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Metropolitan King County Council

STAFF REPORT

	Proposed No.:
	2026-0155
	Name:
	Sam Porter



SUBJECT

A proposed motion directing the Council Chair to submit the Washington State Department of Health's County/City Legislative Authority Consultation Form in support of a proposed opioid treatment program facility operated by Therapeutic Health Services in Kent.

SUMMARY

Proposed Motion 2026-0155 would direct the Council Chair to submit to the Washington State Department of Health a completed County/City Legislative Authority Consultation Form ("Form"), included as Attachment A to the proposed motion, in support of a proposed opioid treatment program facility operated by Therapeutic Health Services at 24823 Pacific Highway South, Kent, Washington, in Council District 5.

BACKGROUND 

Therapeutic Health Services. Therapeutic Health Services (THS) is a behavioral health treatment organization, operating in King County since 1972, that provides services for mental health and substance use disorders. THS operates nine branches throughout the Puget Sound, primarily in King County. In 2024, Public Health–Seattle & King County and the Behavioral Health and Recovery Division within King County's Department of Community and Human Services (DCHS) provided a letter of support for the expansion of THS' Kent facility to include Opioid Treatment Program (OTP). THS has operated the Kent location since 2010, providing both substance use disorder and behavioral health treatment programs, including those supporting King County's Drug Court.

According to Executive staff, fentanyl related overdose deaths continue to rise in South King County, while existing OTP providers offering Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) and Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD) have limited capacity to meet growing demand. Adding OTP services in Kent would provide additional access for South King County neighborhoods and expand treatment availability in Kent, Des Moines, Auburn, and Federal Way. 

RCW and WAC Provisions.  Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 71.24.590 and Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 246-341 outline the review process for OTP applications. As part of the application process, DOH is required by RCW 71.24.590(1)(a)(b) to consult with the county and city legislative authorities in the area in which an applicant proposes to locate a program. 

ANALYSIS

Proposed Motion 2026-0155 would direct the Council Chair to submit the form in Attachment A to the Washington State Department of Health in support of THS' Opioid Treatment Program (OTP) in Kent. This would be the sixth licensed OTP Medication-Assisted Treatment/Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MAT and MOUD) program operated by Therapeutic Health Services in the region (5 in King County, 1 in Snohomish County). MAT and MOUD refer to treatment that combines FDA-approved medications like methadone, buprenorphine, or naltrexone, with counseling and behavioral therapies.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  THS What are MAT and MOUD? https://ths-wa.org/substance-use-treatment/opioid-use-treatment/ ] 


THS submitted an application to expand OTP services at their Kent location to the Washington State Department of Health (DOH). As a result, the State DOH is conducting a review of the proposed OTP application as specified in RCW and WAC. The application includes a Community Relations Plan and letters of support that appear in Attachment 2 of this staff report. The letters of support are from DCHS and Public Health—Seattle & King County (PHSKC), King County Drug Diversion Court Services, the Mayor of Kent, and the Low Income Housing Institute. According to the pre-licensure community relations plan, THS has engaged with the Kent Mayor, DCHS, PHSKC, and notified all tribes with the intent to expand as part of Washington State Department of Commerce Grant Pre-Contracting Package. THS also conducted outreach to the surrounding businesses including in-person visits and mailed notices. Executive staff indicate that this outreach resulted in no major concerns being raised.

To comply with RCW 71.25.590(1)(a)(b), DOH sent an email to the King County Council on May 18, 2026, with a consultation form for the proposed THS OTP.  The email requested a response within 14 days. On June 4, 2026, Council staff requested an extension, which the DOH approved, until July 8, 2026. 

Staff in the DCHS Behavioral Health and Recovery Division (BHRD) completed the Form and indicated in the Form that, "King County supports expanding access to Opioid Treatment Programs (OTP) in South King County, including Therapeutic Health Services’ (THS) proposed OTP expansion in Kent. A critical component of an evidence‑based strategy to address the fentanyl crisis is ensuring easily accessible OTP services across all regions of King County, and this new location would significantly improve access for South King County communities west of I‑5. Rising fentanyl‑related overdose deaths and limited capacity among existing MAT/MOUD providers underscore the urgency of this expansion." 

The Form includes a question about zoning and land use. DCHS staff stated that the responsibility for zoning authority rests with the City of Kent and that THS has engaged with the City of Kent. In order to confirm this issue is resolved, DCHS/BHRD staff reached out to THS and the City of Kent to request documentation of the conditional use permit for the Kent THS location. THS staff stated that the City of Kent successfully rezoned the area to be inclusive of opioid treatment programs so THS does not need to obtain a conditional use permit. Executive staff reached out to the Kent Mayor's Office to confirm this but has not heard back at the time of publishing this staff report.

TIMING 
Based on the updated DOH deadline of July 8, 2026, the Council would need to act on the proposed motion no later than the July 7 Full Council meeting, or would need to request another extension from DOH.

ATTACHMENTS

1. Proposed Motion 2026-0155 (and its attachment)
2. Community Relations Plan and Letters of Support Attachment
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