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King County




Metropolitan King County Council
REGIONAL TRANSIT COMMITTEE
STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:          9       
DATE:  
  February 15, 2012   
BRIEFING NO.     2012-B0002  
PREPARED BY:    Paul Carlson_  
SUBJECT: Selection of the Regional Transit Committee Vice-Chair for 2012.
SUMMARY: This agenda item allows the Committee members who are not County Councilmembers an opportunity to select the Vice-Chair for 2012, as provided in the King County Charter. 
BACKGROUND

The following background on the Vice-Chair selection is largely taken from a 2009 memorandum that Beth Mountsier and Arthur Thornbury prepared following approval of the Charter amendment related to regional committees.  That memorandum was prepared in consultation with Jim Brewer, the Legal Counsel to the Metropolitan King County Council.
The Charter says: “The vice-chair shall be appointed by majority vote of those committee members who are not county councilmembers, in accordance with voting rights that are apportioned as provided in this section.”   Mr. Brewer has advised that the vote needs to occur in a committee meeting.   The vote need not be by written motion but can be handled as an oral motion.  That is, the item would be listed on the committee’s agenda, and at that point in the agenda an oral motion to elect a vice-chair may be made by any of the members who are not county councilmembers. A roll call or voice vote would be taken on the motion.  With the voting structure in place, a minimum of 3.5 votes would be needed to elect a vice-chair.  The Clerk of the Council suggests that if there are several nominees, consecutive votes could be taken until a majority of the eligible members vote for a nominee.

 

Individual caucuses are encouraged to discuss their nominees and potentially confer with other caucuses.  However, Mr. Brewer has cautioned against violating the open meetings act – whether by advance agreement by a majority of non-county members, or by a personal or telephonic discussion or exchange of emails among a majority of such members, or by conducting any electronic voting for a vice-chair prior to the committee meeting.
Council Rules regarding Regional Committee Chair and Vice-Chair
Here for reference is the portion of Council Rule 7 defining the roles of the chair and vice-chair.  (K.C.C. 1.24.065.B.3-5.) 
  3.  Powers and duties of the chair.  The chair of the committee has the following powers and duties:


    a.  The chair shall:


      (1)  call the committee to order at the hour appointed for meeting and, if a quorum is present, shall cause the minutes of the previous meeting to be approved;


      (2)  proceed with the order of business; and


      (3)  adjourn the committee upon a motion to adjourn approved by a majority of members present;


    b.  The chair shall preserve order and decorum and in the interest of efficiency may impose time and subject matter limits for testimony and comment given by the public and members of the committee;


    c.  The chair shall promote efficient operation of the committee.  The chair's act of adding to, removing from or taking out of order an item on a distributed and posted agenda may be appealed to the full body by members whose cumulative voting power is at least two votes.  The chair shall discourage activities that are dilatory or disruptive.  The chair shall endeavor to facilitate the will of the majority of members present at all times;


    d.  The chair may speak to points of order, inquiry or information in preference to other members.  Upon a ruling of the chair on a point of order, the chair shall allow any members whose cumulative voting power is at least two votes to immediately request that the decision be placed before the body.  If a majority of votes present agrees to the ruling of the chair, the business of the committee must proceed without further debate.  If a majority of the votes present does not support the ruling of the chair, the chair shall immediately allow a procedural motion to dispense with the issue in question, proceeding until a decision of the committee is secured and the business of the committee is allowed to proceed; and


    e.  The chair shall provide copies to all committee members of all official communications and requests for committee action addressed to the chair.


  4.  Powers and duties of the vice-chair.


    a.  There shall be one vice-chair of each committee.


    b.  At committee meetings, the vice-chair shall exercise the duties, powers and prerogatives of the committee chair in the chair's absence.


  5.  Chair actions, vice-chair consultation.


    a.  The chair shall consult with the vice-chair in:


      (1)  developing a draft work program for consideration by the full committee;


      (2)  setting a schedule for carrying out the committee's work program; and


      (3)  cancelling or changing the date, time or place of committee meeting.


    b.  If the vice-chair disagrees with a chair's proposed decision regarding the matters under subsection B.5.a. of this rule, the chair shall not take unilateral action and shall refer the matters to the full committee.
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