities to  Improve King County Elections’ Information Technology Security" https://portal.sao.wa.gov/ReportSearch/Home/ViewReportFile?arn=1023665&isFinding=false&sp=false ] 


Director Wise will update the Committee on Elections Security.

INVITED

1. Julie Wise, Director, Department of Elections
2. Kendall LeVan Hodson, Chief of Staff, Department of Elections 

ATTACHMENTS

1. King County Elections PowerPoint Presentation 
2. June 10, 2019 Email from Elections Director Julie Wise to all County Councilmembers 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]July 2, 2019 Email from Elections Director Julie Wise to all County Councilmembers 
4. State Auditor Performance Audit dated May 2019
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