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SUBJECT

Today’s briefing will provide an update on the January 2016 One Night Count of those who are experiencing homelessness. 

SUMMARY

Each year, the Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH) organizes a county-wide count of people who are unsheltered on one specific night.[footnoteRef:1] The One Night Count indicates level of magnitude trends from year to year in terms of the number of people who are homeless and where in the county they are seeking shelter. [1:  SKCCH contracted with All Home (formerly the Committee to End Homelessness in King County) to conduct the 2016 One Night Count.] 


The 2016 King County One Night Count, which was conducted during the early morning hours of January 29, counted a total of 4,505 people unsheltered.[footnoteRef:2] This count represents an increase from the 3,772 unsheltered people counted in January 2015.  [2:  A full count of the number of people who spent the night of January 29, 2016 in shelter will be available later in the spring.] 


One Night Count Summary, January 2016

	
	TOTAL

	Men
	1,225

	Women
	271

	Gender Unknown
	2,980

	Minor (under 18)
	29

	TOTAL
	4,505



BACKGROUND

Unsheltered Count Totals. The SKCCH has organized a One Night Count each year since 1980. The count is conducted in coordination with All Home (formerly the Committee to End Homelessness in King County) and local governments and human services providers throughout the region, and relies on hundreds of volunteers. Since 2006, the One Night Count has been conducted in late January as a way to gauge the number of people who, even in winter, have no other option but to spend the night unsheltered.

To conduct the count, volunteer teams with trained leaders walk through an assigned geographic area from 2:00 to 5:00 AM on the night of the One Night Count and attempt to count each person they see, or to estimate numbers where people are under blankets or in cars and not easily visible. The volunteers do not wake or engage with those who are homeless, but do their best to record location, gender, and whether or not the person is under 18. Volunteers use a standardized methodology that is the same for all areas of the county.

In the interest of a comprehensive count, and to follow the movement of those who are homeless, the geographic areas included in the count have been expanded over time. For 2016, several new areas were added, including in Issaquah, Des Moines, Tukwila, and Vashon. For safety reasons, volunteers in 2016 did not cover the greenbelt areas under I-5 between S Dearborn and S Lucile Streets. Attachment 1 provides a detailed summary of the 2016 unsheltered count by community and type of location in which the person was counted (such as in a car or truck, under a roadway, or in a park).

[bookmark: _GoBack]Sheltered Count Totals. Each year, the One Night Count total of unsheltered people is combined with a count of individuals and families who spent that same night in emergency shelter or transitional housing. Totals for 2016 will be available later this spring.

Unsheltered and Sheltered Count

	Year
	Unsheltered
	Emergency Shelter & Transitional Housing
	Combined Total

	2008
	2,631
	5,808
	8,439

	2009
	2,827
	6,134
	8,961

	2010
	2,759
	6,178
	8,937

	2011
	2,442
	6,382
	8,824

	2012
	2,594
	6,236
	8,830

	2013
	2,736
	6,326
	9,062

	2014
	3,123
	6,171
	9,294

	2015
	3,772
	6,275
	10,047

	2016
	4,505
	TBD
	TBD





Everyone Counts Survey. Because the One Night Count does not record demographic information about those who are counted, SKCCH organized a follow-up effort during the daytime hours of January 29, 2016, following the early morning One Night Count. The Everyone Counts survey reached out to people at 30 day centers, hygiene centers, and meal programs around the county. The survey collected information from approximately 1,400 people using those facilities. This information will be tabulated and will be available later this spring. 

In addition to this survey, the Homeless Youth and Young Adult Initiative conducted a survey of homeless and unstably housed youth on the evening of January 28, 2016. That survey, called Count Us In, will be presented to the committee when its results are available later this spring. In past years, Count Us In has identified between 775 and 800 homeless or unstably housed youth and young adults.

Other Measures of Homelessness. The One Night Count is not the only way King County measures the problem of homelessness. The Federal Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing (HEARTH) Act of 2009 requires that communities provide information on a broad range of measures about people who use homeless services and, further, that these measures show progress from year to year. All Home uses the countywide Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)[footnoteRef:3] to learn more about people experiencing homelessness and the services they need. Attachment 2 provides an array of data collected by All Home about people served during 2015 in King County. [3:  A Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) is a locally-administered database that collects information about people experiencing homelessness and the services they use. Communities must have an HMIS as a condition of receiving federal and state homeless services funding. King County's HMIS (also formerly called Safe Harbors) is in the process of transitioning from administration and management at the City of Seattle to King County (Motion 14472).] 


· Length of time homeless. One of the HEARTH goals is that people are able to move out of homelessness as quickly as possible. For the purposes of the HEARTH measures, time spent in emergency shelter or time-limited transitional housing is considered homeless, and HEARTH has set a goal that people spend no more than 20 days in emergency shelter or transitional housing before they move to permanent housing. In King County, however, the average stay in emergency shelter or transitional housing was 130 days during the first three quarters of 2015. 

· Racial disparity. In King County as in other communities, people of color are disproportionately likely to become homeless. According to All Home, Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islanders are three times more likely to become homeless; African Americans are five times more likely; and Native Americans/Alaska Natives are seven times more likely.

· Returns to homelessness. Another HEARTH goal is that people who have been assisted to move out of homelessness to permanent housing are able to remain stable in that housing and not return to homelessness. In 2015 (through Q3), a total of 12 percent of those who had exited to permanent housing returned to homelessness. This compares with 16 percent in 2014 and 20 percent in 2013.

LINKS

· Seattle-King County Coalition on Homelessness One Night Count: http://www.homelessinfo.org/what_we_do/one_night_count/ 

· All Home, Homelessness in King County, 2016: https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B3hwQYlJFzPScG9SMGdHb2hRbVU/view?pref=2&pli=1 

INVITED

· Alison Eisinger, Executive Director, Seattle-King County Coalition on Homelessness
· Kira Zylstra, Deputy Director, All Home
· Manuela Ginnett, Housing Director, Multi-Service Center
· Kristy Johnson, Senior Director of Housing Initiatives, King County Housing Authority
· Leslie Miller, Human Services Coordinator, City of Kirkland

ATTACHMENTS

1. One Night Count Summary of the 2016 Unsheltered Homeless Count in Selected Areas of King County
2. Homelessness in King County: Who, Why and What Can I Do? All Home, January 2016
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