Attachment B


King County Urban and Community Forestry Program
Water and Land Resources Division

King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks

The Urban and Community Forestry Program seeks to improve watershed health at the neighborhood level while teaching forest stewardship to youth.  The expansion of residential and commercial land uses has affected the health of watersheds on a variety of scales by removing forests, increasing the levels of pollutants entering waterways and damaging salmon and wildlife habitats.  Despite the importance of forests to King County, forest management is not well understood by much of the general public. And, with 80% of our population residing in urban areas, many children lack access to forested environments and growing up without a connection to the land.  
Urban and community forestry fosters a sense of forest stewardship among youth, helping them learn more about natural resources and their management.  We offer grants for projects that provide youth with habitat restoration experience and forest management know-how.  By directly involving young people in improving natural resources in their own communities we help them gain a better understanding of the function and importance of forests in watersheds throughout King County.  
The Title III-funded Urban and Community Forestry Program serves both rural and urban areas and supports youth education and training in forest management, forest habitat restoration and forest ecology.  We partner with other agencies through King County’s Natural Resource Stewardship Network to provide technical assistance to those who need training or consultation to successfully complete their projects.  Among the many projects funded in prior years are:

· Inner city youth gained job skills and planted over 300 native trees and plants at White Center’s Lakewood Park as part of the New Start Re-Entry School Program’s science curriculum; 
· Youth experienced sustainable forest management in Vashon’s Island Center Forest and learned a full range of low impact forest management skills.  Participants observed operations on the Vashon Stewards’ mill yard, which produces lumber from locally grown trees sustainably harvested as part of forest stewardship activities; 
· The Denny Creek Neighborhood Alliance engaged students and volunteers to replace dying Douglas fir tees in the Juanita Woodlands with 200 disease-resistant western red cedars; and

· The Student -Teen Employment Preparation (STEP) Program provided inner city youth with education, job skills and career development training by engaging them in urban forestry activities in Seward and Colman parks.
Urban and Community Forestry projects are evaluated for effectiveness and are required to monitor and maintain project sites for three years.  Periodic site visits ensure high quality project implementation and aftercare for habitat restorations.
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