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Metropolitan King County Council

Law, Justice and Human Services Committee

STAFF REPORT

AGENDA ITEM:  6

DATE:  July 21, 2005
PROPOSED ORDINANCE:  2005-0262 
PREPARED BY:  Clifton Curry
SUBJECT: A MOTION authorizing the county executive to enter into a contract with the state of Washington Department of Social and Health Services to provide support enforcement services.
SUMMARY: The King County Sheriff’s Office (KCSO) provides law enforcement services to unincorporated King County and, through contracts, to 13 cities, Metro Transit, King County Airport, and school districts.  The sheriff also provides other contract police services for governmental entities that allow the contracting agency to specify levels of service.  Contracts for police services generally recover the full costs of providing all services.

This proposed ordinance would authorize the renewal of the contract between the King County Sheriff's Office and the State of Washington Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS), Child Support Division to provide support enforcement services in King County.

This agreement reimburses the county for the costs associated with the five-person Special Support Enforcement Unit (SSEU) that was formed in January 1999.  The state (through federal funds pass-through) pays the full cost of the program.  Currently, the SSEU consists of four Detectives, one Administrative Specialist and one half-time Sergeant.  The unit is dedicated solely to provide the following services:

· The service of civil process associated with the issuance of court mandated child support.

· The service of civil contempt warrants issued for non-compliance with court ordered child support.

· Financial investigations designed to assist the Washington State DSHS, Office of Support Enforcement and the Family Support Division of the King County Prosecutor’s Office.

In addition to the funding, the approval of the contract allows the Sheriff's Office SSEU access to DSHS Division of Child Support programs and resources for the purposes of conducting and supplementing locate activities and investigations relating to the enforcement of child support cases.  
ATTENDEES:

1. Captain Mike Pendrak, Criminal Investigations Division, King County Sheriff’s Office

2. Sgt. Bruce Peterson, Special Support Enforcement Unit  Supervisor
ATTACHMENTS:

1.  Executive Letter of Transmittal

2.  Proposed Ordinance 2005-0262
3.  Fiscal Note

