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COMMITTEE ACTION

	
Proposed Substitute Motion 2015-0446.2, which would declare that it is County policy to protect and conserve land and water resources and direct the Executive to prepare a plan to do that, passed out of committee on November 3, 2015, with a “Do Pass” recommendation. The motion was amended in committee to indicate that the work plan transmitted by the Executive should include information on the budget needed to “acquire and maintain” land and water resources.
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SUBJECT

Proposed Motion 2015-0446 would declare that it is County policy to protect and conserve land and water resources and would direct the Executive to develop and transmit a work plan for implementing a program to protect and conserve these resources.

SUMMARY

Over the last 50 years, King County’s residents and elected leaders have taken a number of steps to identify, protect, and conserve the county’s land and water resources. These efforts include the 1968 Forward Thrust initiative, which funded preservation of 4,000 acres of park lands and 53 miles of waterfront and riparian corridors; the 1982 Conservation Futures Tax, which has preserved more than 100,000 acres of resource lands and farmlands; the 1989 Open Space Bond measure; the parks and open space levies in 2003, 2007, and 2013; and the November 2009 voter-approved Open Space Protection Amendment that provides additional protection for County-owned open space properties.

The proposed motion would declare that it is County policy to ensure that King County remains one of the greenest metropolitan areas in the world by protecting and conserving land and water resources. It would ask the Executive to develop a work plan for implementing a preservation and conservation program to identify, protect, and conserve water and land resources, including farmland and forest lands, ecological lands, river and stream corridors, trail corridors, and historic resources on farmlands. This plan would be developed through a collaborative regional process with stakeholders and would be transmitted to the Council by March 30, 2016.

BACKGROUND 

As the proposed 2015 Strategic Climate Action Plan notes, “King County has taken significant action to protect forest and agricultural land and to practice and encourage careful stewardship. To date, more than 200,000 acres of large acreage private forest land has been protected through acquisition of conservation easements and development rights, 161,000 acres of small acreage private forest and farmland have been protected through tax incentives and implementation of stewardship plans, and 14,000 acres of farmland have been protected through the Farmland Preservation Program.”[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Proposed 2015 Strategic Climate Action Plan (PO 2015-0252.2), as passed out of committee, page 89.] 


The proposed motion notes that continuing to protect and conserve land and water resources will “enhance our quality of life, strengthen our region’s economy, enhance biodiversity, provide recreational opportunities and promote sustainable forestry and farming and locally grown food.” 

The proposed motion seeks to realize these goals and build on the County’s long history of stewardship by asking the Executive to develop a work plan for implementing a preservation and conservation program to identify, protect, and conserve water and land resources, including farmland and forest lands, ecological lands, river and stream corridors, trail corridors, and historic resources on farmlands. This plan would be developed through a collaborative regional process with stakeholders and would be transmitted to the Council by March 30, 2016. 

The plan would include:

· Criteria for prioritizing high conservation value resources for protection;
· A budget estimate to preserve the identified properties;
· Recommended funding strategies;
· A proposal for outreach and education;
· A timeline for implementation; and
· The legislation necessary to implement the program.

ANALYSIS

The proposed motion is consistent with existing County policy, and in particular with policies in the 2015 Strategic Climate Action Plan and the 2012 King County Comprehensive Plan.

2015 Strategic Climate Action Plan (SCAP). The SCAP as proposed (Proposed Motion 2015-0252) includes the following protection and conservation strategies in Goal Area 5: Forests and Agriculture:

· Protect Agriculture and Forest Lands. Strategy B: Protect and conserve remaining high-priority forest, agriculture, and other open space lands through strategies such as transfer of development rights to urban areas, purchase of development rights, conservation easements, and covenants, consistent with any policies adopted in the 2016 Comprehensive Plan.

· Measure 1: Privately-owned rural acreage that has stewardship plans or is enrolled in Open Space (RCW 84.34) and Forest Land (RCW 84.33)-designated current use taxation incentive programs.
· Target 1: 500 additional acres per year of privately owned rural acreage that has stewardship plans or is enrolled in current use taxation incentive programs.

· Measure 2: Privately-owned forest lands permanent conserved through easements that remove the development rights.
· Target 2: Permanently protect and conserve remaining unprotected high-priority forest, agriculture, and other open space lands within 30 years. A specific target will be developed in close coordinate with the Council and consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and anticipated 2016 updates.

King County Comprehensive Plan. The Council will review the Comprehensive Plan during 2016. The latest adopted Comprehensive Plan from 2012[footnoteRef:2] includes the following policies related to preservation and conservation of resource lands: [2:  Ordinance 17687] 


R-206: The conservation of forest land and forestry throughout the Rural Area shall remain a priority for King County.  Landowner property tax incentives, technical assistance, permit assistance, regulatory actions and community-based education shall be used throughout the Rural Area to sustain the forest land base and forestry activities.  King County should ensure that its regulations, permitting processes and incentive programs facilitate and encourage active forest management and implementation of forest stewardship plans.

R-609: King County should expand access to property tax incentive programs to encourage landowners to continue practicing farming and forestry and to help ensure retention of the resource land base.  These programs should be publicized and marketed.

If the proposed motion is adopted, the Council would have the opportunity to review the Executive’s work plan and determine steps for future action.
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