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SUBJECT: An ordinance authorizing the granting of a guideway easement to the Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority, in council district five.  

SUMMARY:  In order to establish a corridor in which to construct its Link Light Rail line, Sound Transit requires easements over several slivers of county-owned land adjacent to the Transit Division’s South Bus Base in Tukwila. Sound Transit will pay $34,864 for the easements which will have no effect upon current or planned activity at the bus base.
BACKGROUND:  King County Code 4.56.115 grants authority to the Executive to grant easements following review by the Facilities Management Division and the affected department, in this case the King County Department of Transportation. The code requires a finding that the easement “will not interfere with or hinder the use of the property by the custodial department or agency.” All permanent easements are subject to Council approval, except utility easements valued at less than $30,000. 
The proposed easements are for access to the area beneath the elevated light rail quideway (illustrations attached) which will be a minimum of 16½ feet above grade. In granting easements in perpetuity the County would be relinquishing the right to do anything within those areas that would interfere with Sound Transit’s ability to access its overhead guideway.  Site maps (attached) show that the three easement parcels, which total less than 5,000 square feet, are outside the fence of the bus base and abut the right-of-way of SR 509.
ATTACHMENTS:
1. Proposed Ordinance 2004-0327, with Attachment A
2. Executive Letter of Transmittal, dated June 8, 2004
3. Fiscal Note
4. Illustrations: aerial guideway; aerial photo of South Base; and South Base site plan with proposed easements
ATTENDING:

George Mitacek, Engineer, Design and Construction Section, Transit Division

Gerrie Jackson, Real Property Agent, Design and Construction Section
Leonard McGhee, Segment Manager, Link Light Rail, Sound Transit
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