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SUBJECT
Proposed Ordinance 2011-0352 would approve the City of Pacific’s 2010 General Sewer Plan Update (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY
Council approval of wastewater utility comprehensive plans is required by King County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  

BACKGROUND
King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria
King County Code chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all wastewater system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:

· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand,
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage,
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of King County Code chapter 13.24, the County's approval of a plan also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that a plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF PACIFIC’s 2010 GENERAL SEWER PLAN UPDATE 
The UTRC reviewed the Plan in May 2011, and found it to meet the requirements of King County Code chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan as reviewed by the UTRC are outlined below: 

Service Area - The service area described in the Plan includes most areas within the city limits of the City of Pacific.  The City of Pacific straddles the border between Pierce County and King County.  It is bordered by Algona to the north, Sumner to the south, Auburn to the east/northeast, and Edgewood and unincorporated King County to the west.  Highway 167 runs along parts of its western boundary.  The City of Pacific provides sewer service to approximately 1,432 residential connections, and 236 multifamily/commercial connections 

Facilities - The City's sewer system contains approximately 20 miles of gravity sewer pipe and 1.4 miles of 4-inch force main.  The system also includes four pump stations.  The wastewater collected in the City is pumped or conveyed by gravity to the Pacific Pump Station.  King County conveys wastewater from the Pacific Pump Station to the South Treatment Plan in Renton. 

Growth - The plan indicates that the City of Pacific intends to provide sewer service to areas within its Urban Growth Area boundary, which includes West Hill and several areas of unincorporated Pierce and King Counties.  These include the Butte Avenue area, 29 acres located between the City’s current service area and the White River, bounded to the north by the county line Road and to the south by Stewart Road.  The Butte Avenue area includes five residential and mixed-use properties fronting Butte Avenue.  Also in unincorporated Pierce County, within the City’s UGA but not currently served, is West Valley, located between SR 167 and the West Valley Highway extending south from the intersection at Stewart Road to 16th Street East.    The City of Pacific also anticipates serving the West Hill area, primarily composed of large residential lots and wooded open space.

System Improvements - The Plan identifies CIP projects addressing pump station improvements, such as providing an auxiliary power generator for supplementary power for the pump stations, and upgrading electrical systems at the pump stations. Additionally, 80 manholes constructed in the year 2000 will be re-grouted or sealed. A flushing and inspection program will be undertaken to develop a sewer replacement priority list.  The CIP includes a budget for sewer main replacement projects indentified during inspections. 

SEPA - On December 20, 2010, the City issued a Determination of Non-significance for the Plan in accordance with the State Environmental Policy Act.  The Plan has been reviewed by the state Department of Ecology, and approval is anticipated following Council approval.  
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2011-0352, with the attached City of Pacific’s 2010 General Sewer Plan Update
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