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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0250 would authorize the Executive to enter into an agreement with the Eastside Transportation Partnership (ETP), committing to its continuation and King County staff support through 2021.

SUMMARY

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0250 would approve an interlocal agreement for the third of three area transportation forums that were established in the 1990s to provide input to King County Metro Transit, Sound Transit, and other transportation providers. 

Agreements for the other two forums, the SeaShore Transportation Forum and the South County Area Transportation Board (SCATBd), were approved late last year through Ordinance 18642.

However, the agreement for the ETP was held back and was not included in Ordinance 18642, as the ETP was working to revise its operating procedure to replace two non-voting transportation advocacy group members with business representatives that make contributions to funding of transportation infrastructure, contributions to a community facilities district or contributions to commute trip reduction requirements.  

Those changes to the operating procedures were adopted by the Eastside Transportation Partnership at its February 2018 meeting. 

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0250 would authorize approval of the agreement for the ETP. It is the same as the agreement that was approved in 2013 via Ordinance 17722 for the period from 2014 through 2017.[footnoteRef:1] The proposed agreement would be similar to and consistent with those adopted by Ordinance 18642 for the other two transportation forums. [1:  The changes made to the operating procedures are covered in Section 2.3.a of the agreement and therefore do not require further changes to the agreement itself.] 



BACKGROUND 

The ETP was officially formed in 1991, SCATBd in 1992, and SeaShore in 1995. Each group shares information about local and regional transportation issues at monthly meetings and provides input to the King County Metro Transit Division, Sound Transit, and other transportation agencies. Members pay nominal dues. As designated lead agency, the County provides staff support and is exempt from paying dues. The County Executive and two Councilmembers may serve on each Board; the designated member can designate an alternate who can vote in the member’s absence.

Prior to enactment of the current Strategic Plan for Public Transportation 2011-2021 and King County Metro Service Guidelines, Metro Transit bus service was allocated by subarea. As initially constituted, the ETP, SeaShore, and SCATBd agreements represented the subareas and provided the County with geographic-focused input on Metro Transit policy.

Reflecting the County transition from Metro Transit subareas to a service framework relying on corridors connecting Transit Activity Centers, the agreements were revised in 2013[footnoteRef:2] to refer in general terms to the area of the County it covers, and to avoid the term subarea. [2:  Ordinance 17722] 


Members of each forum and their number of voting representatives are:

	SeaShore
	ETP
	SCATb

	Lake Forest Park: 2
Seattle: 2
Shoreline: 2
King County: 3
	Bellevue: 2
Bothell: 2
Issaquah: 2
Kenmore: 2
Kirkland: 2
Mercer Island: 2
Newcastle: 2
Redmond: 2
Renton: 2
Sammamish: 2
Woodinville: 2
Small Cities: 2[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Small Cities share 2 representatives: Beaux Arts, Clyde Hill, Hunts Point, Medina, Yarrow Point] 

Snoqualmie Valley Cities: 2[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Snoqualmie Valley Cities share 2 representatives: Carnation, Duvall, North Bend, Snoqualmie] 

King County: 3
	Algona: 1
Auburn: 1
Black Diamond: 1
Burien: 1
Covington: 1
Des Moines: 1
Enumclaw: 1
Kent: 1
Maple Valley: 1
Milton: 1
Normandy Park: 1
Pacific: 1
Renton: 1
SeaTac: 1
Tukwila: 1
Muckleshoot Tribe: 1
King County: 3



The designated representatives from King County and the cities are members with full voting rights.  These members can vote on:

1. Administrative issues, such as additional members and use of dues. 
2. Recommendations to Sound Transit on policies and capital and service plans and implementation.
3. Recommendations to King County on Metro Transit planning, development and implementation of products and services. 
4. Identification of projects for the regional competition, if prescribed by the process approved by the King County caucus of the Transportation Policy Board.
5. Recommendations to WSDOT on policies, programs and projects.
6. Recommendations to the PSRC on plans, policies, programs, and projects such as Transportation 2040 updates and regional funding policies, strategies or programs.
7. Input to the State Legislature and committees and commissions established by the Legislature on transportation policy, budget and priorities and legislative proposals and studies.
8. Recommendations to the federal delegation on federal legislation including reauthorization and funding priorities and other transportation-related programs.

By unanimous vote, the members with full voting rights can approve members with partial voting rights and non-voting members. The topics that partial voting members can vote on would be defined by the full voting members and could include:

1. Recommendations to WSDOT on policies, programs and projects.
2. Recommendations to the PSRC on plans, policies, programs and projects, such as Transportation 2040 updates and regional funding policies, strategies or programs.
3. Input to the State Legislature and committees and commissions established by the Legislature on transportation policy, budget and priorities and legislative proposals and studies.
4. Recommendations to the federal delegation on federal legislation including reauthorization and funding priorities and other transportation-related programs.

The King County Department of Transportation continues to serve as the designated lead agency for each forum. King County is not required to pay dues but takes full responsibility for the costs of staff support, subject to appropriations. If King County finds itself unable to support the staff costs and other parties did not want to modify the respective agreement, King County would have the option of withdrawing its membership.

Updated agreements for SCATBd and SeaShore were approved in late 2017 through Ordinance 18642. However, the agreement for the ETP was held back and was not included in Ordinance 18642, as that organization was working to revise its operating procedure to replace two non-voting transportation advocacy group members with business representatives that make contributions to funding of transportation infrastructure, contributions to a community facilities district or contributions to commute trip reduction requirements.  

Those changes to the operating procedures were adopted by the Eastside Transportation Partnership at its February 2018 meeting. 

Proposed Ordinance 2018-0250 would authorize approval of the agreement for the ETP. It is the same as the agreement that was approved in 2013 via Ordinance 17722 for the period from 2014 through 2017.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  The changes made to the operating procedures are covered in Section 2.3.a of the agreement and therefore do not require further changes to the agreement itself.] 


ANALYSIS

The ETP is one of three area transportation boards. These organizations provide forums for the County, cities, and other agencies to discuss transportation issues and build consensus. Agreements for the SCATBd and SeaShore were approved in 2017 via Ordinance 18642. Proposed Ordinance 2018-0250 would authorize an agreement with the third organization, the ETP, following the ETP’s update to its operating procedure.

The proposed agreement, which is unchanged from the agreement that has been in effect since 2013, accurately describes the board’s responsibilities with respect to King County Metro Transit policies and services. Recommendations to the King County government are not binding and the County has the option to withdraw from the forum at its own discretion.

The fiscal note transmitted with Ordinance 18642 noted net revenues of $9,800 in dues for each biennium are expected to offset staffing costs.

LINKS

· Eastside Transportation Partners: http://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/transportation/planning/transportation-boards/eastside.aspx 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Ordinance 2018-0250 and its attachment

INVITED

· Chris Arkills, Government Relations Manager, Department of Transportation
· Susan Oxholm, Grants Administrator, Department of Transportation
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