[image: KClogo_v_b_m2]

Metropolitan King County Council
Local Services and Land Use Committee

STAFF REPORT
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	5
	Name:
	Sherrie Hsu

	Proposed No.:
	2023-0405
	Date:
	November 28, 2023




SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2023-0405 would change the name of the Highlands Sewer District to the Highlands Utility District, reflecting a name change made by the District’s Board of Commissioners by resolution.

SUMMARY

The Highlands Sewer District provides sewer and water service in The Highlands area in the City of Shoreline. State law[footnoteRef:1] allows local utility districts to change their name provided that the district’s Board of Commissioners adopts the name change by resolution and the name change is approved by the county legislative authority. Under state law, the name change does not release a district from any prior obligations under the original name, and all existing obligations and contracts of the district entered under its former name shall remain unchanged.   [1:  RCW 57.04.065] 


The Highlands Sewer District Board of Commissioners adopted Resolution No. 2023.08 on July 26, 2023, changing the name to the Highlands Utility District.[footnoteRef:2] The District’s resolution notes that the name change is sought "to avoid the potential confusion that the District provides only sewer service and to better reflect its current scope of services."  [2:  Attachment 2 to the staff report.] 


Proposed Ordinance 2023-0405 would provide the County Council’s approval of the name change. 

BACKGROUND 

Highlands Sewer District. The Highlands Sewer District provides sewer and water service to approximately 110 customers in The Highlands, a gated community incorporated in 1907 located in the City of Shoreline in King County in King County Council District 1. 

The Highlands Community Facilities Association (HCFA) owns certain water facilities and stormwater facilities within the boundaries of the District, and the acquisition and construction were financed with bonds issued by HCFA on behalf of the District. The District will become the owner of the HCFA facilities when the bonds are paid off, which is anticipated by 2029. The District has entered into a series of utility facility acquisition agreements with The Highlands, and it now owns, maintains, and operates a sanitary sewage collection and transmission; a storm and surface water drainage, collection, and transmission system; and domestic water distribution system. 

Name Change Request. Under RCW 57.04.065, local utility districts may apply to change their names “by filing with the county legislative authority in which was filed the original petition for organization of the district, a certified copy of a resolution of its board of commissioners adopted by majority vote of all of the members of that board at a regular meeting thereof providing for such change of name.” 

In accordance with RCW 57.04.065, The Highlands Sewer District Board of Commissioners filed a certified copy of Resolution No. 2023.08[footnoteRef:3] with the King County Council on October 24, 2023. The District’s resolution notes that the name change is sought "to avoid the potential confusion that the District provides only sewer service and to better reflect its current scope of services." The District seeks for the name change to become effective after its adoption. [3:  Attachment 3 to this staff report] 


ANALYSIS

The proposed name change complies with the terms of RCW 57.04.065. Proposed Ordinance 2023-0405 would provide the County Council’s approval of the name change as resolved by the District’s Board of Commissioners through Resolution No. 2023.08.

Under RCW 57.04.065, the name change does not release the District from any prior obligations under the original name and that all existing obligations and contracts of the district entered under its former name shall remain unchanged. 

		 
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2023-0405
2. Highlands Sewer District Email to Council Chair and Council Clerk
3. Highlands Sewer District Resolution 2023.08
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