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February 16, 2017
The Honorable Joe McDermott
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember McDermott,
This letter transmits an ordinance that will enable King County to support expanded immigrant and refugee education, advocacy and protections in 2017.  The proposed funding supports four major areas:

· Resources and information: Provides for central coordination, development of tools and toolkits, and sharing of information and communication; for rapid response for immigrant and refugees related to threats such as attacks and raids; and for tracking of hate and bias crimes and protecting the human rights of King County residents through advocacy and action.
· Empowerment, advocacy, and democracy: Through a streamlined, transparent, and competitive process, fund community-based partners protecting civil and legal rights of King County residents through education (e.g., know your rights) and advocacy, especially to vulnerable residents and those at risk of deportation.   

· Legal defense fund: Support residents eligible for naturalization to gain citizenship, and support for those with no resources and in need of legal representation in detention.   
· Support local and regional governments:  Work with and support cities in King County and other local counties to enact legislation and establish safeguards to protect undocumented immigrants and refugees.
These activities support immigrants and refugees and reflect the goals of the King County Equity and Social Justice 2016-2022 Strategic Plan and align with the King County Strategic Plan. These activities also build on and support the work and recommendations of the recent Immigrant and Refugee Task Force that was convened by the Executive and Council.
Thank you for your consideration of this ordinance. This important legislation will help King County expand critical immigrant and refugee services.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget, at 206-263-9687.
Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Chief of Staff




  Melani Pedroza, Acting Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office
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