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SUBJECT
A motion requesting the Executive consider specific climate action activities and policies for inclusion into the 2015 King County Strategic Climate Action Plan (SCAP).
SUMMARY
The Transportation, Economy, and Environment Committee was briefed on this motion on April 7, 2015 and April 21, 2015. Members discussed the possibility of amending the motion and held the item until the next committee meeting. Amendments may be offered in committee on April 29, 2015.
The 2015 update of the SCAP is due to be transmitted to the King County Council by June 29, 2015 (Ordinance 17270). Proposed Motion 2015-0111 would request the Executive consider for inclusion in the 2015 SCAP, twenty-five climate action activities and policies selected from climate action plans of other jurisdictions.
BACKGROUND
Ordinance 17270 requiring the Strategic Climate Action Plan

Recognizing the consensus among the world's leading scientists that human sources of climate pollution are causing severe climate changes, and that the impacts related to climate change are a significant environmental challenge, the King County Council passed Ordinance 17270 on February 27, 2012. Ordinance 17270 required development of a SCAP for King County by June 29, 2012, and added a new chapter to King County Code Title 18 related to development of the SCAP. Ordinance 17270 also requires the Executive to transmit an update to the SCAP by June 29, 2015, for adoption by motion.
2012 Strategic Climate Action Plan

The 2012 SCAP focused on county operations and activities that the county can influence through its direct operations. It integrated and refined current policies, plans, interlocal collaborations, and performance measures.

The 2012 SCAP included the following elements required by Ordinance 17270:  

· the identification of specific objectives, strategies and priority actions for reducing emissions and addressing the impacts of climate change; 

· functionally related strategies, program activities, and targets from the 2010 Energy Plan adopted by Motion 13368;

· performance measures and related targets for operational emissions and other priority strategies;

· review of other climate plans and incorporation of relevant strategies into this plan, including identification of any opportunities for partnerships with cities; and 

· incorporation of relevant strategies, activities and performance targets identified as part of the King County Strategic Plan 2010-2014.
The 2012 SCAP contained the following goal areas:

· Goal Area 1: Transportation and Land Use
· Goal Area 2: Energy

· Goal Area 3: Forests and Agriculture
· Goal Area 4: Consumption and Materials Management
· Goal Area 5: Preparing for Climate Change Impacts
The 2012 SCAP was adopted by the Council through passage of Motion 13777 on December 3, 2012. 
2015 Update of SCAP
The Executive is currently drafting the 2015 update to the SCAP required by Ordinance 17270. According to Executive staff, the update is expected to utilize the framework of the 2012 SCAP, retaining the major goal areas and adding a green building chapter. It is also expected to reflect the findings of the 2014 Performance Audit of the King County 2012 Strategic Climate Action Plan, better quantifying the greenhouse gas benefits of climate strategies, assessing the linkage between climate actions and goals, and providing data about the cost effectiveness of climate actions.
The Executive is proposing to carry out a public and stakeholder engagement process on the 2015 SCAP update in March and April 2015. Ordinance 17270 requires that the 2015 update be transmitted to Council by June 29, 2015. 

ANALYSIS
Proposed Motion 2015-0111 

This proposed motion would request the Executive consider specific climate action activities and policies when updating the 2015 SCAP. The Executive would be requested to include the activities and policies all or in part in the 2015 SCAP. For those activities or policies that the Executive considers reasonable for inclusion in part or not reasonable for inclusion in the plan, an explanation is requested to be included in the appendix of the 2015 SCAP.

The activities and policies for consideration were selected from the climate action plans of other jurisdictions identified as potential resources in the 2014 Performance Audit of the King County 2012 Strategic Climate Action Plan. The motion includes twenty-five specific climate actions and policies in the areas of buildings, transportation, human health, economic development in the community, public outreach and involvement in plan development, and overall policy.

Ordinance 17270 requirements

Ordinance 17270 requires that SCAP updates, in addition to including the original requirements of the 2012 SCAP focused on county operations and activities that the county can influence through its direct operations, should also identify community-level actions the county can implement to reduce climate pollution and prepare for the impacts of climate change. Considering selected climate-related activities and policies from other jurisdictions would support to the requirements of Ordinance 17270 related to identification of strategies for reducing climate emissions and impacts in county operations and activities and at the community-level.
2014 Audit identified areas for improvement
The 2014 Performance Audit of the King County 2012 Strategic Climate Action Plan found that while King County has been a national leader in local climate change policy, the County will likely not be able to reach its ambitious greenhouse gas emission reduction goals unless the climate program is strengthened.
The Audit found that because King County was one of the first to produce a county-level climate action plan in the United States, there were limited examples to pull from similar jurisdictions. Since 2012, a number of jurisdictions, including many county-level jurisdictions, have adopted climate action plans that King County could use to benchmark and improve the SCAP. The Audit contained Appendix I, a resource guide of selected jurisdictions with climate action plans that could inform King County’s work on the 2015 SCAP update. Proposed Motion 2015-0111 includes climate-related activities and policies from the selected jurisdictions identified in the Audit.
Prior Committee Discussion
The Transportation, Economy, and Environment Committee was briefed on this Proposed Motion at the April 7, 2015, and April 21, 2015, committee meetings. Members discussed the possibility of amending the motion and held the item until the next committee meeting. 
AMENDMENTS

Committee members directed staff to prepare several amendments. 
Amendment 1A (Dembowski) requests the Executive include a goal and a proposed timeline in the 2015 Strategic Climate Action Plan for eliminating coal power from the county's operational energy portfolio. 
Amendment 1B (Dembowski) deletes the following lines from Attachment A: 
· Require energy efficiency upgrades of a building at time of sale. (City of Boston)

· Require rental housing to meet energy efficiency standards by 2019. (City of Boulder.)
Amendment 2 (Hague) removes the request from Attachment A to consider requiring energy efficiency upgrades of a building at time of sale.
Striking Amendment S1 (Lambert) would remove Attachment A and instead request that as part of the 2015 SCAP update the Executive:
· Identify the five largest sources of climate emissions in King County. 

· Discuss activities King County departments are doing to reduce emissions from those sources. 

· Recommend actions for further addressing emissions from the five largest sources of climate emissions.

INVITED

1. Megan Smith, Environmental Policy Advisor, King County Executive's Office

2. Matt Kuharic, Climate Change Program Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources & Parks

3. Frana Milan, Climate & Energy Project Coordinator, Department of Natural Resources & Parks
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Motion 2015-0111 with attachment
2. Amendment 1A

3. Amendment 1B with attachment
4. Red-line version of Attachment A to Amendment 1B

5. Amendment 2 with attachment
6. Red-line version of Attachment A to Amendment 2

7. Amendment S1
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