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2020 Open Space Charter Amendment Update: Public Meetings Summary

The Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) proposed adding properties to the High Value Conservation Property Inventory in four council districts (districts 3, 7, 8, and 9). Therefore, DNRP held five (virtual) public meetings required by Section 4 of Ordinance 16601 as described below:

B. In addition to the public hearing required by Section 897 of the King County
Charter, before such an ordinance is adopted, unless the ordinance is an emergency
ordinance, the county councilor the county executive shall hold a public meeting in the
council district in which the property is located to discuss the removal or addition.

This summary describes the comment period, notifications, public review tools, and public meetings related to the 2020 inventory update. 

Comment Period and Notification
DNRP held a comment period from Sept. 1 through Oct. 15, 2021, which was announced:

· Sept. 1, 2021, in the Unincorporated Area Council (UAC) newsletter at this link (and provided on the reverse): https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WAKING/bulletins/2ef12f9 
· Oct. 9, 2021, via King County Parks’ Facebook page, reminding all followers to comment on the amendment recommendations. 

Public Review Tools and Meetings
Given that in-person meetings due to Covid-19 were significantly restricted, King County Parks developed a new, interactive mapping tool that the public could review electronically at any time. To maximize participation in virtual sessions, Parks requested to brief UACs in relevant districts that were meeting virtually during this time. 

The Open Space Charter Amendment was an agenda topic shared in advance of each meeting below. Briefing details and attendance were as follows:

· Sept. 13, 2021: 7-8 p.m. – Greater Maple Valley UAC, Virtual Meeting (Council District 9) – Ten attendees
· Sept. 14, 2021: 7-9 p.m. – Four Creek UAC, Virtual Meeting (Council Districts 3 and 9) – Twelve attendees
· Sept. 20, 2021: 7-8:30 p.m. – Vashon / Maury Island UAC, Virtual Meeting (Council District 8) – Sixty attendees
· Sept. 28, 2021: 6:30-8 p.m. – Enumclaw Plateau Community Association (Council District 9) – Six attendees
· Oct. 5, 2021: 7-8:30 p.m. – Fall City Community Council, Virtual Meeting (Council District 3) – Thirty attendees

Because some UACs were not meeting virtually during the comment period (or opted not to receive a briefing), Parks shared written information with the following UACs through their respective Department of Local Services liaison:

· Sept. 22, 2021:
· Bear Creek / Sammamish UAC (District 3)
· Green Valley Lake Holms Community Association (Districts 7 and 9)
· Soos Creek Area Response (Districts 7 and 9)

· Sept. 23, 2021:
· Fairwood Area (District 3)
· North Highline UAC (District 8)


UAC Newsletter Notification, Sept. 1, 2022

Natural Resources & Parks
Parks wants your input on protecting our highest-value
green spaces
	[image: Cedar frond]King County Parks is recommending some park properties be added to the High Conservation Value Property Index. Created in 2009 as an amendment to the King County Charter, the index ensures a higher level of protection for certain existing parks in order to conserve important ecological functions and critical natural or scenic resources.
In 2021, King County Parks is proposing to give some 2,400 acres this level of protection, which must be approved by the King County Council. Visit this interactive map to see the proposed parks, and send your comments by Sept. 30 [later extended to Oct. 15, 2021] to OpenSpaceCharter@kingcounty.gov.
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